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Gulf College binds to its fair pride of conducting superb merit to the 
Sultanate of Oman, as 731 graduates were honoured during the GC 
12th and 13th graduation event held under the patronage of His High-
ness Sayyid Fatik bin Fahr Al Said, Secretary General of the Ministry 
of Heritage and Culture and His Excellency Sheikh Khalid bin Hilal  
Al-Mawali, Chairman of Majlis A’shura. 

The students efficiently fulfilled their 
Bachelor’s Degrees and were recog-
nised in a graduation event attended 
by notable guests, friends, and fami-
ly. During the ceremony, Dr. Issa 
Sabeel Al Bulushi, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors and Vice Chair of 
the Board of Trustees stated in his 
speech that,  “The graduates were 
honoured in this graduation event 
which coincides with  the country’s 
celebration of the 47th National Day. 
Oman was granted by God the ideal 
environment to accelerate in the 
field of education and knowledge.” 
He further elaborated that the gradu-
ates became the fruits, ready to 
serve our beloved country. He add-
ed that on this day, it is the right of 
the graduates to be proud of them-
selves because of their efforts, per-
severance, and struggle  

until they arrive on this place as the 
basic chapter of their life to start a 
new journey in the field of work or 
specialisation. His Highness Say-
yid Fatik bin Fahr Al Said, further 
stated  that, “It is a great honour for 
me to give the graduates an inspi-
rational   message that will bring 
joy and pride in this magnificent 
assembly that coincide with the 
prestigious occasion. The 12th and 
the 13th ceremonies were also 
witnessed by Prof. Ieuan Ellis, Pro 
Vice-Chancellor for Partnerships 
and Regions of Staffordshire Uni-
versity who conveyed also his 
congratulatory words to the gradu-
ates. Likewise, Board Chair Dr. 
Issa thanked the event patron, all 
dignitaries, and stakeholders who 
contributed to the success of the 
graduation event.  

GREAT HONOUR. The 12th and the 13th Graduation Rites under the patronage of His High-
ness Sayyid Fatik bin Fahr Al Said, Secretary General of the Ministry of Heritage and Cul-
ture, His Excellency Sheikh Khalid bin Hilal Al-Mawali, Chairman of Majlis A’shura, Dr. Issa 
Sabeel Al Bulushi, Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trus-
tees and Prof. Taqi Al Abduwani, GC Dean. 

Epitomising the leadership prowess 
of the Gulf College management, Dr. 

Issa Sabeel  Al Bulushi, Chairman, Board of 
Directors and Vice Chair, Board of Trustees 
along with Dean Prof. Taqi Al Abduwani  
graced the 13th QS Asia Pacific Professional 
Leaders in Education and Exhibition (QS-
APPLE) conference in Taichung, Taiwan. 

Board Chair Dr. Issa Sabeel Al 

Bulushi 

Taichung Taiwan  

geographical location to 
highlight the richness and 
diversity of higher education 
in the Asia-Pacific. In previous 
years, conference locations 
have included Bali, Hong 
Kong, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, 
Seoul, Singapore, Taipei, 
Melbourne, and Putrajaya. 
The 13th QS-APPLE confer-
ence is co-hosted by China 
Medical University and Asia 
University and has now 
established itself as the major 
higher education conference 
and exhibition that improves 
international recognition of 
universities in the Asia-
Pacific.   
Source: http//qsapple.org/13thqsapple 

The forum focus on the theme, “New Directions in Asia 
Pacific Higher Education, Challenges and Opportuni-
ties”. The gathering aims to provide a stronghold  of 
educational excellence  among countries in Asia Pacif-
ic. The attending leaders are acquainted with different 
strategies and innovations to accentuate to new direc-
tions, meet  the  challenges and make  use  of opportu-
nities for institutional management and assessment. 
Board Chair Dr. Issa and Dean Prof. Taki confirmed in 
their presentations that education in Oman continues to 
pave standards and mechanism of quality both by 

design and example while regu-
larly engaging in quality improve-
ment of its key sectors which 
transcends excellence. QS Asia-
Pacific Professional Leaders in 
Education (QS-APPLE) is the 
prime conference and exhibition 
for international educators in 
Asia, Europe, America and 
Australia. Each year, the confer-
ence moves to a different  Prof. Taqi Al Abduwani 

 

Gulf College in Jubilant  Celebration of the 47th National Day as witnessed by guests, students 

and stakeholders. 

