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Faculty of Business Studies
hold workshops for studes

Gulf College backs up Ibri College Tech’s IT program;
Mohaned, Haitham serve as OPNET speakers

By Dr. Revenio Jalagat
This year is another journey for the Faculty of Business
studies in its quest of continuous
effort to improve the quality of education in the department. As an
annual affair, the Faculty headed
by Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed held three
workshops focusing on the following topics: College Structure and
Regulations, Plagiarism and Harvard Referencing System, and Critical Writing Skills. These workshops
were delivered by three faculties of
the department and were scheduled on different dates at the JHall.
The first workshop titled
“College Structure and Regulations” was conducted
(continued on page 2)

By Dr. Antonio Asuncion
Having the administration
reinforced its exemplary mileage on
linkages and extension services,
Gulf College opened its doors to
other colleges of Sultanate of Oman
as it responded positively to the
invitation of the Ministry of Higher
Education (MoHE) to participate in
promoting its thrust in diffusing relevant aggregates of knowledge to
other regions of the sultanate.
This motivated primarily
the administration of Gulf College to
send Dr. Mohaned Al-Obaidy, Head
Dr. Mohaned, Head of Computing Studies and Mr. of Computing Studies, and Mr.
Haitham Adarba, Award Leader also from Comput- Haitham Y. Adarbah, award leader
ing Studies while reviewing their power point pres- of Computing Studies, as speakers
entation at Ibri College of Technology.
in a May 15 workshop at Ibri College of Technology (CoT).
(See Page 2)

Dr. Taki appoints Dr. Asuncion as
Associate Editor of GC e-gazette
With the need to encourage all
staffs to engage themselves into scholarly
works and publication, Dr. Taki recently
appointed Dr. Antonio Asuncion as the
Associate Editor of the GC electronic
news gazette to help the Research and
Industry Engagement Center (RIEC)
gather news articles from/about students
and staffs and write different stories that
happens in the College.
Although Dr. Tony (as he is
fondly called by peers) has been writing in
the previous issues of the GC news gazette, his appointment as such will start In
June (this issue).
Dr. Tony has been in the Faculty
of Foundation Studies for almost a year
now and has been teaching English Languages among Foundation students. He
has extensive experience in news writing
and has served in various capacities as
Editor, News Writer, Researcher in several publications both in the Philippines
and other colleges abroad e.g. Bahrain
and Oman. In behalf of the Editorial Advisory Board, we welcome Dr. Tony as Associate Editor in this gazette. (See Associate Editor’s Message in Page 2)

GC students win Photography Competition
To boosts student’s talent
and active participation to society,
Gulf College sent some students
to participate in this year’s Photography Exhibition held in the
Hall of Gardenia in Barka last
May 28, 2012.
Fortunately, three of our
students won the top three posts
in the said photography competition. The first place winner was
bagged by Faisal Alzidjali whose
entry is about the sunset (top
photo) while the second post was
taken by Sultan Alrawahi (bottom
photo) whose entry speaks about
the shoreline/beach in Oman.
The third place was taken by Ruqaiya Al Yousofi from the Business Faculty whose entry is
themed on the life of a little
Omani girl.
(Continued on Page 6)
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Faculty of Business Studies from page 1
by Dr. Revenio on May 7, 2012. The primary
objective of the workshop is to inform the
students on the house rules and regulations
of the College, the organizational structure
and the availability of the facilities which the
College presently had. The attendance has
been improved significantly compared to the
last year and students were very interested
to know what the College can offer especially
to the new students.
It was followed by a workshop on
“Plagiarism and Harvard Referencing” on
May 21, 2012 which focuses on developing
the students’ attitude towards professional
writing with appropriate use of quotations
and the proper manner of utilizing other’s
work. In this workshop, Mrs. Yasser, one of
the faculties of the department emphasized
the importance of developing the students’
ability to make citations to be free from plagiarism issues especially in complying their
assignments.
Finally, last but not the least was the
workshop on “Critical Writing Skills” by Dr.
Mario Pallada where he had emphasized concerns on how to write critically especially the
utilization of reading materials such as
books, journals and other materials as references. Further, he pointed out that students
should be knowledgeable in this area because this will be useful in their future endeavors.
To sum up, the three workshops was
a great success not only for the department
but in the whole College. The endless participation and support from the Administration,
Faculty of the Business Studies and the Students significantly contributed to the development of the College. Indeed teamwork and
cooperation of each one is very important
ingredients of what we called “Success”.

