
Under the benevolent stewardships of GC Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees Dr. Issa Al Bulushi 
and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, the teaching and non-teaching 
staff of Gulf College enjoined to celebrate the 2016 Annual Gathering, 
Gulf College Mabellah Grand Hall. 
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The occasion showcased the 
renowned talents of the GC work-
force. Members of the administra-
tion, faculties and centres per-
formed the traditional songs and 
dances of their homelands. Differ-
ent activities and parlour games 
were also instated for the enter-
tainment of the attendees.  

The culminating highlight of the 
gathering is the distribution of 
awards of excellence, certificates 
of appreciation, token and gifts to 
winners and participants of the 
group events.  

During the ceremony, Board of 
Directors Chair and Board of Trus-

tees Vice-Chair Dr. Issa expressed 
his appreciation for the time and 
dedication exerted by all members 
of the staff in ensuring the topnotch 
quality of education and service 
deliverance in the college.  

He also reminded everyone to 
exert more effort in showing their 
proficiency and diligence in their  
profession, as well as give their 
best practices for the students, so 
that they may obtain their best 
results and become members of 
the Sultanate’s excellent labour 
force. Finally, he asked everyone 
to work in unity so that GC will 
continue to achieve its collective 
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Outstanding athletes from the Gulf College trumped the field and 
emerged victorious as they received the championship trophy in the 
recently-concluded college football tourney, GC gymnasium.  

assemblies for higher education institu-
tions.  

The group aims to create a viable connec-

tion among its members in order to emulate 

educational excellence in an international 

scale. The ARELEN pledges maximum 

global visibility as well as quick spread of 

Best Practice in teaching, learning and man-

agement for its members. It also aims to 

transcend culture by outlaying the Arabic 

and European setting and opening gateways 

The int’l assembly’s official logo, as approved by members 

The GC team outranked 21 com-
peting groups during the event. Mr. 
Mazin Al Mashari of Al Maali team 
received the highest title among 
the contenders.  

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors and Vice Chair of the 
Board of Trustees Dr. Issa Al Bu-
lushi extended his felicitation to the 
winners of the sport.   

Mr. Mohammed Fouad, Head of  
the Student Activities, was also 
recognised for his efforts in the 
preparation, coaching, and super-

vision of all players from the start 
until the end of the tournament 
cycle.  

The whole event featured action-
packed performances from the 
college’s best kickers. Each team  
followed a rigorous training sched-
ule as well as a strict everyday 
routine to ensure the success of 
their performance. The event was 
structured in staggered elimination 
format to determine which teams 
will compete in the finals. The 
winning athletes continue to under-
go training for the Sultanate’s 
national tournaments.  

BEAMING. GC Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees Dr. 
Issa Al Bulushi proudly  presents the award to the team’s MVP.  

JOYOUS. GC Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees Dr. 
Issa Al Bulushi (right) and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (left) spearhead the celebration of 
the college’s Annual Gathering.  

Gulf College is now an esteemed member of the 
Arab European Leadership Network in Higher Edu-
cation (ARELEN), one of the world’s most prestig-

for direct communication opportunities 

among institutions. Furthermore, the ARE-

LEN also sponsors specially-designed work-

shops and capacity-building activities for the 

benefit of staff and stakeholders of the differ-

ent colleges and universities aligned with 

their cause.  

Some notable members of the ARELEN 

include Cardiff Metropolitan University, Uni-

versity of Warsaw, Sapienza- Universita di 

Roma, Alexandria University, among others.  
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Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bu-
lushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani 
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr. 
Shameena Mehtab (Critic),          
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in 
Chief)  

Epitomizing the leadership prowess of the Gulf College academe, Dean Prof. Dr. Taki 
Al Abduwani accompanied by Quality Assurance Coordinator Dr. Joseph Cuarteros 
recently attended the 6th QS Maple (Middle East and Africa Professional Leaders in 
Education Conference and Exhibition) in UAE University Al Ain. 

