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In allegiance to the college’s
esteemed international reputation, Chairman and CEO
Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, together
with Academic Practice Coordinator
Ms.
Antonia
Lamers underscored the
value of outstanding teaching practices in GC’s Seminar Workshop on “Lecturing
vs. Teaching: How is it different?”.
The workshop serves as a
welcome to the three faculties
of the college: Faculty of Computing Sciences, Faculty of
Business Studies, and Faculty
of Foundation Studies after
their laborious efforts from the
previous academic year, as
well as the exciting summer
phase leading up to the new
semester. All lecturers and
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faculty members were called to
participate in the workshop at
the start of the induction week.
Chair and CEO Dr. Issa oversaw the event, as he stressed
the significance of good teaching practices. He also outlined
the commonalities between
lecturing vs. teaching; looking
into the drawbacks and previous experiences of faculty
members and eliciting insights
and solutions from the attendees. The Chairman encouraged the faculty members
to solicit suggestions to fervently improve the condition of
the Institution. During the workshop, faculty members were
tasked to create 10-minute
group presentations, where
each leader has to discuss a
topic centred on GC’s 9 guide-

READY.
Dean
Prof. Dr. Taki Al
Abduwani, in behalf of the GC
faculty and staff,
welcomes the new
enrolees of Gulf
College during the
institution’s Induction Programme.

Gulf College (GC)’s institutionalised induction programme—an
activity commended by the Oman Academic Accreditation
Authority (OAAA) in its GC 2014 audit report—was delivered
by the administration in Mabaila to warmly welcome its new
stakeholders.
students witnessed the new
The activity was led by the GC
offices, classrooms halls and
Administration, under the ausother facilities ready for service
pice of GC Dean Prof. Dr. Taki
inside the campus. The acaAl Abduwani. The event was
deme’s award structure was
launched with a discussion of
also discussed, as well as the
basic rules, guidelines and regdifferentiation and appropriation
ulations in GC. This was folfound in every level. The organlowed by an extensive tour of
isers also articulated the need
the whole campus; wherein
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INSPIRING. (Above) GC Chair and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi encourages faculty
members to practice good instruction practices and philosophy.

lines of lecturing. Ms. Antonia
Lamers enumerated and identified the 9 guidelines, which consists of: proper lesson plan preparation, basic presentation skills,
structures of a lecture presentation, cohesiveness and understandability, variety, appropriate
encouragement and handling of

Hon. Jokha Al Shukaili,
Director General of Private Universities and Colleges at Ministry of Higher
Education (MoHE), toured
Gulf College (GC)’s new
campus in Mabaila and
formally affirmed the academe’s operational status, as GC commences its
opening of classes this
October 2014. GC Dean
Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani helmed the campus
inspection,
highlighting
the school’s state-of-theart facilities that respond
to internationally competitive learners. (Page 3)

questions, personalizing lectures,
audio-visual ads, and steps in
improving the students’ English
skills in levels 4-6. The groups
will be reciting their findings in
the coming weeks, circling
around basic questions on teaching, faculty function and suggested strategies for improvement.

PROUD. Dean Prof Dr. Taki Al Abduwani and Assistant Dean for Quality Assurance Dr. Shameena
Mehtab point out the state-of-the-art enclosures of
GC Mabaila to Hon. Jokha Al Shukaili, DG of MoHE
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Chief)

As part of the Quality Assurance development programme being fostered
by Gulf College, the QA coordinators of the three departments, Dr. Joseph
Cuarteros, John V. Chacko and Moses R., participated in a national round
table conference on “Quality in Oman’s Higher Education”.
The
aforementioned
event
seeks to promote the country’s
improved accreditation and strategic planning for Higher Education Institutions (HEIs); a plan
constituted after the declaration
of Oman Academic Accreditation Authority (OAAA) as an
independent external quality
assurance agency. The enhanced accreditation plan greatly encourages the upkeep of
quality education in Oman’s
HEIs.
The roundtable conference also
stressed the transformative
power of higher education in the

Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy
Department Head, FCS

daily function of individuals in
society. The event highlighted
the necessary contributions of
higher education in the citizens’
and the country’s overall welfare. The main speakers, Dr.
Tess Goodliffe, OAAA Deputy
CEO and Dr. Asadullah Al Ajmi,
Academic Programmes Adviser,
Ministry of Higher Education,
also underlined the significance
of higher education in international affiliations; a move that
will allow the country to compete in the globalised arena.
Moreover, the participants presented several informed per-

spectives
on
the
subject
of quality
in higher
education, particularly
its role in
providing
ATTENTIVE. GC’s Quality Assurance coordinators (from left) Dr.
enviable Joseph Cuarteros, Mr. John V. Chacko and Mr, Moses R. attend the
academ- roundtable conference on HEIs.
ic experiThe roundtable conference also
ence. The attendees also exaccomplished a general overpressed consensus in the HEI’s
view of pertinent academic/
provision of well-rounded pereducation issues in the country,
sonalities and leadership qualias well as the common conties to its graduates.
cerns of HEI faculty members.

Gulf College is highly privy to relevant information gathered from verified local and international sources. Additionally, the institution takes
great leaps to source, perform and publish researches worthy of
recognition in the global academic arena. As part of its expanded educational metamorphosis, several researches were launched by GC in
the past year. One of the greatly-distinguished is Faculty of Computing Sciences (FCS) Head Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy’s research on sustainable computing informatics and systems, which was honoured to
be published in the International Journal for Sustainable Computing
by Elsevier Publication.

The research, entitled “Energy
Efficient Algorithm for Swarmed
Sensors Networks”, provides
viable findings in the field of
modern technology; particularly
congruent with sustainable living systems. His findings were
esteemed by colleagues from
this field, and the piece continues to be a relevant authority in
computing informatics. Elsevier

Publication, an academic journal recognised by collegiate
research universities worldwide,
included the piece in a roster of
other reputed studies gathered
from various countries and
schools. Dr. Mohaned’s research was set to be published
in the October 2014 issue of the
Elsevier Journal Sustainable
Computing: Informatics and
Systems. GC Chairman and
CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and

Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani ardently trust that other
researches conducted by the
college will reach global critical
acclaim as well; seeing as GC
has transformed into one of the
country’s leading educational
and cultural pioneers. CEO Dr.
Issa and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki
believe that more outstanding
studies will stem and grow from
the academe’s outstanding,
intellectual community.

for learners to receive proper
guidance in the pursuance of their
degree, as proper consultation
and understanding of their chosen
career will greatly benefit their
propensity for success in the future.
The programme closed with an
open discussion between the
enrolees and the heads of departments/organisers. Queries, concerns and clarifications were aired
and addressed during this segment. Overall, GC administration
deems the induction programme
a relevant measure in raising the
awareness of students, with regards to the institution’s requirements, services and educational
prospects.

May the Blessed Eid al -Adha (Feast of
Sacrifice) bring joy, peace and happiness
in the hearts of everyone.
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CONCENTRATION. GC’s Faculty of Business Studies and Faculty of
Computing Sciences students take the English Language Test (ELT) administered by Staffordshire University in order to assess their overall
English communication skills.

Staffordshire University (SU) Director of Partnerships Ms.
Chris Slade and Programme Adviser International Paul Toft
administered the English Language Test (ELT) to Faculty of
Computing Sciences and Faculty of Business Studies students in Gulf College from the last week of September until
October 2014.
college are qualified to enter
th
th
The examination was execut- the 5 and 6 level of Educaed for the benefit of business tion in GC. The test will also
and computing APL and AS help the departments assess
students. This was adminis- and improve the students’
tered vigorously for two learning differentials. Moreoweeks, and measured different ver, the ELT results shall
core and level knowledge in- specify the learners’ academic
cluding oral communication areas in need of attention,
prowess, plus written commu- which will in turn help the denication skills in English. This partments determine proper
particular examination will help pastoral support for each indidetermine if students of the vidual.