Gulf College backs up Ibri
(from page 1)

Dr. Mohaned in the workshop discussed
comprehensively the concept on “Network
Simulation Tools- OPNET” which was
highly focused on IT Guru Academic Edition. Dr. Mohaned said in an interview,
“During the workshop, we aimed at introducing the essential features of IT Guru
and its work flow because this simulation is
currently the most adopted method of analyzing network that allows rapid evaluation,
optimization and adjustment of propose
algorithms and protocols”.

Embracing Change
A message from the Associate Editor
By Dr. Antonio M. Asuncion
Change in the name of development has always been
the persistent aim of every educational institution.
Change is always welcomed by the enlightened ones,
and resisted by the uninformed others. In this sense,
though only a few desires to be the leaders of change,
Gulf College takes pride of divulging into gigantic steps to be at its helm.
Deeping our fingers into responsible journalism through our Gulf College
News Gazette is an intense orchestration of all our talents and abilities to
effect favorable changes we are after.
I, being the newly appointed associate editor of Gulf College News
Gazette, am calling on all GC staff to hold hands and coordinate our efforts
to realize our aims, to intensify what has been worked for, as well as to constantly examine what else needs to be done so that we get there where we
want to be: state of existence where high standards are the daily norms.
I call for synergized efforts, superb camaraderie, with which to inspire ourselves, our students and stakeholders who have come to believe in
us. Together, we shall sustain the heart of unity in our mission and effect the
eloquent change for the continuing betterment of our very own GC through
our humble publication indexed on the philosophy of transparency, truthfulness and equity.
May we all be ambassadors of unrivaled commitment and unwavering collaboration as we share our positive ideas, reforms, practices and researches through our GC News Gazette. May our monthly electronic publication add relevant features in our yardsticks of quality standards of performance. May our publication serve as a venue in exposing our accomplishments and serves as a window where our stakeholders could have a clear
view of our activities, practices, expertise and experiences we readily offer to
our clienteles.
Love GC forever more than ever! May this be our hearts’ forever
song as we pledge to do and give our best on behalf of all our students who
have come to spend their time with us, trusting in us to help them shape a
better tomorrow.
He likewise added that IT
Guru is good for beginner level of networking courses which is designed and
tested to be used by laboratory manuals in the classroom.
After the concept on IT Guru
was done by Dr. Mohaned, Mr.
Haitham did immediately the practical
application session of the said workshop wherein he demonstrated to the
20 student-participants and two IT
module tutors of the same college the
effective implementation of IT Guru
features in building network models.
He specifically emphasized quick network simulation and analysis of statistics on network performance.
Haitham mentioned in an
interview, “I saw the students very

eager as manifested in their active maximum participation during the practical
session of IT Guru and I was satisfied
that they were able to build small internetwork.” He disclosed, “I hope that there
will be again another opportunity for us
tutors of GC to share our expertise to
other colleges of the sultanate when
deemed necessary to strengthen our
linkages and extension services and to
sustain support to the trusts of MoHE.”
“During our one-day stay at Ibri CoT, the
management expressed their intensive
desire for more relevant trainings and
necessary possible networking opportunities between them and Gulf College”,
said Dr. Mohaned and Mr. Haitham in
closing.
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Dr. Issa’s paper on Industry Science Link (ISL) accepted for
oral presentation at the 7th SMTE International Conference
Realizing the importance of
Industry Science Link (ISL) and the
processes that involves with it e.g.
Research Support, Research Collaboration, Knowledge Transfer and Technology Transfer and how it can help
lead to becoming a knowledge-based
economy, Dr. Issa submitted a paper
regarding ISL at the 7th International
Conference on Science, Mathematics
and Technology Education. Said paper which passed the scrutiny of
panel of peer reviewers is entitled:
“Establishing Industry Science Links
in Higher Education: Towards Achieving a Knowledge Based Economy in
Oman”. The paper explored the determinants of successful industryscience links (ISL), involving cooperation between firms and universities,
in order to assist the development of
a diversified knowledge-based economy in Oman. Dr. Issa looked into
the development of these links in the
advanced countries for the necessary
benchmarking.

