
ACHIEVERS. (Left) Students receive their Bachelor Degrees during the 2016 Graduation Rites. (Right) H.E. Sayyid Salim bin Musallam Al Busaidi, Undersecre-
tary for Administrative Development Affairs, Ministry of Civil Services and H.E. Najeeb Bin Ali Al Rawas, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Environment and 

Climate Affairs, with Dr. Issa Sabeel Al Bulushi, Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees  
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Cognisant to the college’s goal of upholding educational excellence in 
the Sultanate, Dr Issa Sabeel Al Bulushi, Chairman, Board of Directors 
and Vice Chair, Board of Trustees and Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, Gulf 
College Dean  recently conferred with Her Excellency, Dr. Rawya Al 
Busaidi, Minister of Higher Education, Sultanate of Oman, as well as 
the delegates of Cardiff Metropolitan University to discuss the mile-
stones achieved in terms of transnational education partnerships.  

Gulf College commits to its fair pride of conveying excellence to the Sultanate of Oman, as 950 graduates were honoured 

during the GC 10th graduation rites held under the patronage of H.E. Sayyid Salim bin Musallam Al Busaidi, Undersecretary 

for Administrative Development Affairs, Ministry of Civil Services and H.E. Najeeb Bin Ali Al Rawas, Undersecretary of the 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs. 

Vice Chair of the Board of 
Trustees stated that the col-
lege is “honored that this 
graduation event coincides 
with the country celebrating 
its 46th National Day; that 
Oman was granted by God 
the ideal environment to ac-
celerate in the field of educa-
tion and knowledge.”  

The students efficaciously ful-

filled their Bachelor’s Degrees 

and were recognised in a grad-

uation event attended by nota-

ble guests, friends, and family. 

During the ceremony, Dr. Issa 

Sabeel Al Bulushi, Chairman of 

the Board of Directors and  

Likewise, he thanked the 
event patron, all dignitaries, 
and stakeholders who contrib-
uted to the success of the 
graduation event.  

Meanwhile, Prof. Liz Barnes, 
Vice Chancellor, as the official 
representative of Staffordshire 
University in the ceremony, 

extended her appreciation 

for the families and benefac-

tors for their boundless sup-

port to the graduates. She 

also mentioned during her 

statement that the graduates 

have already achieved the 

qualifications, (Page 2)  

DISCOURSE. Her Excellency, Dr. Rawya Al Busaidi, MoHE, Sultanate of Oman 

along with Dr. Issa Sabeel Al Bulushi, Chairman, Board of Directors and Vice 

Chair, Board of Trustees; Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean; Professor Mo-

hamed Loutfi, Pro Vice Chancellor of CMet University, U.K. 

The most recent visit was held at 
Cardiff Metropolitan University 
Campus, UK, with H.E. Dr. 
Rawya, Board Chair Dr. Issa, 
and Prof. Taki, GC Dean  wel-
comed by Miss Barbara Wilding 
CBE, QPM, Chancellor and 
Chair of the Board of Governors; 
Professor Cara Carmichael 
(Page 2)  

The meeting stemmed from earlier 
discussions on the leaps attained 
by both universities in terms of 
academic linkages. During the 
initial meetings, all explored the 
different courses and programmes 
on offer for local and international 
students. They also deliberated on 
expanded teacher trainings for the 
faculty of CMet and GC.  
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Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bu-
lushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani 
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr. 
Shameena Mehtab (Critic),          
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in 
Chief)  

Gulf College recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Waljat College for Applied Sciences- a move 

which seeks to intensify the research and educational cooperation between both colleges.  

The collaboration includes a freer exchange of infor-

mation related to research and development activities, 

opportunities for joint research and training pro-

grammes, performance of benchmark activities, pro-

moting additional research cooperation, among oth-

ers.  

The MOU is part of the GC’s intensified efforts to 

magnify its academic perspectives through direct, 

channel-to-channel information exchange among part-

ner institutions, as well as prospects for smoother 

information dissemination processes during research. 

