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During the ceremony, Dr. Issa 
Al Bulushi, GC Chairman and 
CEO, mentioned that the 
event coincides with the 
country’s celebration of His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin 
Said Al Said’s safe return. He 
also expounded on the values 
of applying globalization in 
higher education institutions, 
as it is associated with mod-
ern renewable education. 

However, CEO Dr. Issa re-
minded the graduates that in 
spite of globalization, all citi-
zens must remain loyal to 
their Omani identity, and con-
tinue to cherish their country’s 
values and rituals. Additional-
ly, he recognized the efforts 
of the stakeholders who gave 
their best to achieve their 
degrees, as well as the pa-
trons, parents and other digni-

Gulf College continues to prove its merit and fervor in improving the professional sector of the Sultanate, as 448 students of 
the college received bachelor degrees during the 7th Graduation Rites held under the proud patronage of His Excellency 
Sheikh Sibaa’ bin Hamdan bin Sibaa’ Al Saadi, the Secretary General of the Supreme Committee of the National Day Celebra-

tions, GC Multipurpose Hall, Mabelah, 13th April 2015.  

taries who were present dur-

ing the momentous occasion. 

Meanwhile, Prof. Michael 

Gunn, Staffordshire University 

(SU) Vice Chancellor, spoke 

in behalf of the affiliate univer-

sity. He stated during his ad-

dress that graduation repre-

sents a huge recognition of 

hard work and dedication 

obtained in the highest stand-

EXCELLENCE AND HONOR. (Left) GC Chair and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance Dr. Shameena 
Mehtab, Deputy Dean for Research and Academics Dr. Mohanned Al Obaidy, FFS Dept. Head Mr. Masood Khan, Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, FBS Dept. Head, SU Vice 
Chancellor Prof Michael Gunn, His Excellency Sheikh Sibaa’ bin Hamdan bin Sibaa’ Al Saadi, Secretary General of the Supreme Committee of the National Day 
Celebrations,  together with other department heads and staff members of the college  witness the graduation of Batch 2015. (Right) CEO Dr. Issa delivers the 

commencement address.  

ard of education. He then 

mentioned that the graduating 

batch of 2015 should commit 

itself to lifelong learning, to-

wards the culmination of indi-

vidual and collective success. 

He ends his speech by saying 

that “You [the graduates] 

must be proud of yourselves 

because Gulf College is very 

proud of you.”  

WARM. Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani,  
Deputy Dean for Academics and Research 
Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy, Deputy Dean for 
Finance Mr. Waleed Said, welcome MoHE 
representatives His Excellency Dr. Abdullah 
Al-Sarmi, Undersecretary, and Dr. Masoud  
Bin Al Harthy, Deputy Director General.  

The Ministry of Higher Edu-

cation, led by its vanguards 

His Excellency Dr. Abdullah 

Al-Sarmi, Undersecretary, 

and Dr. Masoud  Bin Al 

Harthy, Deputy Director 

General  for Licensing  and 

Educational Services  of  

Universities and Private 

Colleges, administered an 

assessment of the facilities 

and systems set-up of Gulf 

College (GC)  in Mabelah 

this month. The task was 

performed in cognizant with 

the mission of the national 
government of the Sultan-
ate of Oman to promote 
outstanding quality educa-

tion.  

Prof Dr.Taki Al Abduwani, GC 
Dean, together with the depu-
ty deans, department heads, 
office managers and coordi-
nators initiated a warm wel-
come for the MoHE repre-
sentatives. The two evalua-
tors along with Dean Dr. Taki 
visited the key offices in the 
area. The managers and staff 

also shared best practices 
and significant achieve-
ments garnered by both 
the students and their 
mentors in the past year.  

 The GC administration 
gave their full cooperation 
during the said event. 
They also reaffirmed the 
institution’s central goal of 
providing quality educa-
tion that is both at par with 
global standards and ac-
tively addresses concerns 
of the new millennium.  