The entire Gulf College was in great jubilation as the flags, balloons and buntings 

flanked the whole campus as prayers were uttered for another year of blessings 

and prosperity during the celebration of the 47th National Day.  

The jubilant celebration of the National 

Day in Gulf College was under the patron-

age of His Highness Mr. Mohammed bin 

Thuwaini bin Shihab Al Said, Chairman of 

the Board of Trustees, Dr. Issa Sabeel Al 

Bulushi, Chairman of the Board of Direc-

tors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trus-

tees, Prof. Taqi Al Abduwani, GC Dean, 

under the blessed and brilliant leadership 

of Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Al Said. This 

was also witnessed by the college admin-

istrative and academic bodies and a large 

number of students and stakeholders. 

This was followed by car show at the GC 

car park which drew a lot of vehicle 

enthusiasts into the crowd. Some of the 

transportation models also displayed 

their unique features and special abilities 

for the spectators. Additionally horse 

jockeys also performed their best tricks 

and stunts which drew praise and ap-

plause from the crowd. The celebration 

ended with the distribution of plaque of 

appreciation to the guests. 

Continuing its commitment to the proliferation of comprehensive educational development in the Sultanate of Oman, Prof 
Taqi Al Abduwani, GC Dean recently held a meeting with the student council and amplified it’s informational resources in the 
college through the concerted efforts of the Deputy Deans, Heads of the Faculties  and Centre Managers. (Page 3) 
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The annual celebration of 
“Tree Day” is also in accord-
ance  with the directive of 
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos 
bin Said Al Said which is a 
part of the National Day 
highlights on the importance 
of trees in the life of the hu-
man beings and animals. 
This is also an inkling to  

preserve the environment 
by increasing the number 
of green agricultural areas 
to overcome the effects  of  
climate change in the Sul-
tanate. The celebration of 
“Tree Day” was first organ-
ised by the Jawala and 
Jawalat families to intro-
duce the significance of  

In connection with the celebration of “Tree Day”, Prof. Taqi Al Abduwani, GC Dean, led in 
planting trees as an affirmation of the importance of trees in the country and a reminder that 
the Omanis are closely linked to trees since the old ages. 

trees and its role in pre-
serving the environment.  
 
Some GC staff and stu-
dents participated in the 
campus event. Prof. Taqi 
encouraged the students 
to conserve plants and 
trees to maintain ecologi-
cal balance.  

In line with the efforts of Ministry of Higher Education, Sultanate of Oman to pro-
vide a range of academic programmes through private Higher Education Institu-
tions (HEIs) which cater to the needs of job market and economic development, 
Gulf College (GC) has taken  sincere initiative to launch the new MBA pro-
gramme.  

United Kingdom. This 
type of arrangement is 
considered the most vital 
academic alliance where 
students get their rights 
and benefits similar to 
those students who are 
enrolled on-campus at the 
university. Each module 
will be taught for 48 hours 
spread over two consecu-
tive weeks. Classes will 
be held for 24 hours per 
week over three days: 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.  
 
Teaching materials, as-
sessment methods and 
quality assurance proce-
dures for the MBA Pro-
gramme would be the 
same as that at the uni-
versity at United King-
dom. The only difference 
for the students’ on- 

campus at the university 
and at Gulf College would 
be the venues. Also, the 
college would have the 
same quality assurance 
standards as that at the 
university in addition to 
the local requirements of 
the Ministry of Higher 
Education, Oman.  
 
