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Board Chair Dr. Issa, faculty and staff venerate outstanding students  
Gulf College recently frontiered its annual recognition ceremony for out-
standing students, under the leadership of Dr. Issa bin Sabeel Al Bulushi, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trus-
tees and Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean. 

The event was wit-
nessed by key mem-
bers of the manage-
ment and academic 
staff, stakeholders and 
students of the college.  

Gulf College continues 
to contribute extensive-
ly in the fields of extra-
curricular/augmented 
student activities. GC 
shines as a pioneer of 
sports, academics, 
culture and society, as 
expressed by the stu-
dents‟ skills and ac-
complishments . 

EXULTANT. Board Chair Dr. Issa confers tokens of appre-

ciation to the college’s outstanding students. 

For the awards: Silver 
was awarded to the 
handball championship 
for higher education, 
while bronze was for the 
Federation cup of Ath-
letics, organised by the 
Oman Athletics Federa-
tion.  

Another third place was 
awarded to the college‟s 
League Competition 
while the fourth place 
went to athletics Cham-
pionship for Higher Edu-
cation Institutions. The 
students got three dif-

ferent medals in swim-
ming championships for 
higher education institu-
tions. The ceremony 
began with the recita-
tion of verses from the 
Holy Quran facilitated 
by Murshid Al-Riyami, 
followed by a speech 
delivered by Kareema 
bint Omar Al Hinai by 
which she thanked the 
GC Management for 
holding this important 
event dedicated to cele-
brating the students‟ 
effort and skills.   

IN AGREEMENT. HE Dr. Mona bint Salem Al Jardani  

received token of appreciation from GC. 

Under the patronage 

of HE Dr. Mona bint 

Salem Al Jardani, 

Undersecretary of the 

Ministry of Manpower 

for Technical Educa-

tion and Vocational  

Training, Gulf College 
honoured the spon-
sors and participants 
of the training pro-
gramme dedicated to 
developing the skills 
necessary for running 
small business pro-
jects in the Sultanate.  

The event, as hosted by 
the College, included 10 
training packages on 
how to manage small-
scale projects. Each 
package is a five-hour 
training programme that 
includes workshops, 
seminars, training 
courses and peer learn-
ing, for a total of 50 
hours. The training is 
part of the initiatives of 
the Gulf College, in the 
framework of activating 
memorandums of un-
derstanding signed with 
a number of institutions 
that support entrepre-
neurship efforts. Among 
these institutions are: Al
-Raffd Fund - General 
Authority for (Page 3)  

  

To further establish research capabilities 

and achieve the students’ full potentials, 

GC students under the Faculty of Compu-

ting Sciences participated in the oral 

presentation in the Arab Open University 1st 

International Student Research Conference 

2017 at Majan International Hotel. (Page 2) 
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Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bu-
lushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani 
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr. 
Shameena Mehtab (Critic),          
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in 
Chief)  

With the auspices of His Excellency Dr. Said Bin Hamed Al 
Rubaii, Secretary General of the Education Council of the Sul-
tanate, and in the presence of His Highness Mr. Firas bin Fatik 
Al Said, Gulf College launched its first comprehensive forum 
on higher education opportunities for special needs students.  

KEYED. His Excellency Dr. Said Bin Hamed Al Rubaii, Secretary General 
of the Education Council of the Sultanate, His Highness Mr. Firas bin 
Fatik Al Said, Dean Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, and pertinent members of the 
college at the SN opportunities conference.  

The first part of the annual 
event was participated in by 
SN students of the college as 
well as their parents and 
guardians. This year, the forum 
revolved around the theme 
"Education with a New Vision", 
which highlights the college‟s 
mission of providing quality 
education to all sectors of its 
studentry, as well as help them 
transform into productive and 
immensely capable citizens of 
the Sultanate.  
 
During the forum, Prof. Taki Al 
Abduwani, GC Dean, dis-
cussed the programmes and 
specialisations as well as the 
college's support for SN stu-
dents. He also expounded on 
student services, activities, 
educational programmes and 
centres that cater to these 
learners‟ special circumstanc-
es. Finally, Dean Prof. Taki Al 
Abduwani mentioned the vast 
array of labour  

opportunities available for stu-
dents after pursuing higher 
education.  
 