The conference aims to provide a strong-
hold of educational excellence among 
countries. The attending leaders are ac-
quainted with different styles, methods and 
strategies to help ease and accentuate the 
learning of stakeholders around the globe. 
These include creative methods and 
modes of encouragement for students, 
standard and modern teaching techniques, 
as well as the finer points of institutional 
management and quality assessment.  
 
The organisers also allowed for the ex-
change of ideas and best practices among 
leaders, as well as exhibitions of skill and 
technique of presentation in teaching. 
These are done in hopes of inspiring other  

instructors to adopt the best teaching meth-
ods for students’ needs.  

Dean Prof. Dr. Taki and QAC Dr. Cuarteros 
both ascertained that all modern and useful 
teaching and management techniques they 
acquired during the conference will be 
examined, improved, and applied to Gulf 
College. These will be done in the hopes of 
further developing the already impressive 
teaching matrix and management guide 
required by the current academe. 

This process will guarantee the continued 
breakthroughs in research and academics 
that are being achieved by the college’s 
current staff and stakeholders.  

PROACTIVE. Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani and Quality Assurance Coor-
dinator Dr. Joseph Cuarteros attend the 6th QS Maple (Middle East and 
Africa Professional Leaders in Education Conference and Exhibition) in UAE 

GC graced the SSA Business Solutions’ 2016 Leaders’ 
Forum as one of the country’s foremost academic institu-
tions, Crowne Plaza, Qurum.  

 

The aforementioned occa-
sion features Oman’s best 
business leaders. Attendees 
are especially invited by the 
SSA and are tasked to 
share their experiences, 
best practices, value sys-
tems and strategies for 
business and management. 
Gulf College was cordially 
invited as a guest of honour, 
to showcase the academe’s 
unparalleled contributions to 
the industry.  

The event centred on the 
different techniques and 
practices applied by leaders 
to effectively manage their 
administration and staff, as 
well as ensure the quality of 
their offered services.  

Guest speakers also dis-
cussed the tenets of pro-
gressive management.. 
They also offered tips and 
methods that will ensure 
the advanced development 
of attending institutions.  

Deputy Dean for Quality 
Assurance and Partner-
ships Dr. Shameena Meht-
ab expounded on the perti-
nent canons of successful 
leadership in an academic 
setting. She also underlined 
the significance of pursuing 
the study of business in a  
vastly progressing country 
such as the Sultanate, as 
these skills are needed to 
improve the overall land-
scape of society.  

Special guests, family members and loved 
ones of the faculty members also arrived to 
witness the festivities. They were also 
asked to participate in the college’s 
planned activities and performances in 
behalf of their respective families, countries 
and cultures.  

The Annual Gathering came to a close with 
a sumptuous lunch from the GC admin-
istration, which was partaken in by the 
whole college.   

APT. GC Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees Dr. Issa Al Bulushi 
(centre left) and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (centre right) gather with the deputy deans, faculty heads, 
centre managers and staff members for the celebration.  

goal of globally-acclaimed education in the 
Sultanate.   

Meanwhile, the deans, deputy deans, 
faculty heads and centre managers 
pledged their commitment and relentless 
industry to fulfill the college’s goals. They 
also promised to uphold GC’s excellent 
reputation in the field of academics and 
research, for the benefit of the institution’s 
budding learners and stakeholders.  

ATTENTIVE. Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance and Partnerships Dr. 
Shameena Mehtab with the delegates of the Leaders’ Forum 2016.  

COMPLETE. The GC Administration as joined by the faculty and non-teaching staff of Gulf College.  
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 Current Events: 

The United Nations recently honoured the 

International Maritime Organization for their 

efforts in the proliferation of trade, busi-

ness, transportation, safety, and deep sea 

exploration.  

 (Source: www.un.int)  

The three faculties of the college have merged concepts and ideas  to com-
mence the 2nd Grand Extracurricular Activities for stakeholders.  The theme 
of this year’s much-anticipated affair is “Learning gives creativity, Creativity 
leads to thinking, Thinking provides knowledge, Knowledge makes you 
great.” 

medals, trophies, and gifts.  

Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy, Deputy 
Dean for Academics and Research, 
Dr. Shameena Mehtab, Deputy 
Dean for Quality Assurance and 
Partnerships, Mr. Masood Ahmad 
Khan, Head of the Faculty of Foun-
dation Studies, Dr. Khalid Abu 
Zayed, Head of the Faculty of Busi-
ness and Management Studies,  
and Mr. Abubucker Samsudeen 
Shaffi, Head of the Faculty of Com-
puting Sciences, felicitated the 
winners of the Grand Extra Curricu-
lar Activities. All participants were 
also provided tokens for the active 
participation in the events.  

The working committee, coordinators 
and support staff headed by the over-
all chair, Dr. Maria Gregoria R. Con-
cepcion extended her heartfelt grati-
tude to all the teaching and non-
teaching staff of the Faculty of Foun-
dation Studies (FFS), Faculty of Busi-
ness and Management Studies 
(FBMS), and Faculty of Computing 
Sciences (FCS) for their unwavering 
support and cooperation to make the 
event a success. 

The different contests participated by 
the students were extemporaneous 
speech, quiz bee, photo essay writing, 
cultural exhibition and video making. 
The winners were given certificates, 

AWED. Organisers of the FBMS tour present a token of appreciation for the Chamber of 
Commerce’s  guest speaker.  

The Faculty of Business and Management Studies has assembled a 
comprehensive knowledge tour of the Oman Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry, the country’s regulating body for commerce and industry.  

UNIFIED. (Left) Overall chair Dr. Maria Gregoria Concepcion delvers her message of 
gratitude. (Right) Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan, HoF, FFS, Dr. Khalid Abuzayed, HoF, FBMS 
and Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy, DD-AR supervise the proceedings of the event.  

The students visited all depart-
ments of the OCCI; which was a 
good learning experience for them. 
This visit helped students to trans-
late theory into practical scenarios 
and to realize the importance of 
OCCI in boosting the economic 
status of the Sultanate of Oman. 
 
After the tour, the FBMS learners 
were asked to deliver feedback as 
well as general observations re-
garding the management of the 
activity. The students remarked on 
the efficiency of the Chamber’s 
processes, especially its refined 
guidelines for approving permits 
and documents for business estab-
lishments. Some of the learners 
also commented on the rich fount 
of beneficial information they re-
ceived during the tour, which will 
be useful in their chosen careers.  

The tour seeks to provide students 
a thorough understanding of the 
processes and procedures in-
volved in the acceptance, regula-
tion and maintenance of various 
industries around the Sultanate. 
The visit to OCCI was led by Mr. 
Mutaz Hamid, Programme Leader 
and Dr. Nasrin Sulthana, Lecturer/
CRE Coordinator, and was attend-
ed by 15 students of FBMS.   
 
On behalf of OCCI, Mr. Sulaiman 
Bin Sultan Al Muqairi - Assistant 
Manager for the Branches Affairs 
welcomed the faculty and students. 
He shared valuable information 
regarding OCCI with the students. 
He also explained various func-
tions and how to improve the pri-
vate sector in Oman, as OCCI is 
the main partner in the develop-
ment of sustainable economy.  

VISCERAL. Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan, Head of the Faculty of Foundation Studies deliv-
ers a speech during the extracurricular feat.  

Aimed at creating a pool of innovative and upbeat students who are pas-
sionate in music, poetry and storytelling, the Faculty of Foundation Studies 
under the baton of Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan launched another extracurricu-
lar event this semester where the chosen entrants competed elbow to elbow 
with other talents within the faculty.  

This is one of the best practices of 
Gulf College aside from diurnal class-
room theoretical interaction between 
the lecturer and the learners.  