In this way, both the faculty and the student body are 

given the ability to maximise their scientific pursuits.   

INNOVATION. Gulf College, under the directive of Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean signed 

a Memorandum of Understanding with Waljat College.  

Gulf College welcomes the arrival of its 

international students for the first aca-

demic year 2015-2016, under the guidance 

of Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, Dean.  The stu-

dents were commended during a ceremo-

ny held inside the campus, with  Prof. Taki 

mentioning a new dimension in the mod-

ern paradigm of the college. He stated 

that the students are given ample oppor-

tunities to fullfill their dreams of obtaining 

a Bachelor’s degree in either Staffordshire 

University of U.K., or Cardiff Met Universi-

ty, U.K. during their entry into Gulf Col-

lege.  

Prof. Taki also expounded on new proce-

dures and award structures as he cited that it 

should be strictly and efficiently implemented 

to allocate the right modules to the students 

ensuring that they are on the right track of 

studies. Finally, he called on to different cen-

tre managers to discuss their specific tasks 

and obligations to develop the whole being of 

every student in Gulf College. Prof. Taki clari-

fied that each centre manager has a com-

plete promise of helping and assisting every 

individual to obtain their dreams of being a 

prestigious graduate of U.K. Universities in 

Gulf College. 

ASSEMBLY. The international students of Gulf College were commended in a ceremony spearhead-

ed by faculty and staff, under the guidance of  Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean. 

morals, skills and values needed in the business market. Notable attendees during 

the ceremony include Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean, Dr. Peter Jones, Acting 

Dean of the Faculty of Business and Law, SU, Deputy Deans, Heads of Faculty, 

assigned staff, dignitaries, stakeholders and parents. 

President and Vice-Chancellor; and Professor Mohamed Loutfi, Pro Vice Chancellor 
(International).  
Gulf College hopes to continue its successful streak of global education through 
international linkages with other universities in the Sultanate of Oman as well as 
abroad. This is also done to further enrich the landscape of research, business, sci-
ence and technology among students and staff.  



Gulf College News Gazette Nov. 2016 Vol. 5 Issue 11 

3 

 

Image Source: Flickr.com  

A happy and 
honourable 46th 
National Day to 
the Sultanate of 

Oman! 

Dr. Ephin Muthayyan, FCS Lecturer 

tification. In the study, he also 
evaluates previously-used bio-
metrics methods and inspects 
which keeps at par with regulation 
standards.  
 
Dr. Ephin hopes that by improving 

the technology available, record-

keeping and identification will be 

Dr. Ephin Muthayyan, lecturer of the Faculty of Computing Sciences  achieved the honour of 

publishing his study in the International Journal of Innovative Trends in Engineering (IJITE).  

The research seeks to up-

grade the currents biometrics 

system—or the technology 

that enables the reading of 

palm- and fingerprints. Dr. 

Ephin hopes to aid the rec-

ords management industry by 

providing a clearer and more 

accurate technology for iden-

accessible. He sees that such 
an innovation will aid in multi-
ple fields. This includes medi-
cal data and tracing in hospi-
tals,  police and security rec-
ords, property and shares 
ownership, even the proper 
automation of identification for 
schools, homes, and other 
public domains.  

TECHNOLOGY. Muhammad Shahzad, Lecturer, FCS and VLG Coordinator delivers the 
workshop on Moodle 

With the fast encroachment of technology in all aspects of soci-

ety today, GC has embarked on upgrading the e-learning mode 

of its students via the application of Moodle tools. And in prepa-

ration for this, Muhammad Shahzad, Lecturer, Faculty of Com-

puting Sciences (FCS) and VLG Coordinator spearheaded the 

conduct of workshop sessions to equip lecturers with the nec-

essary orientation and background on how to use the Moodle 

website and e-learning portal.  

and images, and uploading 

lecture notes. 

During the workshop, the FFS 

lecturers experienced the actual 

process of doing the strategies 

on the application of Moodle.  