Students who would suc-
cessfully achieve the 
MBA programme with 
their chosen pathway 
would be issued certifi-
cates by the university. 
Further, students at Gulf 
College would get all the 
privileges at par with stu-
dents’ on-campus at the 
university and these in-
clude access to e-library 
and direct communication 
with the university. 

Villareal has opened 
the door to start co-
operating with the 
OSFrA Team. Ms. 
Santi Turpin, Span-
ish teacher and Ms. 
Giulia Cappellari, 
Italian teacher, offer 
to deliver free Span-
ish and Italian teaser 
courses at Gulf  
College. Transcend-
ing the academic 
realm to reach the 
world of cultures 
ensures success in 
the intellectual life of 
global people. 

In this regard, the College 
Dean with members of the 
College Board and Stu-
dents Council met twice 
with a significant number of 
alumni of several local and 
international colleges and 
universities who are keen 
to pursue their postgradu-
ate studies. A new Master 
of Business Administration 
(MBA) programme was 
successfully launched with 
five pathways: Project 
Management, Finance, 
Islamic Finance, Marketing 
and Health Sector Man-
agement.  
 
Gulf College will deliver the 
MBA programme both on 
full-time and part-time 
basis through franchise 
arrangement   which has 
been signed by the Cardiff 
Metropolitan University,  

The areas of GC-
OSFrA cooperation 
cover joint research 
relevant to language 
and culture develop-
ment; capacity build-
ing to develop the 
skills and capabili-
ties of the clients by 
conducting semi-
nars, workshops,  
trainings and lan-
guage  culture pro-
motion to provide 
linguistic and cultur-
al enrichment. GC-
CLCS Manager, Dr. 
Irene Pineda  

GREEN THUMBS. GC led by its dean, Prof. Taqi Al 

Abduwani presides a tree planting activity to the GC 

students in connection to the “Tree Day” celebration. 

ENTHRALLED. Gulf College Dean, Prof. Taqi Al Abduwani (left) initiating the discussions on the new MBA 

programme; alongside in this meeting are the GC’s members of the College Board (right). 

Gulf College (GC) Dean, Prof. Taqi Ab-
dulredha Al Abduwani and Omani Spanish 
Friendship Association (OSFrA) Director, 
Mr. Pedro Hernandez Sanmamed signed 
the Memorandum of Understanding to 
work together in the promotion of Spanish 
and Italian in the Sultanate of Oman.  

A BRILLIANT TIE-UP. GC Dean Prof. Taqi Abdulredha Al Abdu-

wani with OSFrA Director, Mr. Pedro Hernandez Sanmamed 

during the signing a Memorandum of Understanding for the 

promotion of Spanish and Italian languages in the Sultanate. 
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A good number 

of students 

listened atten-

tively to the 

speaker during a 

workshop on 

English proficien-

cy initiated by Dr. 

Khalid Abu 

Zayed, FBMS 

Head. 

With the  great purpose   of 
knowing  a system that in-
cludes the standards and pro-
cedures for quality audit and 
institutional programme,     
recognising foreign  higher  
education academic scheme 
which is offered in Oman, one 
of the students from the  Facul-
ty of Computing Sciences, Mr. 

Faisal Khamis Saleh Al Shabibi, 
attended a consultative semi-
nar with non-English speakers 
from different education train-
ing institutes.  
 
The  aim  of  the  seminar  is 
establishing  a system that in-
cludes the standards and proce-
dures for quality audit and institu-
tional   programme for   accredita-
tion  of  higher  education institu-
tions and   recognising  foreign  
higher  education academic pro-
grammes  offered in Oman. The 
seminar was held at Sindbad hall, 
Crown Plaza hotel under the 
auspices of His Excellency Dr. 
Saeed Bin Hamed Al-Rubaie, 
Secretary General of the Council 
for  Education. 
 
By attending this kind of activity, it 
indicates that GC students be-
come actively involved on how 
they can contribute to the devel-
opment of quality education in the 
Sultanate as well as Gulf College.  