7th International Conference on Science,
Mathematics and Technology Education
Dr. Issa said that at present, not much universities and colleges in Oman see the importance of
establishing links between them and the industries
and so based in this premise, his research will look
into the benefits of ISL and how this can possibly lead
to establishing a knowledge-based economy in Oman.
The conference will be hosted by Sultan
Qaboos University in November 2012. The previous
conference were held in Vietnam, South Africa, Canada, Thailand, Taiwan. This year’s conference is expected to provide another intellectually challenging
and culturally enriching experience for science, mathematics and technology teachers, teacher educators,
researchers, and administrators from all education
levels from around the world.

Dr. Taki publishes research at the International Journal of
Information Technology and Business Management
As an academic institution of
higher learning, Gulf College (GC) gives
premium to research. GC believes that
research as an academic function differentiates higher education from basic education. Involvement of faculty and students in
quality research is one benchmark of the
“academic reputation” of any Higher Education Institution (HEI). This eventually translates into the quality of the institution. Aside
from this consideration, conducting research can contribute to a large extent to
development. Thus, technological, social,
economic and political advancements must
be strongly anchored on research findings.
In keeping with this educational philosophy
and to translate the objectives enunciated
in the GC Research Strategic Plan 20092014, Dr. Taki submitted his paper for possible publication at the International Journal
of Information Technology and Business
Management (JITBM) last moth. The research paper which passed the rigid
evaluation of the editorial board of JITBM
(composed of reputable researchers from
all over the world), obtained minor

correction and editing. In fact the panel of
evaluators gave the following feedback to
Dr. Taki: the rationale of the study is excellent, the introduction sounds well, there is a
good attempt at bringing related literature on
human capital, fair amount of work was done
at the result/discussion as well as conclusion
and recommendation and the references are
quite impressive.
Dr. Taki’s research paper is entitled
“The value and development of soft skills: A
case of Sultanate of Oman”. Currently, said
research paper is published at the 2nd Volume, June 2012 issue of the JITBM, ISSN
2304-0777 and can be viewed at http://
www.jitbm.com/volume2No1.html. JITBM is
an international journal that encourage and
promote scholarly papers from researchers

RESEARCH CORNER

Dr. Issa meets RPC body
Truly committed at embedding research in the teachinglearning process at the Gulf College, the Chairman & CEO, Dr. Issa
Al Bulushi, being the Chairman of
the Research Program Committee
(RPC) called a meeting to convene
the members of the RPC which is
composed of the Heads of Faculty,
the Dean, the Deputy Dean for Academics and Research, Assistant
Dean for Quality Assurance and the
Head of the Research and Industry
Engagement Center (RIEC) who
served as the Rapporteur.
The first RPC Meeting for
this year was held last May 7, 2012
at the Chairman’s Office, to discuss
the fine-tuning of the research
thrusts of the College as embodied
in the Research Strategy 20092014. Also, several support mechanisms were discussed by the body
to encourage greater participation
of its students, faculty and staffs in
research activities. Among such
support is the financial assistance
for participation in international conference, paper presentation, research submission, etc. The criteria
to provide financial assistance will
be disclosed to all the staffs soon.

all over the world in the field of Management and Information Technology
and provides them platform to publish
their outstanding research work in its
international standard journal. The
dedicated and experienced teams of
JITBM editors review the research
papers keenly to maintain the high
quality and International scholarly standard of its journal publication.
The journal has also accepted
the research paper of Dr. Issa after
passing the review process made by
the editorial board of JITBM .
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Dr. Taki lauds IFP’s conduct of 2nd set extracurricular;
Al Munther clinches two-shot victory in spelling tilt
Dr. Antonio M. Asuncion
Gulf College Dean Dr. Taki
expressed his relentless laudable
appreciation last June 18th to the IFP
Staff at the H-Hall in his inspirational
message for the unparalleled commitment of the Faculty in spearheading another set of Extracurricular Activities despite of volumes of work
this second semester beefing up the
success of Gulf College for academic
year 2011-2012.
In his speech addressed to
the students, he emphasized, “The
administration is proud to all of you
(student-participants) who value active participation in activities that
discover and further hone your communication skills. Your mere presence standing boldly in front of the
audience during the dramatic oral
reading as I witnessed is a significant
avenue in building your confidence
and boosting steadily your morale as
students.”
“I hope you will sustain this
very excellent program at the IFP department and may the organizers and
Mr. Masood put up more activities in
the next semesters to come”, disclosed Prof. Taki.
The extracurricular activities commenced with the film viewing on
“Matilda”, wherein all the registered
78 full-time students were given each
a synopsis of the movie during the
registration period to guide them in
answering the film review questions.
While the movie was going on, the
students answered at the same time
the questions which reaped the immediate result showing Eman Al Siyabi as the highest scorer, Munira
Amur Khamis Al Hanshi cooped second place, and Nehal Hamed and
Safa Said tied at the third spot. All
the three students come from Batch
104.
The extracurricular activities
commenced with the film viewing on
“Matilda”, wherein all the
registered 78
full-time students were
given each a synopsis of the movie
during the registration period to guide
them in answering the film review
questions. While the
movie