The workshop included primers 

on accessing the Moodle web-

site and portal, editing user 

profile, changing passwords, 

creating links for uploading 

assignment papers per stu-

dent, changing section name 

The Faculty of Foundation Studies (FFS), under the repu-

table auspices of Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean, and 

Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan, FFS HoF, recently introduced 

the SWOT Analysis in the current GFP Programme; a 

move that seeks to strengthen the existing teaching strat-

egies employed in the college.  

INCLUDED. The Faculty of Foundation Studies underwent the SWOT Analysis for 

its GFP Programme to further improve the staff’s teaching techniques and em-

ployed learning strategies.  

processes aligned with per-

tinent international stand-

ards. In line with this, FFS 

lecturers headed by Mr. 

Jerome Vicencio, pro-

gramme leader, presented 

current challenges in the 

delivery of General English.  

Prof. Taki states that the 

overall aim of this analysis is 

to ensure the quality of in-

struction in the college. 

Through the aforementioned 

analysis, GC will be able to 

significantly explore the inten-

sive external review  
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Quality Assurance, Student 

PRECISION. Ms. Ritu Gandhi, Ms. Mamatha Gnanakumar and Dr. 

Nasrin Sulthana, lecturers of FBMS. 

Congratulations to the 

outstanding 2016 graduates 

of Gulf College! 

- from your GC family 

Gulf College proved their might in the field of sports as the GC team 
went head to head with other aspiring national teams from Bahrain 
who also dominated the competition.  

PROWESS. GC bagged gold during the 2016 Millennium Triathlon.  

Gulf College has foreseen the growing demand of Pearson Test of 
English Academic (PTE) to fullfill the need of language proficiency 
test that accurately measures the communication skills of each stu-
dent populace in the faculty of Foundation Programme (FFS) and 
International Students-Applicants in other colleges and universities 

in the Sultanate of Oman. Ms Natasha Arain, Regional Manager, ELT  

Gulf and Levant Core Market visited the Pearson Test 
Centre of Gulf College and cite important points to 

mend the centre. 

ment of Gulf College PTE. 

Mr. Roy Gliten, technical 

staff of the PTE was also 

given the opportunity to 

handle the examination of 

the students. The Pearson 

Exam  measures overall 

English language compe-

tency.  

Ms. Aisha Ghazi Haider, 

Manager of the PTE-Gulf 

College and Mr Masood 

Ahmad Khan HoF,FFS 

set on the right foot to 

discuss some changes in 

the PTE structure with 

Ms. Natasha  to discuss 

with her some concerns 

to improve the manage-

The college player Mr. Bel Arab Al 

Hamhami surpassed the skill of 

other worthy opponents from other 

countries. The final Millen-nium 

Triathlon 2016 took place in Mu-

sanah.  

Mr. Mohammed Fouad, Head, Stu

-dent Affairs was glad that GC ath-

letes developed their love of athlet

-ics and other sports events, while 

teaching them the value of cama-

raderie and sportsmanship.  

Impact Factor : 5.276. The detail abstract about the paper were as fol-

lows: Fall in Oil Price has been the talk of world recently as it’s a major 

issue in Middle East Countries. Oil and gas industry and real estate 

forms a major part of the GCC economies. This paper aims to study the 

fall in oil prices and its impact on the real estates in Oman. The re-

search philosophy used in this study was phenomenology as it takes in 

detail about the social phenomena to resolve the problem. Deductive 

approach is used as research approach as the research going to devel-

op the hypothesis and test the hypothesis. Ethnography as the research 

strategy is used to carry out the research without any difficulty. The re-

search design used in this study was descriptive analysis and sampling 

technique used is purposive sampling. Here two sets of samples will be 

collected from the people who are dealing in Oil industries and people 

who are working in real estate sector in Oman.  

Ms. Ritu Gandhi, Ms. Mamatha Gnanakumar and Dr. 

Nasrin Sulthana, lecturers of FBMS published their 

research work in International Journal of Management 

and Social Science, Vol. 04 Issue-07, (July, 2016) 

ISSN: 2321-1784.  