Gulf College News Gazette April 2015 Vol. 4 Issue 4 

2 

Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bu-
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Chief)  

 

During the conference, Dr. Ali bin 
Sharaf Al Musawi, Chairman of the 
Omani Society of Education Technol-
ogy, thanked Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, GC 
Chairman and CEO, for supporting 
the event and the partnership of the 
two institutions. He said that “these 
two sectors exist in a transition 
phase, which needs concerted efforts. 
Thus, this conference will be a giant 
step on the road.” He also extended 
his appreciation to the Research 
Council (TRC), LNG, Al-Roaya, Al 
Shabiba, Times of Oman and His 
Excellency Dr. Said bin Hamad bin 
Said al Rubaie, Secretary General for 
the Education Council, Ministry of 
Higher Education. He also acknowl-
edged the active membership of more 
than two hundred professors, staff 
members, and students from various 
institution.  

Gulf College staff members and stakehold-
ers eagerly express their joy and gratitude 
for the safe and blessed return of His Maj-
esty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Al Said, after 
eight months of successful treatment in 

Germany.  

Omani flags waved and prayers of thanks 
resonated as the whole college celebrated the 
arrival of the country’s great leader. Every 
member of GC joined the Sultanate in voicing 
their elation at this wonderful news. They be-
lieve that through His Majesty’s arrival, the 
Sultanate grows in strength, and thus it shall 
endure with Allah’s blessing.  

 Meanwhile, Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al 
Bulushi thanked all GC faculty and stakehold-
ers who conveyed their happiness, and of-
fered prayers, for His Majesty’s return.  

To foster genuine and collective interest in innovative education, along 
with the aid of emerging learning technologies, Gulf College collaborated 
with the Omani Society for Educational Technology (OSET) to conduct a 

three-day conference at GC Mabelah.  

On the other hand, Prof. Dr. Taki Al 

Abduwani, GC Dean, mentioned 

that this conference will be of great 

help to all who use social networks, 

cloud computing, open educational 

resources, and mobile learning. The 

techniques taught during the event 

may also help resolve other issues 

in educational technology. OSET 

regularly holds conferences every 

two years. The discussion topics 

range from important scientific 

themes to professional develop-

ments in the field of education and 

information technologies. 

The event concluded with the 

awarding of certificates and tokens 

of appreciation to CEO Dr. Issa and 

other notable guests.  

Gulf College continues to 

fortify its global identity as 

Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, GC 

Dean signed a Memoran-

dum of Understanding 

(MOU) on behalf  of the col-

lege with Mr. Raphael Pa-

rambi, CEO, SME Develop-

ment Fund.  

The MOU is in line with the 

college’s mission to offer in-

ternationally-recognized aca-

demic qualifications adhering 

to both the job market re-

quirement and standards of 

excellence. SMEF focuses on 

the growing SME Sectors of 

the Omani economy. It start-

ed the entrepreneurial cam-
pus initiative last year in four 
colleges, and has since 
grown to cover about 15 insti-
tutions around the country. 
About 3,000 students have 
been trained in the entrepre-
neurship under this program.  

With  this memorandum, vari- 

ous entrepreneurships devel-

opment activities will be car-

ried out. An introductory work-

shop will also be conducted to 

familiarize students with the 

concept of business. “Al Na-

maa”, a student entrepreneur-

ship club affiliated with SMEF 

conducted forums for the stu-

dents of the college.  

BLESSED. (Left) CEO and Chairman Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, Deputy 
Dean for Research and Academics Dr. Mohanned Al Obaidi, Deputy Dean for Finance Mr. Waleed Said, 
along with staff and stakeholders of Gulf College are ecstatic upon hearing the news of His Majesty 

Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Al Said’s (right) safe return to the country. 

