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Gulf College family 
became the true em-
bodiment of earnest 
and civic solidarity as 
Dr. Issa bin Sabeel Al 
Bulushi, Chairman of 
the Board of Directors 
and Vice Chair of the 
Board of Trustees and 
Dean Prof. Taki Abdul 
Redha al Abduwani 
along with the aca-
demic and non aca-
demic staffs coa-
lesced  to celebrate 

Eid Al- Fitr. 

 welcome and  for their cooperation, hard-
work and loyalty to Gulf College. They 
added that Eid Al-Fitr starts with thanksgiv-
ing and greetings to everyone especially to 
our families here in Oman and to the home 
countries where they belong. Dr Issa bin 
Sabeel Al Bulushi showed appreciation for 
the dedication  as shown by the  

EMULATED. Dr. 

Issa bin Sabeel Al 

Bulushi, Chairman 

of the Board of 

Directors and Vice 

Chair of the Board 

of Trustees and 

Dean Prof. Taki 

Abdul Redha Al 

Abduwani along 

with the academic 

and non academic 

staffs during the 

celebration of Eid 

al Fitr at Gulf 

College 

members of the faculty  for  honing and 
developing the students’ skills. “I wish an 
Eid Mubarak to the entire GC family” Dr. 
Issa reiterated.  

Finally, the distribution of sweets like hal-
wa and Omani coffee known as qahwa 
were enjoyed by the GC family as part of 
the celebration of Eid al-Fitr. 

The heartfelt juncture is a part of the col-
lege’s integration of unity of celebrating the 
true spirit of oneness and camaraderie as 
this is the gift of God to reward the GC 
community of their endurance, obedience 
and true dedication to the institution and to 
the Almighty.  The Chairman and the Dean 
thanked  the entire staff for the warm  

Gulf College recently fron-
tiered a 50-hour training 
programme for the develop-
ment of management and 
operational skills for SMEs 
which was offered to more 
than a hundred participants 
as a part of the effort of the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
to encourage higher educa-
tion institutions to contrib-
ute in supporting entrepre-
neurship and SMEs, under 
the wise leadership of His 
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin 

Said. 

This initiative comes as a part 

of its community engagement 

to promote and support the 

entrepreneurship in the Sul-

tanate of Oman.  Gulf college 
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KEYED.  Prof. Taki Abdul Redha al Abdu-

wani, GC Dean during the launching of 

SME programme. 

 

Having accorded top prior-
ity to improve the General 
Foundation Programme 
(GFP), Quality Audit Pro-
gramme Review (QAPR), 
the different committees 
where taking significant 
strides in pressing on 
some preliminary feed-
backs during the mock 
audit headed by the Cen-
tre of Quality Management 
through the Deputy Dean 
for Quality Assurance and 
Partnerships, Dr. 

Shameena Mehtab. 

During the mock audit, Dr. 
Adam Biscoe, Director, 
Higher Education Quality 
Management Specialist, 
U.K. and Dr. Rima Al Zadjali, 
Deputy Director for Academ-
ic Affairs, Quality Assurance 
Office, Sultan Qaboos Uni-
versity, Oman and member 
of the Board of Trustees of 
Gulf College, served as     

panel members. The panelists 
made a thorough rationalisa-
tion  on the present set-up of 
the GFP-QAPR provided af-
firmative response to the out-
put of the portfolio and agreed 
to analyse and respond to en-
hance the writing of the GFP-
QAPR which will take place on 
February of 2018. 

OBSERVANT. Dr. Adam Biscoe deliberat-

ed the areas for enhancement in the GFP 

Portfolio 
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Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bu-
lushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani 
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr. 
Shameena Mehtab (Critic),          
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in 
Chief)  

Gulf College family became the real 

epitome of earnest civic duty as the 

student delegation under the venerat-

ed auspices of Dean Prof.  Taki Al Ab-

duwani, initiated visits in the Royal 

Hospital for the celebration of Eid al-

Fitr, during the Holy Month of Rama-

dan. 

The visiting delegation brought cheer and 
love to the sick children of the hospital, 
as they distributed food and gifts to the 
patients. The team also conducted pro-
grammes and activities for the entertain-
ment of the kids and hospital staff.  

CHEERED. Prof. Taki Abdul Redha al Abduwani along with student delegation and GC staff in their 

hospital visit during the Holy month of Ramadan 

 The student delegation and staff reassured the patients with entertainment by congratulating them on the holy month and Eid al-Fitr 
and  provided  them with gifts that pleased them, which is  an attempt to alleviate their pain and draw the smile on their lips . He also 
thanked the hospital management for their support and also  the children and their families for the good reception and for the provi-
sion and special care for sick children.  

EXULTANT.  Dr. 
Khalid Abu 
Zayed, Head of 
the Faculty 
Business and 
Management 
Studies of Gulf 
College, re-
ceived Certifi-
cate of Appreci-
ation and token 
from the Minis-

try of Health. 

