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Beefing up the number of
enthusiasts in equestrian
sport, Gulf College with
the full backing of CEO
Dr. Issa Al Balushi cosponsored a dressage
competition with Omani
Federation in Al Wattaya,
10th March 2013.
In the match, Sultan Bin Juma
Al Balushi who sparked an
instant motivation and spurt
interest among his fellow policemen amassed an impressive score dominating the Beginner’s Category championship title while Nasser Bin
Rashid Al Noseiry headed the
leader board which set a prec-
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edent and went on as he swept
away the Medium Category tilt
award clinching the soul gratifying gold.
Powerful Omar Salim Al Hajri
kicked off the Open Category
and posted an outstanding
stance as he culminated the
campaign with his stallion en-

routing him the way to secure
the gold stint.
The organisers proved that the
local version of grand prix
competition in Oman was a
valuable experience for the
younger riders and a chance to
promote the sports before the
Arab region.

Santiago Halibas, lecturer from
the Faculty of Computing Sciences (FCS) of GC who served
as resource speaker.
She further singled out the challenges on how to educate the
Generation Y/Z (present generation), how to prepare teachers to become efficient and effective 21st century lecturer and
what must educational institutions do.
She mentioned that teachers
should educate Generation Y/Z
wi t h 21 s t skills like self directional skills, digital technology skills , problem solving skills

and communication skills.
These skills, according to Dr.
Halibas, require a paradigm
shift from traditional to collaborative, problem-based
and inquiry-based learning
and the use of the Technological Pedagogical Content
Knowledge (TPAK) framewo r k i n t h e t eaching –
learning process.
"The framework shift posts a
gross challenge to teachers
to be experts in the discipline, technology and pedagogy," Dr. Halibas added.
She culminated that GC and
other HEIs in the Sultanate
must establish a culture of
excellence in teaching, research and service so as to
meet the spurt growing
needs of the 21st century
learners.
The KF exclusive at GC
which is held three times at
a stretch of semester and
has gone wide and far is
under the auspices of CEO
Dr. Issa Al Balushi and Dean
Dr. Taki Al Abduwani.

3rd KF in 1st sem
The third and last Knowledge Forum (KF) of 1st
semester rolled out and
has again attracted uptake
from the academe that has
begun to reap the benefits
of the knowledge and information derived from the
speakers.
The importance of communicating effectively to the present
diverse generations and of
meeting the needs of the 21st
century learners were highlighted as the basic 21st teaching principles
by
Dr.

In academic affiliation with
Staffordshire University, UK

The GC staff listens to Dr. Alrence Halibas (inset)at the
H-Hall during the Knowledge Forum.

Prof. Somu dies at 69,
yet alive in prints
G r a c e d college
functions, served
as research coordinator, collaborated with several
students and staff.
These are the last
reminiscences when the staff last
saw Prof. Somu Giriappa at the
portals of GC a month ago when
he came back for a short stay of
service before he finally departed
to India. His departing however
turned out to be eternal.
Prof. Somu Giriappa, former research adviser of GC for a number
of years, has died at the age of
69, Dr. Shameena Mehtab reported.
GC joins with so many other associates who knew Prof. Somu in
offering deepest sympathy on his
passing. “This sad time should be
of some satisfaction to know that
in his passing could ever be commemorated the end of a very long
and productive life since he has
immortalized himself through his
35 Economics books, 63 published papers and 46 completed
projects,” his former associates
recalled.
The administration confidently
expressed in a prayer meeting
that his stay at GC is indeed a life
well-lived sharing his dignity being
a "US and India's Marquis Who's
Who" awardee.
May we find comfort in knowing
that his loss is felt by all who knew
and loved him, said CEO Dr. Issa
Al Balushi, and Somus' memories
will always remain in us.
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On partnership, assurance

SU delegates visit GC
The Sultanate aims to prop up the research culture
and boost the research creativity of the youths. To
take in hand this aim, The Research Council (TRC) of
Oman launched recently Faculty Mentored Undergraduate Research Award Programme (FURAP) as its
new research campaign.
The said launching was dynamically participated in by Gulf
College as TRC conducted
workshops and advertised
scholarships to students in
higher education institutes,
colleges and universities in
Oman.
Ms. Balaqis Al Hinai and Mr.
Issa Al Shabibi, TRC Research
Assistants, accentuated in the
workshop held at J-Hall that

FURAP scholarships are designed for undergraduate students studying at local colleges
and universities who wish to
conduct research either on
campus or at other research
sites within the Sultanate of
Oman during their undergraduate education.
They further reported, “The
FURAP experience will enable
students to explore in-depth,