To prepare for the challenging provisions of registration for new local and international students in the coming semester, all staff members of the admission
and registration department were mandated to participate in the workshop on
module registration and admission schedule.
The directive was launched by Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy, Department Head of
the Faculty of Computing Sciences, in
order to help all departments of the college grasp revised processes and rules
involved in registration. The GC administration, in particular, seeks to prepare
vigorously for the coming semester; as
the institution expands its gates to accommodate a larger population of Omani as well as foreign students.

FOCUSED. The three faculties of GC: FCS, FBS
and FFS discuss important matters concerning
module registration, spearheaded by FCS Head
Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy (top center).

DG Jokha Al Shukaili in turn congratulated
the GC administration for providing a solid
institution; one that dedicates itself to sharing and building skills, knowledge and cultural appreciation among young Omanis as
well as foreign learners.

Dept. Head Dr. Mohaned stated during
the forum that the focal task of each
member is to address all drawbacks
found in the system. This form of
checks-and-balance keeps the overall

The affirmation upheld GC as a new milestone for excellence in the Sultanate of
Oman.
Hon. Jokha Al Shukaili, Director General of
Private Universities and Colleges of MoHE
(left) tour the halls of the campus, as accompanied by Mr. Waleed Said, GC Deputy Dean
for Finance (right)

system running smoothly while swiftly
producing solutions to arising issues. He
also mentioned that the main priority of
all staff members is to provide maximum
efficient service to the students at all
times during the processing. Furthermore, Dr. Mohaned provided a detailing
of the expanded procedure plus the new
award structure implemented in the college.

Announcements
-Reveal your awesome winning story, painting
and photography in our GC Electronic Gazette!
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-Participate in GC’s Recycling Awareness Programme: Live Green. Love
Green. Think Green

Experiencing Joy and Meaning in Blessed Eid Al Adha
Muslims around the world celebrate the blessed Eid al- Adha on
the 10th day of Dhul HIjjah. It is a solemn, holistic occasion unique
to the Muslim culture. Different practices of this day reflect the rich
variations of Omani tradition as well as integrated values in the
home and family. But perhaps one of the best values of this day is
its strengthening of bonds of love among families, friends and
communities in The Sultanate. Indeed, Eid Al Adha is a beautiful
microcosm of the inherently diverse and wondrous Muslim tradition. It creates an atmosphere of goodness and blessings, bestowing further progress and happiness to everyone.
Image Source: http://www.eg.all.biz/en/wedding-gifts-bgc4393
On this festive occasion, many entrained to percolate Hajj in Mecca. During the Hajj, all Muslims remember and commemorate the trials and triumphs of Prophet Abraham. In commemoration of this Holy tradition, some students and
staff members of Gulf College shared their own experiences and reflections during this day:

“Eid Al- Adha commence after the descent of the Hujjaj from Mount Arafat, a
hill east of Mecca. Jabal Ar-Rahma is the berth where Adam and Eve were
converged after condescending on Earth from the Garden of Eden. Hajj carries Muslims together, declaring only one power, the Almighty Allah.”
Ms. Firdos Fida
Lecturer, Faculty of Business Studies, Gulf College

“Eid venerates the readiness of Ibrahim to sacrifice
his son Ishmael as a deed of compliance to Allah. It
is Allah’s compassion to set a lamb in Ishmael’s
place at the last moment. It also marks the end of
Hajj, the yearly journey to Saudi Arabia undertaken
by millions of Muslims.”
Anwar Ahmed Ibrahim
Student,Business Management, Gulf College

“This is a religious importance of the Festival of Sacrifice, its antiquity traditions, as well as the associated customs and conducts.”
Ibrahim Malik Al-Battashi
Student,Business Management,Gulf College