The Faculty of Business and Management Studies (FBMS) 
through the concerted efforts of the lecturers, programme lead-
ers, staff and Head of the Faculty (HoF) has conducted a 30-
minute workshop on “How to Improve Your English Language 
Skills?” It was attended by majority of the level 3 students be-
cause it aimed to enhance the English skills of learners as they 
embarked the new phase of their college life. 

The aim of the training is for the 
awareness and information of 
students on the techniques in 
answering the examinations, not 
just in the English modules but 
with the business modules as 
well. Mr. Ashham and Mr.  
Ashhof, the facilitators, went on 
discussing the four different 
skills: listening, reading, writing 
and speaking to be essential 
tools in comprehending English 
and business modules. They 
went further into presenting  

practical tips in effectively using 
the  four skills which in summary 
are listed into two points: concen-
trating and focusing on what  you 
will hear and read so that you will 
be able to speak and write effec-
tively.  
 

Furthermore, the benefits of 
having mastered these four 
skills were also presented by 
the facilitators to improve  soft 
skills of each individual. 
 

Mr. Faisal Khamis Saleh Al Shabibi, a 

student from the Faculty  of Computing 

Sciences (FCS) attending a seminar. 

 

Gulf College took part in this 
forum attended by Ms. Hanaa AL
-Salhi, GC SN lecturer. The fo-
rum reviewed three papers such 
as: Using the White Cane and its 
Relation to Psychological Factors 
of the Blind, The Role of The 
Blind in Building His Society, and 
Experience of the SQU in the 
Education of Visually-Impaired 
People. It also focused on the 
importance of the white cane for 
the life of the blind and consid-
ered a great opportunity to ex-
change ideas and opinions on the 
common issues among the blind 
in the Gulf Countries. The forum 
has gained fruitful recommenda-
tions that enhanced the values 
and importance of the blind in the 
society. This became possible 
through the cooperation and 
brotherly relations among GCC 
members.   The assembly con-
cluded with a ceremony honoring 
the participants under the patron-
age of His Excellency Shaikh Dr. 
Khalifa bin Hamad al Saadi, Gov-
ernor of Al Dakhiliyah Governate. 

Ms. Hanaa AL-Salhi, FFS-SN lecturer in her 

participation on the celebration of the 

“International day of the White Cane”.  

Under the banner “Limitless 
Willpower”, ALNoor Association 
for the Blind in Nizwa organised 
the first Gulf Forum for the blind 
in celebration of the 
“International day of the White 
Cane”. The forum was held in 
Nizwa University under the auspi-
ces of Hamed AL-Ghafili, Vice 
President of Nizwa University. The 
event was attended by a large 
number of participants especially 
those who were interested on the 
issues of disabilities from the Gulf 
Region.  

To give an enormous boost to the 
members of the student council, 
the Deputy Deans, Heads of the 
Faculties and Centre Managers 
did their vivid presentations 
showing their roles, services and 
best practices. They implicitly 
mentioned that surveys were 
being conducted from the stu-
dents and stakeholders to have a 
grasp of the real picture  of the 
attributes of its graduates as an 
effect of international affiliation. 
The survey results were utilised 
as substantial inputs in restructur-
ing the teaching, learning, as-
sessment and curriculum relevant 
to the needs of the job market in 
Oman today. 
 
The Dean as well as the other 
GC officials clarified some issues 
as to the feedbacks of the stu-
dents.  

The Dean further stated that GC 
truly honed its energies in estab-
lishing a premier and state-of-the 
art facilities.  He reiterated that 
the institution’s drive to progress 
is greatly inspired by the pride, 
strength and prosperity. GC 
generally perpetuates a quantita-
tive leaf for excellence. The en-
tire GC structure was discussed 
including its functions and best 
practices to give full support to 
all endeavours of the GC Man-
agement akin to the sustenance 
of affiliation and partnership with 
the international partners.  
 
The Dean also cited the achieve-
ments and awards obtained by 
GC in the last decade as well as 
its memberships in other well-
known organisations around the 
world.  