Mr. Jerome Vicencio, programme 
leader and the overall chair, discussed 
the mechanics and logistics of the 
competitions. He likewise pointed out, 
that this feat will not only help the 
students craft and create valuable free  

time activities but also rally and ripen 
their study routines. The event’s 
success guarantees well-rounded 
students of the Sultanate.  

The FFS extracurricular activities of 
this semester was deemed a great 
success, for it has engendered an 
excellent lure from our students 
because they perceive its signifi-
cance into their optimum growth as 
the future labor force of the country.  



  

Gulf College News Gazette June  2016 Vol. 6  Issue 6 

4 

 Announcement 

Mock Exams Timetables for the Holy 
month of Ramadan are now available 

for viewing at                                       
www. gulfcollege.edu.om    

Culture and Sports 

Amidst the scorching sand and fiery scape of Oman’s Salalah desert, 

three adventurous souls braved the heat in order to fulfill a lifelong 

goal: scale the expanse of three of the largest deserts in the world 

through camel and foot. The whole journey is a study and homage to 

Oman’s great forefathers—those who spent long days travelling from 

one point to another on camelback or on foot. The fiery sun did not 

deter adventurers, Mr. Mohamed Darwish Al Zadjaly, Amer Al Wuhai-

by and Mr. Mark Evan, a British National, from completing the task. 

Now, Mr. Zadjaly and his team share their exciting journey to the GC 

stakeholders, as a beacon of inspiration for big dreamers achievers.  

 

Al Zadjaly and his companions spent 49 days traipsing 1,300 km of 

desert, starting from the edge of Salalah Oman, to Doha Qatar, and 

finally arriving at the sand dunes of Saudi Arabia on December 2015. 

Zadjaly shared the team’s preparation measures, sacrifices, and 

tremendous discipline needed to finish such an arduous task. He 

also mentioned that the greatest challenge of the journey lies within 

the location’s climate: with temperatures ranging from a wintery 2 

degrees Celsius in the evenings and a whopping 49 degrees Celsius 

(and higher) during the daytime. The travellers goal was to determine 

the borders of the three countries: Oman, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. 

Through their journey, the merge and geographical unity of these 

three countries was brought to light, and the undeniable bond of the  

 

Arab world is better illustrated. Al Zadjaly hopes that the information gathered in this 

journey will contribute to different fields of science, geography, politics, and the econo-

my. His team also hopes to inspire other researchers to learn to endure the difficulties 

and challenges that the pursuit of information brings forth. His team is living testament 

to the wonders and knowledge that can be achieved in daring the limits of wisdom and 

the world’s unknown boundaries.  

Their story continues to motivate GC’s bright learners to dare the impossible and work 

hard for their dreams. These extraordinary experiences prove that with faith, effort and 

determination, all goals are possible.  

Aside from the students, notable attendees also include Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy, DD-

AR, Mr. Masood, HoF, FFS, Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, HoF, FBMS, Mr. Mohammed 

Fouad, Head, Student Affairs and lecturers of the 3 faculties. The event was spon-

sored by Gulf College 

Al Zadjaly inspires Gulf College learners with tales of his trek through the Omani desert 

Barakat Mubarak Al-Harthi is  the Sultanate of 

Oman’s sole qualifier for the 2016 Rio Olympics. He 

will also be carrying the country’s torch during the 

opening ceremonies at Rio de Janeiro. Al-Harthi will be competing in the 100m sprint in the hopes 

of capturing Oman’s first Olympic medal. He recently won an international competition in South 

Korea.  

Additionally, the country is also anticipating wildcard qualifiers for four events:  shooting, swimming, 

horse riding and tennis. If successful, these athletes will be joining Al Harthi in competing during this 

year’s Olympics: the world’s largest and most-anticipated sports event.  

 (Source: http://timesofoman.com/article/81803/OmanPride/) 

Oman Trivia 

Image Source: https://www.ganeandmarshall.com/schools/expedition/oman-desert-and-mountain.html 

Image Source: http://timesofoman.com/uploads/images/2015/10/06/219216.jpg 

Image Source: The Fall (2007 film)  