was going on, the students answered at
the same time the questions which reaped
the immediate result showing Eman Al Siyabi as the highest scorer, Munira Amur
Khamis Al Hanshi cooped second place,
and Nehal Hamed and Safa Said tied at the
third spot. All the three students come from
Batch 104.
Where as in the spelling tilt, Al
Munther Said unleashed again his prowess
as he romped away and bagged his sweet
victory for the second time around, the first
time he got the title was during the 1st semester of the same year. He bagged the
title in two semesters in a row to sustain
his title being this year’s spelling champ
after he tightened his grip and eventually
reigned in the final round of the competition besting all 28 participants from the
different batches. Meanwhile, Sulaiman
Salem Al Salhi raked the 2nd spot while
Islam El Zoguli and Hadeel Al Amri both
landed at the 3rd slate.
Islam El Zoguli was adjudged champion in
the dramatic oral reading contest after
impressing the judges chaired by Dr. Wilma
Serrano while Safa Said Khalfan pocketed
2nd place and Munira Amur Khamis Al Hanshi delighted herself and settled at 3rd
spot.

It can be recalled that the conduct of
extracurricular activities of IFP was launched
successfully last first semester which was likewise applauded by Ms Kharen and Mr. Paul
from Staffordshire University during a meeting
with them when the action plan of the department was presented and reviewed last semester of the same year.
“The conduct of another set of extracurricular this semester was a success for it
has generated a marvellous attraction from
our students because they perceive its relevance into their optimum development as future workers in the job market “, the organizers heralded.
The extracurricular activities in two
semesters this year were spearheaded by Dr.
Antonio M. Asuncion and Dr. Joseph B. Cuarteros with the overall coordination of Mr.
Masood Khan, the three IFP award leaders: Dr.
Wilma D. Serrano, Ms Aisha Haider Ghazi and
Mr Khalid Abdul Baki, and the staff of the IFP
department namely, Dr. Romeo C. Castillo, Dr.
Ester E. Simagala, Ms. Denny Daniel, Ms Jane
Crookall, Mr Mohammed Jamal, Dr. Agnes B.
Ilagan, Ms Reshma, Ms Meenaakshi Vythianathan, Ms Preethy Denny, Ms Rida, Ms Samah
Nadah and Mr. Iyad Bani Melhem.
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Gulf College Hosts Security Market’s Awareness Campaign 2012
By Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, Head Faculty of Business Studies

Up: The two speakers while delivering their presentation (extreme left and right), Dr. Khalid while awarding the token of appreciation (middle)
Down: The audience (consisting of both staffs from the Faculty of Business Studies and the students) while listening to the discussion.

On Sunday 15/04/2012, the Gulf College (Faculty of
Business Studies) hosted the events of Muscat Securities
Market Awareness campaign - 2012 which was organized by
the Capital Market Authority - Muscat Securities Market in
cooperation with Muscat Clearance and Credit Company on
the awareness efforts undertaken by the Gulf College to
spread the culture of saving, investment and insurance
among the college students and to all the community groups.
It has been attended by significant number of the college
students, administrative staff and academic staff.
The main aim of the campaign was to spread the
awareness among the students the roles of the Capital Market Authority - Muscat Securities Market as the legislative
and monitoring authority on the Capital Market and Insurance sectors, besides explaining the role of the Muscat Securities Market and Muscat Clearance and Credit Company. It
aims as well to inform the investors and Insurance policy
holders about different aspects of both sectors so as to upgrade the level of the information about the investments and
Insurance which reflects positively on both sectors. In addition, emphasizing the importance of the saving and investment especially among University, colleges, schools and
Omani Women Associations all over Oman. Other economical
and financial issues related to the Capital Market and Insurance sectors also have been discussed with the concerned
groups. Beside explaining Insurance Culture that is interesting to majority of the society. This year the campaign aims at
targeting specific groups in each of its awareness stations
throughout the Sultanate to introduce the Capital Market and
Insurance sectors, through conducting seminars, lectures
besides distributing awareness pamphlets and publications
that explain how to deal with and benefited from both sectors
by different groups of the society,