RTC Research Assistants (rear L and R) launch the FURAB at GC.

prepare them into their topics of
interest, and to develop links
within the local and international research community
through a close academic and
professional affiliation with their
faculty mentor, and learn more
about various approaches towards problem solving, theories, research methodologies,
and techniques.”
The workshop highlighted the
proposal process, evaluation
procedure and electronic submission process which were
both presented in English and
Arabic languages to maximise
understanding of participants.
After the workshop, the GC
students raised relevant questions in the open forum of
which FBS Head Dr. Khalid
Abu Zayed and Award Leader
Mr. Ebrahim Aldajeh both commended, “The active participation is a clear indication that
GC students are interested in
research.”

Partnerships Operation Manager
Ms. Tracey Burrows and Quality
Improvement Officer Ms. Liz Plumb
of SU visited GC in one week.
The SU delegates kicked off their
visit through a meeting with Dr.
Shameena Mehtab, Dr. Bilal Al
Omari and Mr. Manhel Shaker
wherein they ironed out concerns
on student/module registration.
Ms. Tracey likewise met the coordinators and administrators and deliberated on the assignment grid
preparation after which Ms. Liz
convened Dr. Shameena and Mr.
Rizwan Ahmed and discussed the
in house policy for approval of
assessment papers and assessment pilot.
The second until the penultimate
day agenda focused on the incoming visit of the OAAA panel, some
relevant actions to address previous recommendations, roles of
programme advisor (PA), and summer school updates.
A wrap up discussion culminated
the SU's visit wherein the delegates and GC assured to continuously work hand in hand in heightening partnerships.

SU holds staff dev’t workshop
Mr. Ibrahim K. Al Da’jeh, Award Leader of Faculty of
Business Studies (FBS), represented Gulf College in a
seminar-workshop sponsored by the Oman Quality
Network in Higher Education (OQNHE) on 5th of March
2013 at the College of Banking and Financial Studies,
Muscat City.
Mr. Al Da’jeh accounted that
the workshop dubbed with the
theme “Quantum Teaching”
provided
the
teacherparticipants with several practical strategies in creating favourable environment, attitude
and structure for successful
teaching and learning.
He likewise reported that he
served as one of the presenters
of outputs during the workshop
and was commended by his
fellow participants.
“I am happy that I was able to
represent well the College and I
hope that my learning will impact my interaction with my
students during the teaching

and learning process,” Mr. Al
Da’jeh
divulged
in an interview.
The workshop
which
Ibrahim Al Da’Jeh was under
the
auspices of the Ministry of
Higher Education (MoHE) provided opportunities for stakeholders from the different colleges and universities of Oman
to adopt best practices, strategies and latest developments in
enhancing higher education in
the Sultanate.

Staffordshire University external
examiner Ms. Karen Goodchild
recently conducted a staff development workshop with the
Faculty of Foundation Studies
(FFS) after the assessment
moderation process was held in
the different modules.
Convened at Room I.01, Ms.
Goodchild discussed some
pedagogical strategies in teaching writing skills via a shared
resource and link which she and
her colleagues are using with
their SU students in UK.
She presented the process of

accessing into the links and
showed some relevant teaching
materials ranging from easy to
advanced level suited in the
Bands and IFP/SU streams.
As an offshoot of the workshop,
the participants tried to access
the links and have a quick look
of the actual activities in teaching writing skills. The participants agreed that the materials
are relevant and appropriate for
the students of FFS which
prompted them to adopt the link
this semester.
Ms.
Kharen
Goodchild (2nd
R)
explains
pedagogical
strategies
in
writing
via
shared link to
the FFS staff
during the staff
d e v e lo p m e nt
workshop
at
the I –Block.

Kinana Al Hinai graduated as 1st class Honour
in Mobile Computing and
brought laurels to GC
when she won 1st place
in FOSSC.
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FOCUS Magic Word
is
the

Take it from one who has an
experience: it is easier to experience than not at all. Experience on focusing in any endeavour is the magic word, a
tagline mimicking at the back
of Kinana’s mind.
On this issue, let’s take a
sweep peep into the magic
word, a stronghold which
made her clinched as champion in the recently concluded
Free and Open Source Software Conference (FOSSC) held
in Sultan Qaboos University
(SQU).
What made you won in the
contest? Love of work plays a
major role and then faith, whatever the obstacles, will lead to a
satisfactory result. With this in
mind, I was able to focus on
achieving the competition targets.