The forum also discussed re-
searches and innovations, as 
introduced by esteemed mem-
bers of higher education, such 
as the study presented by Ms. 
Mariam Bint Saleh Al-Siyabi, 
school principal, which focused 
on the importance of providing 
basic education opportunities 
for people with disabilities, 
partial and total integration, 
and the parents' role in accept-
ing and understanding their 
children's special situations. 
Dr. Nabeh Tarboush presented 
a working paper on the im-
portance of diagnosis and ear-
ly intervention in the treatment 
of cases and the development 
of their individual skills and 
abilities through the initial de-
tection in the early stages of 
their child's life. 

EXCITED. Students of the college attend the Oman Air Arabian Travel 
Market Exhibition 2017 

Gulf College, in coopera-
tion with Oman Air, offered 
an educational experience 
to the students of Travel 
and Tourism programme 
to visit to the Arabian 
Travel Market Exhibition 
held in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Dubai city 
from 24th to 27 April 2017. 
The exhibition was attend-
ed by 10 students from 
different colleges and uni-
versities of the Sultanate 
of Oman, including four 
from Gulf College.  

 

Their research entitled, ”Oman Education System: Influence of 

Social Media  in Learners Learning Process was led by Dr. Row-

ena Ocier Sibayan, Research Coordinator  and the two FCS stu-

dents ; Khalid Al Balushi  and Hamed Al Rahbi  as they performed 

an oral presentation  of their research.  

The GC researchers believe  that education is necessary to 

achieve a sustainable, well-adapted, and economically-stable 

society. They gave credence to social media which is a super-

highway to communicate with peers and spread message in a 

simple and conversational way. Thousands of people earned 

money every day only by trading online and millions learned by 

studying online also .We can use social media to provide an iden-

tity to who we are and the kind of education that we offer .Their 

research was carefully  perused  by Dr. Sibayan  and has the fol-

lowing aims: evaluate the effects of social media  in the students „ 

performance ,purpose in using social media ,time spent on using 

social media ,and its positive effects in education. 

 

Oman Air provided free air 
tickets while Gulf College 
supported its students by 
sponsoring their accommo-
dations, living and transpor-
tation allowances during the 
exhibition. This activity pro-
vided a learning opportunity 
to the students where they 
were able to interact with 
representatives from leading 
Arab and international com-
panies in hospitality industry. 
They also came across the 
various cutting-edge prod-
ucts and services of these 
international companies. 
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 What’s Up in Oman?  

Oman is ranked 4th safest country 

in the world for visitors, according 

to a recent World Economic Forum 

(WEF) report . 

INTERESTED. Participants tune in to the salient cam-
paigns introduced by the Ministry of Tourism.  

To further enrich the tourism services of the Sultanate, the Ministry of Tourism 

recently commenced a workshop entitled “Innovative ideas to serve the tour-

ism sector” in cooperation with The Research Council (TRC) as part of a re-

search project that aims to collate Oman legends and folk tales associated 

with tourism sites. The event was partaken  by HE students, including mem-

bers of Gulf College’s prime studentry.  

detailed presentation of some legends 
and folk tales.  

Some related video recordings and pho-
tos and a presentation of the researchers 
experiences in sites.  

Additionally, attendees were engaged in a 
brainstorming activity where they exhaust-
ively conversed about folk tales and leg-
ends of the Sultanate.  

The Ministry‟s representatives summa-
rised the crucial and commercial ideas 
that can be used to promote the project.     

The workshop witnessed the participa-
tion of researches, small and medium 
sized enterprises, universities and stu-
dents of tourism. From Gulf College, 
four student representatives and the 
Programme Leader Mr. Mutaz Hamid 
attended the workshop. 

The workshop provided the partici-
pant‟s with a platform to bring effective 
strategies to market and promote these 
stories as well as explore creative com-
mercials and campaigns. The work-
shop included several activities like a 

 
 

Mabela, Oman – The Gulf Hall of Gulf College in Mabela was 
filled with fun, excitement and learning about cultures of 
different nations when the Gulf College International Stu-
dents Annual Cultural Gathering (GCISACG) was staged.  

The GCISACG featured various activities such as booth displays, 
cultural presentations, and time-honoured games.  Each stall 

exhibited local materials 
and products like traditional 
foods, handicrafts, clothing, 
fashions, and innova-
tions.  There were also 
stage plays and actions 
performed showcasing the 
heart-warming traditional 
songs and music, artistic 
and colourful tribal dances, 
and adorable indigenous literatures – all showing the richness of cultural heritages and prac-
tices unique and special particularly to the participating countries namely, Oman, Philip-
pines, India, Pakistan, Qatar, Egypt, Palestine, Kuwait, Jordan, Bahrain, and Sudan.  