EMERGING. Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, Chair and CEO, Prof. Dr. Taki Al 

Abduwani, Dean, Dr. Ali bin Sharaf Al Musawi, Chairman of the 

Omani Society of Education Technology and His Excellency Dr 

Said bin Hamad bin Said al Rubaie, Secretary General for the 

Education Council, Ministry of Higher Education all contrived to 

make the OSET conference possible.   
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The outstanding athletes of Gulf College trumped the bat-

tlefield and came out victorious, as the talented students 

bagged 1st place in the recently concluded National Athlet-

ics Event, Sultan Qaboos Complex (SQC), Bousher.  

Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, Chairman and 

CEO, and Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, 

Dean, personally bequeathed his ear-

nest felicitation to all GC athletes, 

who demonstrated great skill and 

determination in bagging the champi-

onship trophy. Mr. Mohammed 

Fouad, Student Affairs Head, was 

also recognized for providing the mo-

tivation these talented individuals 

needed to show their full potential.  

The different athletics events were 

participated in by Sulaiman Hamed, 

Mohammed Nasser, Taha Saleh, 

Qasim Ali, Mazin Ali, Mohammed 

Image Source: www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/christmas-day 

Salim, Hamed Abdul-

lah, Ibrahim Abdullah, 

Fras Ahmed, and Al 

Hassan Saif who all 

showed remarkable 

prowess in the 400 m, 

200 m, 100 m, 5000 

m, 1500 m and 800 m 

sprint athletic events.  

The sports tourney 

was backed by Gulf 

College, as directed 

by CEO and Chair Dr. 

Issa, Dean Dr. Taki and the adminis-

trative staff, with the patronage of Mr. 

ACADEMIC. Lecturers Dr. Irene C. Taguinod of FFS, and Dr. Rolou 
Lyn R. Maata, Dr. Ronald  Cordova, Dr. Gina Jocson, Dr. Alrence 

Halibas present their researches at the OSET. confab.  

(Left) Mr. Moses Rajmohan, QA Coordinator of FBS Department 

and (right) Ms. M. Nasrin Sulthana, FBS Lecturer 

Notable lecturers of Gulf College demonstrated outstanding research abilities during the recently held Omani Society for 
Educational Technology (OSET) Conference, Gulf College, Mabelah, as selected educators were invited to present their writ-

ten work. 
alized Educational Programs 

(IEPs)”. Additionally, Prof. Dr. Taki 

Al Abduwani, GC Dean, extended 

praise and appreciation for the 

researchers and their outstanding 

works. He believed that these pa-

pers, along with other key re-

searches produced in the college 

and published in international jour-

nals, are set to reach global critical 

acclaim. Dean Dr. Taki then stated 

that this kind of academic prowess 

being practiced in the college will 

hopefully propagate the production 

of more remarkable and significant 

researches in the intellectual com-

munity.  

What’s Up in Oman?  

Oman is looking to expand its underground 
waste bin facility, in an effort to reduce the 
country’s waste accumulation and conserve 

the surrounding environment 

(Source: Times of Oman, 25-4-15 )  

Through the directive of Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, Chair-
man and CEO, and Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, 
Dean, Dr. Rosanna Manalo, Research Coordinator 
held a research conference at F-2 for the benefit of 

GC’s lecturers and members of the faculty.  

During the confab, Dr. Manalo brought up the instruc-
tion of the administration to utilize lecturers’ time for 
important research activities.  She presented the de-
tailed process of how to understand and share re-
search.  

 Dr. Irene C. Taguinod from the Fac-

ulty of Foundation Studies started 

the set of presentations with the 

delivery of her paper entitled “An 

Analysis on the Green Computing 

Awareness and Practices at Gulf 

College OMAN: Basis for Policy 

Enhancement”. This was followed 

by a research written by Dr. Rolou 

Lyn R. Maata, Dr. Ronald Cordova 

and Dr. Gina Jocson, as moderated 

by  Dr. Alrence Halibas from the 

Faculty of Computing Sciences, 

who spoke about her paper entitled 

“An Empirical Analysis on Assistive 

Technologies Supporting Special 

Education Curriculum and Individu-

SUCCESS. The winning team, together with their coach, Mr. Mohammed Fouad, 

Student Affairs Head.  

