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Armed with crucial global
standards
affirmed
by
Oman’s Ministry of Higher
Education (MoHE), Chairman
and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi,
Dean Prof, Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, along with the college’s
faculties and administrative
staff inaugurate GC’s mostawaited, state-of-the-art campus in Mabelah, under the
patronage of His Excellency
Sayyid Saud bin Hilal alBusaidi, Governor of Muscat.
The administration oversaw the
facilitation of the grand inauguration of the new campus, as
guests were shown the expanded facilities, advanced equipment, and support services
offered by the college. Some
notable dignitaries who witnessed the ceremony include
H.E. Jokha Bin Abdullah Al
Shukaily, Director General of
Private Universities and Colleges, MoHE, H.E. Dr. Masood Bin

The Electronic Newsletter of the Gulf College

Ali Al Harthy, Deputy Director
General of Licenses and Educational Services, MoHE, and
Dr. Khamis R. Al Balushi, Consultant, Industrial Innovation
Centre.
Chair and CEO Dr. Issa also
expressed his gratitude to
those who contributed their
time and effort for the betterment of the college as well as
the education landscape of the
Sultanate:
“It is with great
pleasure and privilege that I
dedicate Gulf College Mabelah
to all of you; those who
strengthen our commitment for
the pursuit of knowledge, and
those who share our best practices and principles in the field
of research.” The ceremony
ended with a jovial performance of the “Razha Dance”, a
traditional number characterized by sword movements,
slow rhythms, and a song and
dance ensemble accompanied
by the beating of the drums.

MERITORIOUS. (Top) His Excellency Sayyid Saud bin Hilal al-Busaidi, Governor of
Muscat with Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi during the inauguration. (Center)
Notable attendees of the ceremony with GC Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (far right).

METICULOUS (Left) GC Dean Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (far left), with CMET delegates Dr.
Theo Koukouravas, Deputy Dean, Cardiff School of Management, Dr. Mukul Madahar,
Link Tutor and MBA Welfare Director, and Ms. Nina Patton, Collaboration Provision
Officer deliver workshops to GC staff members and faculty.

Gulf College, with the full benefaction of Chairman and CEO Dr.
Issa Al Bulushi and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, coordinated
with the academic delegation of Cardiff Metropolitan University
(CMET) to launch an induction programme for all staff members
and administrative heads, as part of its initial campaign to discuss

the following: CMET’s policies for application, assessment and approval, marking
schemes, mitigating circumstances, curriculum, academic appeals, exam board
preparation,
programme
handbooks, and induction
materials.
The programme was held from
the 1st to 5th of February. The
CMET delegation was headed
by Dr. Theo Koukouravas,
Deputy Dean, Cardiff School of
Management. The other mem-

bers were Dr. Mukul Madahar,
Link Tutor and MBA Welfare
Director, Ms. Gabrielle Tobin,
Senior Collaboration Provision
Officer, Mike Flynn, Senior
Lecturer, Chris Parry, programme leader for MSc Finance, and Ms. Nina Patton,
Collaboration Provision Officer.
The CMET representatives
elucidated on the academic
regulation overview, the availability of teaching resources and
how they can be accessed
from
the
university.
(Page 3)

Editorial Board:
Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dr. Taki Al
Abduwani (Chairmen and Publishers), Dr. Shameena Mehtab (Critic),
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in
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Chief)

TUV SUD Middle East, under the tutelage of Engr. Hassan Farrouch, Deputy Manager and Head Auditor of QMS, EMS
OHSAS, and Ramachandran Pandurungan, lead auditor, OMS,
delivered International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
workshops and trainings to the staff members of the Faculty of
Business Studies (FBS), Faculty of Computing Sciences (FCS),
and Faculty of Foundation Studies (FFS), as well as the administrative arms of each department.
During the workshop, Engr.
Farrouch and Ramachandran
expounded on the tenets of the
ISO as the world’s largest developer of standards for encouraging good practice in accreditation and certification. International Organization for Standardization standards are technical agreements which provide
the framework for compatible
technology worldwide. The conduct of workshop on ISO 9001:
2008 may seem like a frivolous
task, but such is a unique exploit that Gulf College is embarking as part of its goal of
acquiring ISO certification in the
soonest possible time frame.
ISO certification will provide the
institution benefits of management effectiveness, prescribed
objectives and targets, and systemic feedback on performance.

There could be efficiency on
establishing the best practices
supported by documented systems and procedures. Accordingly, its performance could be
improved to the apex by monitoring suitable analysis and appropriate action to drive continuous improvement. There could
also be increased economic
efficiency and profitability while
the college risks become more
evident and transparent.
Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al
Bulushi and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki
Al Abduwani enjoined the entire
GC workforce to give credence
to the institution’s performance
on the workshop; in line with
ISO certification requirements.
Pertinent knowledge and sound
experience are indispensible in
this toil. Trainings such as these
are helping GC near its accreditation goal.

THOROUGH. Members of the SU Awards board review exam packs from GC’s
Faculty of Computing Sciences (FCS) and Faculty of Business Studies (FBS)

ON POINT. (Top) Engr. Hassan Farrouch, Deputy Manager and Head Auditor of
QMS, EMS OHSAS (left), and Ramachandran Pandurungan, lead auditor (right),
administer ISO workshop to GC faculty members. (Bottom, left to right) Dr. Issa Al
Bulushi, Chairman and CEO, Mr. Waleed Said, Deputy Dean for Finance, and Dr.
Taki Al Abduwani, Dean in attendance of said conference.