 

Editorial Board: 

Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (Chairmen and Publishers), 

Dr. Shameena Mehtab (Critic),           

Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in Chief)  
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What’s 
up  

GC? 
A 2015 graduate of Gulf College developed a Mobile App named 
“Rafaa”. This program helps motorists who need emergency road 
assistance. The developer is Mr. Abdulrahman Al Balushi. He gradu-
ated with a degree of BSc Hons in Information System.   

The athletics competition was organ-
ised by the Omani Committee for 
University Sports in cooperation with 
Gulf College on the occasion of the 
Sultanate’s celebration of the Interna-
tional Day of University Sports. Dr. 
Issa Sabeel Al Bulushi, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors and Vice Chair 
of the Board of Trustees accompanied 
by Dr. Salim Bin Khamis Al Araimi, 
Chairman, Committee for University 
Sports awarded the winners of the 10 
km. run. Mohammed Fouad, Vice 
Chair of the Organising Committee for 
the Championship and GC Centre 
Manager of the Student Activities said: 
“We are very pleased that Gulf Col-
lege has won the championship”.  Gulf 
College continued to laud and hone 
many distinguished players in various  

sports. Board Chair Dr. Issa warmly 
extended his thanks and appreciation 
to everyone who participated and 
contributed to the success of the affair 
especially to the Chairman of the  
Omani Committee for University 
Sports, Dr. Salim bin Khamis Al Araimi 
for his continuous support to sports 
activities in the local and International 
levels, also to Captain Said Al Rashdi, 
the coach of the university team for 
athletics, referees, supervisors, stu-
dents of the participating universities, 
colleges and the supporting bodies of 
the championship Muscat Municipality. 

discussing concerns affecting 
industry-Gulf College alliance. The 
current needs of the industries, 
and ways to strengthen the Indus-
try- Gulf College collaboration 
were highlighted in the entire IAFG 
meeting.  With the use of menti-
meter, it was determined that the 
industries need job applicants  

The Centre for 

Career Guidance 

and Alumni 

Affairs of Gulf 

College success-

fully held an 

Industry Advisory 

Focus Group 

(IAFG) meeting to 

the Gulf College 

’s Heads and 

Officals. 

who are innovative, globally 
competitive, well-trained, multi-
skilled, and committed to work. 
The expressed needs of the 
industries triggered the call for 
strong collaboration between 
educational institutions and in-
dustries founded in good com-
munication, integrity, and mutual 

trust and confidence.  
It was emphasised by the indus-
try representatives that educa-
tional institutions had to imple-
ment industry-focused courses, 
good training and continuing 
updating programs especially for 
its employees.   It was agreed 
that these would have a favoura-
ble outcome to the learners and 
the graduates.  
 
Due to the intensive and exten-
sive discussions, the participants 
gave high evaluation rating for 
the meeting.  As the people from 
the industries received their 
plaque of appreciations, the spirit 
of camaraderie and the desire to 
make the same opportunity in the 
future filled the entire venue.    

The Centre for Career Guid-
ance and Alumni Affairs or-
ganised for an Industry Advi-
sory Focus Group (IAFG) 
meeting with the main pur-
pose of informing  the indus-
try about their  needs and the  
ways to address employabil-
ity gaps. 
 
The entire meeting centered on 
the recent achievements of Gulf 
College including its new pro-
grammes, the current industry 
needs, collaboration with indus-
tries, and expression of grati-
tude for valuable contributions 
and supports. The success of 
the conference was mainly 
made possible by the presence 
and vigor of the participants in 
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“Gulf College welcomes its Inter-

national Students coming from 16 

different countries through the 

Centre for Career Guidance and 

Alumni Affairs (CCGAA)” 

Muscat. Witnessed by a large number of athletics enthusiasts, thirteen (13) 
universities and colleges participated in the 10km cross-country race for 
students in the Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in the Sultanate of Oman 
where Gulf College won the first place. 

10 km. cross 

country 

Marathon 

Atheletes  