I have experienced a terrible fear
that almost abhorred my interest
from joining. It is inevitable yet
my target is plastered in giving
me the right bastion to stand firm
until the final round during the
Oman’s 2013 FOSSC competition. I am happy that with this
attitude I was able to impress the
judges. I owe it from the mainstay
of focusing.
How do you prepare for any
examination or competition?
Before examination period, I focus on preparing written summaries and notices for each module.
By that, I will end up during examination period with something
that can be revised and recalled
fast and directly.
I focus on making time management in order to help in classifying each module with its ade-

quate time. Based on the level of
difficulty, heavy modules take
more time to study and understand well; whereas, light modules need less time. Thus, I always take in my mind to put adequate balanced time for each
module.
I usually prefer to study by myself. Then, if I face any issue, I
share it with my friends in order
to exchange the knowledge. I
always discuss the matters of
study and our future work and
goals.
What is your favorite subject? I
can say that networking is my
favorite subject. I like this field
because it can be understood
theoretically and practically easy
and without any cost. I focus on
simulation tools available as software package like Packet Trace.

Weaknesses and mistakes are
not at all bad. Most of the time
for many students, they serve
as stepping stones. Commencing this semester is the right
time to unveil some of them,
not to put students into the pit
of blame and shame but to pick
the golden lessons learned
from them… to ponder on for
this semester.
The Editorial Board in its very
curious intent of knowing the
weaknesses of the students in
test preparation in the previous
semester interviewed at random some students on the first
day of classes. Scoop them
right here!
Mohammed Abdulbagi
(Information System, FCS)
A lot of times,
I overlooked
the benefits
of good study
habits. It has
been my
practice to
study only my
lecture notes
a week before the final
exam. It’s quite a funny revelation, right? But I have to admit
that I was allured to failure. It is in

truth difficult to acquire concepts
because my mind cannot sip in
quickly all things I read. I found
out that understanding is not simply done by absurd flooding overnight my eyes with lecture notes.
I used to say to myself that I have
still a lot of time to review. I dillydolly things, I mean wait-a-bit
attitude. It’s really easier said than
done. It is good that I coincidentally passed my modules but I
should have performed better if
only I studied well. So, this semester, I plan to surrender and
hold no abeyance to my resolution of reading my start-to-end
lecture notes day by day. I never
want studying at snail’s pace anymore.
Zahra Mohammed Al Alalwi
(Business Management, FBS)
I love delaying things because it’s
truly hard to start. But it’s actually
harder to catch up. I’ve experienced much difficulty of cramming
a couple of nights before the
exam; so I would not like anymore, never at all anymore, to
feel the same absurd tension I

had last semester.
This time I would prepare for my
exam thoroughly so I would get
better results. Good result and
reward, I
believe,
never come
in just a wink
of an eye; I
have to study
every now
and then. As
they say, we
have to study
hard since
the well of
knowledge is deep and people’s
minds are shallow.
Also, it pays to share my readings
with friends. I started pulling out a
book from the library and study it
during my spare times with my
friends . It pays to adhere to the
first-rate benefits of brainstorming
concepts to have clearer picture
of them. I find the endless and
joyful thrill of this practise in my
course path.
Abdulaziz Ali (FFS)

What are your weaknesses?
How did you improve them?
There is no perfect person. I always try to reduce my weak
points. It’s a win-win situation and
neither a make-or-break instance.
I used to work on one project to
its completion before starting on
another, but I've learned to focus
on many projects at the same
time, and I think it allows me to
be more creative and effective in
each one. Also, I realised that I
need to choose the suitable environment (persons, place, type of
project etc.) to achieve any project target. Truly, the right environment helps me focus. I advise
the students to have massive
effort to focus in their minds that
reading, trying and practising the
things they study are the dominant key to success. Get focused
always. Nothing is impossible to
happen.
Kudos to you, Kinana! We are
proud of you.