Realising the importance of indus-

try, research support, research 

collaboration, knowledge transfer 

and technology which can help in 

becoming a knowledge based 

economy in Higher Education 

Institution (HEI), Dean Prof. Taki 

Al Abduwani and the GC research 

team presented a research pro-

posal to H.E. Engr. Ahmed bin 

Hassan Al Theeb, Undersecretary 

of the Ministry of Commerce and 

Industry. The research proposal 

entitled: “Achieving Sustained 

Growth of Manufacturing Firms in 

Oman through product positioning 

strategies”,  

was accepted by the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry.  

The said paper which passed 

the scrutiny of panel reviewers 

explored the feasibility of the 

research proposal. Dean Prof. 

Taki Al Abduwani initiated the 

presentation by giving the re-

search introduction on how Gulf 

College achieved its accolade 

of achievements and develop-

ments in his presentation of the 

history of Gulf College in the 

last decade. 

He added that GC believed  that 

research can contribute (Page 3) 

On behalf of Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, Head of the Faculty Busi-

ness and Management Studies ,Gulf College, received Certifi-

cate of Appreciation and token from the Ministry of Health on 

the active participation of Gulf College on blood donations.  

GC usually emanated the spirit of kindness and compassion 

as it mobilised blood donation every year. This annual event 

provides primary aid to the blood bank service of the Ministry 

of Health in Oman. Many students and faculty members of 

Gulf College collectively participated in the blood donation 

campaign. Every blood donor expressed their full enthusiastic 

support for the cause and even encouraged of the students 

and lecturers to join the event. This campaign was organised 

by the Centre for Student Activities under the leadership of 

Mr. Mohammed Fouad and the Ministry of Health.  

DETERMINED. 
Dean Prof. Taki 
Al Abduwani 
and the GC 
research team 
presented a 
research pro-
posal to the 
Ministry of 
Commerce and 

Industry. 
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Gulf College through its Centre for Languages and Cultur-

al Studies beams with pride as it takes its stand to uphold 

the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) mandate in 

celebrating the World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dia-

logue and Development. 

UNIFIED. GC faculty and staff celebrate UNAI World Day.  

With the theme, “Exploring 

the World of Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship through 

Multiculturalism”, the event 

is held primarily to support 

the Alliance of Civilisations 

launched by the United Na-

tions, which focuses specifi-

cally on good practices to 

encourage cultural pluralism 

at the local, regional, and 

national level as well as re-

gional and sub-regional initi-

atives. The aforementioned  

event aimed to unify nations 

in peace and harmony  

as well as promote proper 

global values. Participants in 

the dialogue come from 

Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Jor-

dan, Oman, Pakistan, Philip-

pines, Sudan, Syria, and Tuni-

sia. Guided by the thematic 

principle on innovation and 

entrepreneurship, they put 

into light the current progress 

and development of their 

countries on how Oman could 

learn from their good practices 

with regard to innovation and 

entrepreneurship.  Gulf Col-

lege staff and students have 

come to realise how their diver-

sified insights and indusive 

feats can influence them into 

becoming more creative and 

innovative global citizens with 

one accord on entrepreneurial-

ism spurred by equal dignity of 

cultures through mutual under-

standing and respect.  As 

streamlined by the United Na-

tions Academic Impact, the 

intercultural dialogue has suc-

cessfully showcased diversity 

and inclusion at Gulf College 

impacted by the uplifting and 

discerning words of the Dean, 

Professor Taki Al Abduwani.  

Gulf College (GC) has long 

standing academic partner-

ship with Staffordshire Uni-

versity (SU) .It has been noted 

that  both Higher Institutions  

worked together to address 

issues of mutual concerns.  

This is at the heart of SU’s en-

deavour  as Prof. Leuan Ellis, 

Pro Vice Chancellor, SU, visited 

Gulf College.  (GC). During his 

visit, he stressed on the latest 

develpments of the partnership 

of SU and GC. He also con-

firmed that there are important 

opportu 

nities to build on the partner-

ship in the context of the new 

Strategic Plan and KPIs of 

Gulf College and the new 5-

year plan for Staffordshire 

University. Meanwhile, the 

Heads of Faculties and Centre 

Managers delivered their 

presentations with the aim to 

share the good practices of the 

centre/ faculty.  The key priori-

ties include the strategic plans 

of GC and SU, Dubai opera-

tion, future collaboration: Com-

puting and IT programmes, 

Masters and other matters 

relating to the enhancement of 

different GC student support 

centres.  

 

Gulf College once 

again showed it-

self in the lime-

light as several 

support staffs 

played an im-

portant part in the 

Higher Education 

Exhibition 2017.  GC Senior Officers at HE’s Exhibition 2017 

process of collecting the 

data. 

The Ministry of Commerce 

and Industry generally pro-

motes scholarly papers for 

researchers all over Oman in 

the field of Commerce and 

Industry and provides them 

the platform to publish their 

outstanding research work to 

be funded by the govern-

ment.  

to the progress of any na-

tion  

The oral presentation was 

corroborated by the rest of 

the team in discussing the 

parts of the paper which 

were: background of the 

study, statement of the 

problem, null hypothesis, 

research literature, theoreti-

cal analysis, research tools 
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Centre Updates 

 

What’s Up? 