The campaign which was consists of a team of experts of both sectors, went to different areas and Wilayats
(States) presenting details of the awareness massage that
relevant to the targeted groups. The campaign hosted by the
Gulf College was represented by Bader Salim Al Mahrooqi,
Majed Mohammed Al Kiumi, Qais Said Al Sahi from General
Authority of the Security Market and Anwar Salim Al Rashedi,
Raid Al Hoti from Muscat Securities Market and Muscat
Clearance who presented several papers on the fields.
No doubt that hosting such a campaign with such
experts avail great opportunity and enhancing continuous
communication between legislative, monitoring and executive
authorities with all the different community groups. Through
the papers which were selected carefully to suit the targeted
group, they closely presented overview about the importance
and roles played by the Capital Market sector and Insurance
sector, the papers were carrying message with suitable presentation. Papers were concentrated on several topics including the stocks investment machinery, bases of investment,
reality of consumption tendency and how to enhance the saving culture besides discussing subjects about insurance roles
and significance.
After presenting the working papers, question and
inquiries were open, students enquired to be informed better
about the best way of investment, campaign members answered the question.
At the end, souvenir were presented by Mr. Bader
Salim Al Mahrooqi, Awareness and Media Specialist in the
Capital Market Authority of Muscat Securities Market to the
Head – Faculty of Business Studies, Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, in
the Gulf College for their hospitality in hosting the campaign.
Dr. Khalid emphasized on the importance of enhancing the
cooperation for giving students the best knowledge.
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Dr. Issa while viewing the photography entries of the students along with the other
The third placer is an entry from our very own guest (Left picture) while Ruqaiya is showing them her personal entry for the photograStudent Affairs Employee, Ruqaiya Al Yousofi, phy competition. (Right) Dr. Issa while listening to the explanation of the student
Photography Exhibition
about the story of one photography entry.

GC Computing Faculty holds training on Software Testing,
Mr.Balaji serves as speaker, Dr. Mohaned thumbs up
By Dr. Antonio Asuncion

“The World is three days: As for
yesterday, it has vanished, along
with all that was in it. As for tomorrow, you may never see it. As
for today, it is yours, so work in
it.”
- Hassan al-Basri

Keeping at par with the
Gulf College’s goal of producing
creative and adept graduates, the
Computing Faculty sponsored a
relevant seminar-workshop on
"Amendments in Software Testing"
19th June to the 12 final year project students, both part-time (BBlock 11) and full-time (F-Block-10).
The said training, which
Computing Faculty Head Dr. Mohaned lauded, gave emphasis on
the introduction of different software testing, test case application
in real time situation and ways to
rectify identified errors.
Mr. Balaji Sundramurthy,
faculty member who spearheaded
the undertaking and a research
scholar in the area of Software,
said that “software testing plays
vital role in making zero-defect Web
pages particularly in today’s era of
internet.”
He added that online usage has become the part of today's
life that is why the students of Gulf
College, according to him in emphatic
manner, must be fully
equipped with rich experiences in
building a reputed image among
the uses of internet.

Implementing immediately
learned concepts, as aimed in the
seminar, a practical session was
provided. Mr.Balaji used Online
Flight Reservation Website as an
area where the student-participants
apply different software testing and
did test case application to rectify
identified errors.
Dr. Mohaned saluted the
Engineering Department particularly
Mr. Balaji for another milestone they
have achieved in providing meaningful learning to students in the field of
software. He further expressed that
more unique proposal on the conduct of workshops and trainings will
be made in the next academic year
not only to contribute to the quality
audit of the college but also, more
importantly, to keep abreast to the
global standards of quality education.
The said seminar-workshop
is in relation to the on-going dissertation writing of Mr. Balaji who is presently pursuing a Ph.D. degree in Software Engineering in St. Peter’s University, Chennai, India.