Good marks
are never
elusive.
They are
achievable
for those who are determined. But
in my case, it was too difficult to
reach because I wasn’t serious
then in my studies. It has been an
erratic cycle that affected my
studies.
Honestly, I read my lessons only
a day before examination. Yes,
it’s a dreadful mistake! I cannot
undo it anymore yet I can still do
something now, decided for an
about-face of my old me for my
absolute success.
I need to prepare for the exam
right at the start of the semester
by attending classes and participating in class discussion .
There’s no better way to comprehend lessons than directly listening to lectures and asking questions from my classmates and
lecturers. These are indispensable techniques.
We hope you scooped the lessons learned!
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Earth Hour Day
March 23rd is
marked as the
Earth
Hour
Day.
That
means that on
this day of
2013 Omanis
joined the rest
of the world in
Antonio Asuncion showing their
all out support
EDITOR’S DESK
to the initiative
in preserving the Earth.
From the busy cities to the remotest villages throughout the
Sultanate, both locals and expats plunged voluntarily and
hooked on the hoop of one hour
darkness as their very sincere
and genuine symbolic manifesto
of support to Planet Earth. This
is the third year Oman joined in
the momentous
event
through
the campaign of
Environmental
Society
of Oman
(ESO)
which
commenced
in 2011
with a surprising initial saving of
an estimated 20,000KW of electricity. Glad to note, the power
earning this year hiked to
50,000KW which is a very significant figure enough to supply
250 houses or the whole district
of Al Khuwair as cited in a press
release by ESO Executive Director Lamees Daar.
The country's iconic landmarks
like Muscat Royal Opera House
and Grand Mosque and some
corporate organization offices
switched off without too much
ado non-essential lights to
heighten the awareness of the
locality on power conservation,
climate change and global
warming.
Akin to this, again this year, Gulf
College didn’t lag behind from
tipping feisty the 23rd night by
turning off its non-essential lights
and ACs in the offices, class-

rooms, parks, lobbies, cafeteria
and library from 8:30 to 9:30 PM
on that Saturday.
However, it is believed grossly
by the Editorial Board of News
Gazette that it is far much better
if this Earth Hour trails up considerably a couple of hours or
more to save more electricity
and to insulate gigantic carbon
footprints in Oman and across
the world. The board braves to
promote the essence of this legendary campaign throughout the
year to feel the enormous benefits it could readily give to people.
Though Earth Hour 2013 is over,
the GC administration takes foothold to lead the staff sustains
their commitment to the principal
cause of promoting the campaign
b
y
integrating
energy
s a v ings in
i t s
daily
operation in
t h e
camp u s .
T h e
students across the three faculties are likewise encouraged to
save power and resources every
day. If the power earning of
Oman this year’s Earth Hour
Day is 50,000KW, how much
more if the campaign will extend
throughout the year? For sure, it
will gauge to million KW of
power. As a matter of fact, the
GC’s Green Programme
launched a year ago showcasing
the emerging environmental
support becomes an organic and
student and staff-empowered
movement in the entire college
to heed support to Planet Earth.
May Earth Hour Day be a stern
battle cry not only an hour once
a year but every day in our lives.
What it takes to be the champion
for this cause is to take Earth
Hour Day our daily game foray
to all environmental issues.
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Adarbah publishes again other paper
RESEARCH
FCS Award Leader Mr. Haitham
Adarbah made it again! He was
able to brush shoulder to shoulder with international researchers as he competed grossly for
limited space and morphed out
as one of the qualified authors
to publish his paper in the January IEEE Conference, one of
the world’s largest professional
associations related to technology advancement.
After trolling quest in several
websites for possible publication, Mr. Adarbah’s paper,
“Effect of Physical and Virtual
Carrier Sensing on the AODV”,
was peer reviewed by the editorial board of IEEE and luckily
picked out as one of the papers
published in its recent conference that somehow gave a
facelift on the research endeavour and status of GC.
Mr. Adarbah studied the per-
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formance of
Ad hoc On
demand
Distance
Vector
(AODV)
based
on
physical and
virtual car- Haitham Adarbah
rier sensing
as well as the effect of those
carriers on the route recovery.
His study gave a tech-savvy
contribution to put a lesser
strain on the battery of cellular
devices which corresponds to
the challenge facing cellular
device designers of tablets and
phones.
“My research output may be
simple but it may contribute to
cellular designers and users at
the heart of 21st century this
computer era in the society,” Mr.
Adarbah disclosed in an interview with the News Gazette’s
editor.
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GC joins Open Sports Day
Life among youths is sports. In
support to this real interest of
youths, colleges and universities in Oman joined this year’s
Open Sports Day for students
hosted at Sultan Qaboos University this March 2013.
The athletes from the three
faculties represented GC in the
different sports and game competitions with the full support of
CEO Dr. Issa Al Balushi and

Dean Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
and with the guidance of Mr.
Mohammed Fuad, the trainer
and coach.
SQU Chairman Dr. Ali Bin
Saud Al Baimani handed in the
awards to the winners in the
different sports categories during the Awarding Ceremony at
the stadium of the said university.