The entire celebration was graced by the Dean Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, and senior staffs. 
Ms. Faiza Ahmed Kiran, Manager, Centre for Career Guidance and Alumni Affairs was the 
overall in-charge of the event. 

It was likewise highlighted with the creation of „Rangoli‟ art of the Indian culture that is 
thought to bring good luck, the singing of the unity song “We Are the World” as a culmina-
tion, and the banquet where traditional foods were shared by everyone after the pro-
gramme.  Apart from acquaintances and friendships, the GCISACG was able to strengthen 
own cultural beliefs, understand and respect cultural diversities, internalise global citizen-
ship, unity and teamwork, and promote peace and a deep sense of solidarity.  

(Right) Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean  

Faculty and staff pose with the Sudanese delegation.  
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Culture and Research  

 

GC congratulates our faculty 

members and students for their 

first approved FURAP Research 

Projects! 

The three faculties of the college have merged ide-

as and concepts to start the 3rd Grand Extracurricu-

lar Activities this year 2017 with the theme 

“Student Innovators and Entrepreneurs: Drivers of 

Regional Growth”.  

The working committee coor-

dinator and support staff head-

ed by the overall chair, Dr. 

Alrence Halibas, Programme 

leader, FCS, extend her heart-

felt gratitude to all the teaching 

and non teaching staff of Gulf 

College for their unwavering 

support and cooperation to 

make the event a success.  

The different contests partici-

pated by the students were 

team Building Challenge, In-

novation and Entrepreneur-

ship quiz, Dated and Packag-

ing Challenge, Extemporane-

ous Speech Contest , Videog-

raphy Competition and story 
telling. The winners were giv-

en medals, trophies, certifi-

cates and gifts. Gulf College 

expressed their pride for the 

talented students who fought 

valiantly in the different con-

tests and hone their communi-

cation, artistic skills, and en-

trepreneurial abilities and in-

novative capabilities in pursuit 

of higher learning. The GC 

Management hopes that the 

three faculties will be able to 

sustain their very excellent 

programme annually.   

Prof. Taki Al Abduwani expre- 

ssed his relentless laudable appreciation to the Department 

heads, coordinators, working committee, staff and students in 

their unparalleled commitment in spearheading the grand extra-

curricular activities 2017. 

Lecturers from the Faculty 

of Foundation Studies, Mr. 

Peyman Nouraey and Ms. 

Romana Syeda, recently 

published a joint research 

on the effectiveness of the 

Centre for Learning Re-

cooperation, impact on 

knowledge enhancement, 

and recommendation to 

peers. Findings of the study 

revealed that participants 

were mostly in agreement 

with all eight statements pro-

vided in the questionnaire, 

which were interpreted as 

positive feedbacks from the 

students.  

The researchers hope that 

such a publication will aid in 

the betterment of the col-

lege‟s CLR, which was instat-

ed to amend and augment 

the learning strategies of the 

students, as well as maxim-

ise students‟ skills.  

Resources (CLR) on 

the students’ learning 

outcomes. The paper 

was published by the 

International Journal of 

English Language and 

Translation Studies 

(ISSN: 2308-5460, Vol. 

5, No. 2, pp. 29-34).   

The published study featured 

an author-designed ques-

tionnaire tailored to address 

key aspects of the centre. 

These elements include stu-

dents‟ visits frequency, avail-

ability of books related to 

modules, centre facilities, 

use of discussion rooms, use 

of online resources, staff  

(From left to right) Mr. Peyman 
Nouraey and Ms. Romana Syeda, 

FFS lecturers  

 

Small and Medium Enter-
prises (REEDA) - Youth 
Development Fund 
(Partnership) Muscat for 
Businesswomen - Small and 
Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Fund. The ceremo-
ny began with the welcome 
speech of Prof. Taki Al Ab-
duwani, GC Dean, who 
stressed the importance of 
the SME sector, which is the 
main nerve in the national 
and international economy 
for its flexibility, diversity and 
sustainability in the business 
movement. The scientific 
material of the training pro-
gram was prepared  accord-
ing to GC‟s initiatives.  


