
 

 

  

 Last February 18, 

2012, Gulf College held 

an Annual Gathering with 

the Stakeholders with the 

theme: “The Way Forward 

to Enhance the Partner-

ship Between Stafford-

shire University, UK and 

Gulf College, Oman” at the 

Radisson Blue Hotel. Said 

event was attended by 

more than 60 participants 

representing government 

and private sectors. Rep-

resentatives from the Min-

istry of Higher Education, 

Ministry of Education, Min-

istry of Agriculture and 

Fisheries, Diwan Royal 

Court, The Research 

Council, Oman Accredita-

tion Authority and Higher 

Education Council were 

invited to the said event. 

  Dr. Taki, GC Dean, 

talked about the future 

plans of expansion (in 

terms of facilities, cam-

pus and curricular offer-

ings), the college’s pros-

pects and the move to-

wards enhancing collabo-

rative efforts with Staf-

fordshire University spe-

cially in the areas of re-

search and consultancy 

services was also dis-

cussed.  
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GC—SU HOLDS MEETING 

WITH THE STAKEHOLDERS  

Prof. Michael Gunn (Vice Chancellor and Chief Executive Officer of  
Staffordshire University) while discussing the steps towards furthering 
GC-SU Collaboration 
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GC - OAAA Met 
  

 A delegation from 
Staffordshire University who 
are academic partners of Gulf 
College visited Oman and met 
with the Oman Academic Ac-
creditation Authority (OAA) last 
February 19, 2012. The pur-
pose of this meeting is to as-
sure the commitment of the 
University towards implement-
ing the recommendations 
made by OAAA in the recent 
quality audit report of GC. It 
must be recalled that GC un-
derwent accreditation process 

last April 2011.  
 

 Among those who 
participated in the  said meet-
ing were: Ms. Tess Goodliffe 
and Ms. Susan Trevor—
Roper, Quality Auditors from 
the OAAA;  Prof. Michael 
Gunn, Ms. Chris Slade  from 
SU; Dr. Taki, Dr. Shameena 

and Dr. Cecille of the GC.  
 

 Ms. Goodliffe high-
lighted the Standards for Qual-
ity Assurance in Higher Educa-
tion in the Sultanate of Oman. 
She discussed the classifica-
tion of institutions, national 
qualifications framework, and 
procedures for approval and 
accreditation per Oman re-
quirement. The procedural 
guides for accreditation were 
also discussed such as.       
guide   for            institutional 
accreditation and guide for 

programme accreditation. 

  

DR. ISSA SPEARHEADS POSSIBLE COLLABORATION BETWEEN        

GC AND THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES 

 To institutionalize industry sci-

ence-link between Gulf College and both 

public institutions and private industries 

in Oman, Gulf College started to meet with 

different government agencies and pri-

vate industries.  Last February 20, 2012; 

Dr. Issa spearheaded   a   meeting  

With Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 

which was set to explore possibilities of 

research collaborations. Key officials from 

the Ministry attended said meeting along 

with the GC & Staffordshire University 

Delegation.  
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING WITH THE STAKEHOLDERS  

Visitors, guests, 

p a r t i c i -

pants/attendees 

and  Officials and 

Staffs while watch-

ing the video pres-

entation on the 

new Gulf College 

Campus in Mabela. 

Dr. Taki while discussing the continuous collaborative effort the 

College will pursue with the Staffordshire University  and other 

plans and programs in the future.  
Prof. Gunn, Vice Chancellor of Staffordshire University 

while delivering his speech.   

Gulf College’s Chairman & CEO, Dr. Issa Al Balushi (Front—Center) and Ms. Chris Slade (Front—Left) , Staffordshire Uni-

versity, and the other participants while  listening to the presentation of Prof. Gunn.  
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GC PARTICIPATES IN 1ST EXHIBITION 

OF HORSES AND CAMELS  

 

 Last January 23-25, 2012, Gulf 

College participated in the 1st Exhibition 

of Horses and Camels held at the Oman 

International Exhibition Center. Some 

students and staffs attended said exhi-

bition which was led by Mr. Mohammad 

Fuad from Student Affairs of the Gulf 

College (Right picture) 

NEWS BITS     NEWS BITS    NEWS BITS    

GC HOLDS INDUCTION PROGRAM 

FOR NEW STUDENTS  

 Last 24 March 2012, Gulf Col-

lege hold its Semestral Induction Pro-

gram for the newly admitted students of 

the College.  The Induction Program is a 

conference regularly conducted by the 

College to orient its new students about 

the College’s policies, organizational 

structure, academic requirements, 

among other important information that 

the students should know. The College’s 

programs and services are generally 

highlighted as well as an orientation on 

the do’s and dont’s while studying. 

Heads of the College were likewise intro-

duced during said orientation. This is to 

get the student’s familiar with the people 

working in the College as well as its sys-

tems and procedures. (Left)  

DR. ISSA                

SPEARHEADS…… 

(Continued From Page 1) 

 It must be noted 

that Dr. Issa,  the Chair-

man & CEO of the Gulf Col-

lege is a strong advocate 

of Industry Science Links 

(ISL) and the benefits that 

may be derived from it. He 

spent more than 5 years 

researching about Higher 

Education providers and its 

partnerships with the in-

dustries. In fact, his Ph.D. 

dissertation was about ISL, 

entitled: “The Role and 

Determinants of Participa-

tion in Industry-Science 

Links in an Oil Based Econ-

omy: The Case of Oman”. 