Salim Al Oraimi of the Commission of Sports Af-

fairs of Colleges and Universities in the Sultanate 

of Oman. 

Accordingly, The Research Council 

(TRC) aims to enhance the research 

capacity in the Sultanate by allocat-

ing small to midsized research 

grants for short and mid-term pro-

jects. The open research grant fur-

ther supports research recommen-

dations with multi specializations, in  

addition to proposals for new re-

searches which will bring forward 

innovation and creativity. The pro-

gramme also welcomes proposals 

on behalf of individuals and institu-

tions affiliated with the research 

electronic submission system 

(TRESS). 
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Gulf College salutes the graduates of 

Batch 2015! 

May you find success in 

your future endeavours.  

Even the smallest gesture of preservation contributes immensely to the fight for environmental 

sustainability, and for the continuance of human survival.  
 
Recently, Gulf College students and staff joined the rest of the world in celebrating Earth Hour; a global 
call for the preservation and protection of the Earth’s natural resources. In line with this, the Environment 
Society of Oman (ESO) asked institutions around the country to join the initiative, and they were met 
with affirmative responses and motions of support.  
 
Earth Hour has a very simple and straightforward objective: from 8:30 to 9:30 in the evening, everyone 
around the globe is tasked to turn off non-essential lights, ACs and other appliances. Simplistic as it 

may seem, what enraptures the world about Earth Hour is the power of its message: by turning off our lights for an hour, the 
environment endures less burden. Earth Hour proves that the salvation of Mother Nature does not rely on heavy processes 
and earth-shattering finds. The smallest changes in our lifestyle, the reduction in increments of waste, and the maximization of 
the world’s natural resources; through collective effort, we can improve our planet’s fortune. We can restore its holistic beauty 
and vibrancy for generations to come. Earth Hour is the start of our commitment to safeguarding the environment. 

 
The editorial board wholeheartedly believes and upholds the spirit of this crusade. It acknowledges the significance of environ-
mental protection, and supports the campaign by integrating energy savings in its daily operation in the campus.  

 
In the same vein, lecturers and non-teaching personnel, as well as students of the college are emboldened to join the cause, 
and do their share in resolving the issue of climate change. These small gestures will surely help in the overall battle for sus-
tainability.   
 
As we continue to thrive and grow in this aging planet, let us not forget to treasure the blessing of life bestowed upon us. As 
the saviours of sustainability, we have the responsibility to forward the cause and existence of humanity, for the sake of our 
families, our community, our country, and the future.  

The Saviours of Sustainability 

STANDPOINT 

Dr. Romeo Castillo 

 

The perlite beauty of Jebel Sifah, Barr Al Jissah and Wadi 

Mayh of Yiti 
Wadi 

Mayh           

of Yiti  

Jebel 

SIfah 

Jissah 

The beach of Jebel Sifah is a treasure for the Omani fishermen. With its 

breath-taking scenery, the area is perfect for a chat among friends and fami-

ly, or a spot to lie down and watch the sunset. It becomes a secure haven 

for anyone who wishes to take a lazy stroll among the smooth, soft sand, or 

for marvelling at the traditional shipyard docked at its shores 

 

Barr Al Jissah And Wadi Mayh Of Yiti really takes your imagination captive. 

Its stunning scenery of rock and zigzag crags seem like an exquisite sculp-

ture carved by Mother Earth itself. The apex of the mountain then opens up 

to crystal clear water and pristine flora and fauna.  

 

The first photos I took on my trek had the combination of blue sky and grey-

ish-silver rocks. The stationary enclosure also encapsulates a variety of 

shapes and colours as the trail climbs up and down. The wildly-formed rocks 

perfectly complement the sprawling seabed underneath.  