Gulf College is one of the top 200 Ar-
abic Speaking Universities in the 

2017 World University Ranking 

Source: uniRank University Ranking 

With invigorating expertise and insights  on higher education 

quality system and management, Dr. Adam Biscoe, Director, 

Higher Education Quality Management Specialist, UK spearhead-

ed the series  of staff development and focus group sessions for 

heads of the faculty, programme leaders and members of the 

committees to redraft the GFP Portfolio.  

signed memoranda of under-
standing with a number of insti-
tutions, namely, Al Raffd fund, 
Riyada (Public Authority for 
SME’s), Sharakah, SME Fund  
and Muscat Business Woman 
Centre in order to support the 
SMEs and to contribute in pro-
moting  entrepreneurship. 

During the opening session, 
and after welcoming the audi-
ence, Prof. Taki bin Abdul 
Redha Al-Abduwani,  Dean of 
Gulf College, stressed out on 
the importance of the SMEs, as 
the main backbone in the econ-
omy because of its flexibility, 
diversity and sustainability in 
the business cycle. He also 
announced that during 2017, 
Gulf College is launching a se-
ries of initiatives and pro-
grammes aiming to support the 
development of entrepreneur-
ship and SMEs and to encour-
age youth to convert their ideas 
into business. This initiative will  

give Omani youth an oppor-
tunity to excel and meet the 
challenges the best at the na-
tional and global level in vari-
ous fields. Prof. Taki bin Abdul 
Redha Al-Abduwani, Dean of 
the College started the pro-
gramme with a lecture on soft 
skills. He concluded his lecture 
with a practical exercise. The 
group was divided into five 
working groups. Each group 
presented the results of the 
discussions and recommenda-
tions.  

It is also worth mentioning that 
the scientific material of the 
training programme was pre-
pared in the light of the results 
and lessons learned from the 
first initiative presented by the 
Gulf College in 2016, in which 
50 trainees from various insti-
tutions supporting SMEs par-
ticipated.  

GC along with other Higher 

Education Institutions in 

Oman, showcased its pro-

grammes by sharing orienta-

tion to students, visitors and 

stakeholders and giving them 

leaflets and brochures and 

discussed GC’s achievements 

which both the students and 

staffs have significantly 

achieved. Mr. Waleed Said, 

Deputy Dean, Admin and Fi-

nance chaired a meeting to 

distribute the task among the 

centre managers and heads 

of the three faculties including 

the deputy deans. Dr. Rizwan 

Ahmed, Head, Post Graduate, 

prepared the leaflets and bro-

chures showing all the cours-

the banners. Mr. Raviraj Shet-

ty, Academic Registrar dis-

cussed some brochures on 

the programmes pertaining to 

training and entrepreneurship, 

international students alumni, 

partnerships with the industry 

and marketing materials were 

prepared by Dr. Agnes, Ms. 

Faiza, Dr. Ines and Ms. Su-

mithra. 

Prof. Taki Al Abduwani want-

ed a “wow” outcome of this 

event because he believed 

that education is the major 

contribution of Gulf College to 

the economic and social 

growth of the Sultanate of 

Oman.  

Gulf College once again 

proved that some  of the  

staff are highly qualified in 

delivering quality instruc-

tion and research when Dr 

Mohaned Al Obaidy was 

nominated as panel member 

in the 3rd Annual Internation-

al Conference on Manage-

ment, Economics and Social 

Development in Guangzhou, 

Guangdong, China. 

The  Deputy Dean for Academ-

ic and Research recently joined 

other international panelists in 

the international conference on 

Management, Economics, And 

Social Development. Personally 

exhibiting talent and excellence, 

Dr. Mohaned has proven to this 

professional torque and charac-

teristics of Gulf College in 

realm. It can be noted that the 

Deputy Dean was also invited 

as guest or panel member in  

academic gathering when he 

joined the OAAA panel in Shi-

nas Quality Audit. He was invit-

ed by the Oman Academic Ac-

creditation Authority (OAAA) in 

close collaboration as one of 

the panel members in the five-

day quality audit at Shinas Col-

lege of Technology . 

Dr. Adam Biscoe and Dr. 

Shameena Mehtab on GFP 

The aims of the workshop are: share 

experiences of drafting the GFP QA 

portfolio; remind of purposes of GFP 

QA and OAAA advise on developing 

a portfolio; identify types of evidence 

and reference points; consider a 

checklist for drafting each section; 

and practice drafting each subsection. 

The activities covered during sessions 

are Quality Manual Gap Analysis and 

update, Entity and Activity Review 

and Partner Review, Review of Sur-

vey questionnaires and focus group 

session with post GFP staff. In addi-

tion, Dr. Adam also conducted an 

observation on FCS faculty meeting.  

Dr. Mohaned Al. Obaidy, Deputy 

Dean for Academic  and Research  