In his paper, he analyzed 

some factors that may pos-

sibly lead Oman towards 

becoming a knowledge-

based economy  instead of 

purely relying in its oil re-

sources. He explored the 

determinants of successful 

ISL involving cooperation 

between firms and univer-

sities in order to assess 

the development of these 

links in the advanced coun-

tries for the necessary 

benchmarking.  And so 

seeing how beneficial the 

ISL is, he wants to embed 

the same in the Gulf Col-

lege, hence the meeting 

with the Ministry of Agricul-

ture and Fisheries was 

held.  

 The Ministry on the 

other hand was very sup-

portive of this initiative 

from the Gulf College. The 

officials even welcome stu-

dents from GC who would 

like to pay a visit to them in 

the future to witness some 

of their business incuba-

tion projects.  

MoHE—TRC SPONSORS MOVING MOUNTAINS WORKSHOP  

Entrepreneurship in Higher Education  

 Developing the student’s entrepreneu-

rial activity has always been the  intention of Dr. 

Issa, the Chairman & CEO of the Gulf College. 

Because of this, he supported the College’s par-

ticipation to the joint MoHE-TRC workshop on 

Moving Mountains: Entrepreneurship in Higher 

Education held on 17-19 March 2012 at the 

Golden Tulip Hotel which was participated in by 

Dr. Cecille.  

 The workshop was held to inspire cur-

rent and developing entrepreneurship efforts in 

higher education sector. It intends to launch en-

trepreneurship education in the incumbent aca-

demic institutions of higher learning.  

 Useful information on the nature and 

scope of entrepreneurism were discussed along 

with the required conditions for entrepreneurial 

ventures in Oman and in the Arab world.  

 The participants were basically from 

academic institutions representing students, fac-

ulty and heads of academic sector, Omani digni-

taries/captains of industries, known Omani Entre-

preneurs and prominent companies and lending 

institutions in Oman that helps provide financial 

capital requirement. Other than information shar-

ing, the workshop also held a competition for stu-

dents to come-up with their Business Plans.  



 

 

GC– SU Continued from page 1 ….. 

 Dr. Taki also discussed the plan of the College to 

continuously contribute to the national development goals  

by contributing to the human resource development of the 

country through the quality of GC graduates.  

 Meanwhile, Prof. Gunn, Vice Chancellor of Stafford-

shire University mentioned that they will continue to partner 

with Gulf College and provide quality higher education cur-

riculum meeting not only local accreditation requirements 

but British Standards as well.  
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Dr. Taki at the centerstage while discussing 
the GC’s future plans and programs and 
the way towards enhanced collaborations 

with Staffordshire University. 

GC Officials and 
Employees along 
with Guests of GC-
SU Annual Gather-
ing with the Stake-
holders  while listen-
ing at the presenta-
tion of  the College 
Dean, Prof. Dr. Taki.  

PROF. TAKI, DR. SHAMEENA AND DR. SABIO ATTENDS  OMAN QUALITY NETWORK IN HIGHER EDUCATION REGIONAL CONFERENCE  

DR. TAKI ELECTED PART OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

 Last 20-21 February 
2012, the Regional Conference on 
Oman Quality Management and 
Enhancement in Higher Education 
was held which was organized by 
Oman Quality Network in Higher 
Education (OQNHE) at the Inter-
continental Hotel, Muscat, Oman. 
The Patron of this Conference was 
H.E. Dr. Rawyah Bint Saud bin 
Ahmed Al Busaidi - Minister of 
Higher Education in Oman. The 
Oman Quality Network in Higher 
Education (OQNHE) is an inde-
pendent, not-for-profit network of 
Omani Higher Education Institu-
tions (HEIs) focused on quality 
enhancement in higher education. 
The OQNHE was officially 
launched under the patronage of 
Her Excellency the Minister for 
Higher Education on 20th Septem-
ber 2006. It was established with 
representatives being nominated 
from most higher education institu-
tions (HEIs) in the Sultanate of 

Oman and an executive committee.  

 On the part of Gulf College, said conference was 
attended by Dr. Taki, Dr. Shameena and Dr. Cecille. Lots 
of benefits were derived from the conference as best prac-
tices in terms of quality assurance was featured in the    
keynote speech delivered by Dr. Salim Razvi (European 
QA experience); Dr. Thomas Heming (Saudi Arabia QA); 
and Prof. Adel Gastli (Scotland’s Quality Enhancement). 
Further, findings on quality assurance and accreditation 
researches was shared to the participants to benchmark 
on best practices through different workshops. The speak-
ers were faculty coming from different public and private 
colleges and universities in Oman.  

 At the latter part of the conference, members of 
the OQNHE elected the members of the  Executive    
Committee for 2012-2013 and among the many represen-
tatives from different colleges and universities, Dr. Taki 

was among those who got the most 
number of votes and was later on  
elected as the Chairman of 

OQNHE. 

    Indeed, it is such a great 
honor for Gulf College to be repre-
sented in the OQNHE and for this 
feat, Gulf College is very much 

proud of Dr. Taki.  

 Congratulations Dr. Taki 

for your appointment! 

”Quality is never an acci-

dent. It is always the result 

of high intention, sincere 

effort, intelligent direction, 

and skillful execution. It 

represents the wise choice    

of    many alternatives.”   

                    

                             -W.A. Foster 