Staffordshire
University’s
award boards concluded the
moderation of the final bulk of
examination scripts for Gulf
College’s Faculty of Business
Studies (FBS) and Faculty of
Computing Sciences (FCS)
departments headed by Dr.
Khalid Abu Zayed and Dr.
Mohaned Al Obaidi this semester last 8th to 12th of February, 2015.
The convoy was composed of
Mr. Paul Byrne, Chairman of the
Boards, Mr. Brian Kriefman, Mr.
Bronwyn Betts, Mr. Mike Mortimer, and Mr. Kuldeep Banwait,
external examiners, Ms. Elizabeth Binns, International Administrative Manager, and Ms. Sue
Fischer, International Award
Administrator. The group was

also responsible for the conduct
of the assessment and award
boards, feedback provision, and
staff advisory for the partner
institution in terms of effective
delivery of the curriculum or
supportive services.
After five (5) working days of
checking and evaluation, the
External
Examiners
were
pleased with the way the lecturers of the FBS and FCS departments underwent the process of
moderation and marking of the
exam scripts in which S.U.
standards were ensured. S.U.
delegations appreciated the GC
management in the excellent
conveyance of the programme
and other support provisions
which made the partnerships for
a decade an unambiguous feat.

GC salutes all the incredible and hardworking women of the Sultanate of Oman .
Happy International Women’s Month
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opyright:
The Student Affairs Department, under the leadership of Mr. Mohammed
Fouad of Gulf College Mabaila, emanated the spirit of kindness and compassion as it mobilised a blood donation event at F-24 from 11 am to 5 pm
in the new campus.
firm supporter of the affair.
This event provides primary aid to
the blood bank service of the MinisThe day-long campaign was organized
try of Health in Oman. Many stuin part by the Student Affairs Departdents and faculty members collecment, in partnership with the staff of
tively participated in the blood dothe Ministry of Health. Both parties
nation campaign. Each contributor
worked hard to ensure the smooth
expressed their full and enthusiasprocedure and safety of the donors,
tic support for the cause, and even
volunteers, and medical team.
encouraged their follows to join the
event.
This special blood donation drive in
Faculty members were also invited
to participate in the campaign. As
such, many lecturers and members
of the administration arrived at the
location to offer their assistance to
the organizers, either as a donor or
KINDNESS AND SOLIDARITY. (Top)
Students of Gulf College prepare for the
blood letting procedure as medical staff
collects vitals from donors.
(Bottom) Faculty members also expressed their support for the campaign.

The event especially catered to the
business and computing faculty of
the college. It was also attended by
staff members actively involved in the
college’s business information systems and management systems.
Guidelines were comprehensively
presented for the following procedures: filing of complaints, unfair
practices, mitigation, circumstances,
bullying and harassment, verification
and circumstances. The presenters
also reiterated on the importance of
peer learning networks, which are
designed to provide the students with
an online platform for accessing social and academic support, staff advising, and useful information.

the college managed to collect over 45
bags of blood from selfless volunteers.
All of these will go to the blood bank of
the Ministry of Health, a facility which
caters to the needs of ailing patients in
need of blood transfusions around the
Sultanate.

Radiating with pride, Faculty of Foundation Studies (FFS) Head Mr. Masood Khan extended his commendations to the FFS staff for their unparalleled commitment in organising and launching another promising set of Extracurricular activities for the semester.
This, according to Mr.
Masood, is a testament to
the relentless effort and
dedication exhibited by the
faculty, despite the heavy
workload handed down this
semester.
During his speech, Mr.
Masood profusely thanked
the students for supporting
the faculty’s efforts. He further expresses his pride for
these students who continue to hone their communication and artistic skills in
the pursuit of higher learning.
Also, Mr. Masood hopes
that the department “will be
able to sustain this very

DEDICATED. FFS Head Mr. Masood Khan (center) extends his commendations for the efforts of the whole department for the semester.

excellent programme at the
FFS department, and may
the organizers Dr. Joseph
Cuarteros and Mr. Jerome
Vicencio put up more activities in the next semesters to
come.”
It can be recalled that the
conduct of extracurricular

activities for FFS was
launched successfully last
year, and the roster was
applauded by Ms. Karen
Goodchild and Mr. Paul Toft
from Staffordshire University (SU) during a review of
the department’s action
plan.

Announcements
ELT, APL, AS and OPT Exams accessible
at the FFS Dept
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Registration for the next semester -8
March 2015
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Dialogue with a Mentor

The Gulf College community is a well-known fount of excellence and dedication in the Sultanate. From the members of the administration, to the
professors, and the students, GC never ceases to deliver the best and the
brightest.
Included in this vibrant roster is Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy, Head of the Faculty of Computing Sciences, and newly-appointed Deputy Dean for Academic and Research. A commendable individual, he finished his doctorate
degree in the United Kingdom In 2010, and is actively involved in research.
He keeps himself updated with the latest advancements in science and
technology, while keeping the computing department abreast with innovative trends. He is a team player through and through; he states that strong
Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidy
team spirit is the secret to the growth and success of the department. He
loves interacting with his colleagues, and makes an effort to include their contributions in his decisions. He
constantly collaborates with fellow researches, local and international, while assisting his staff and students
in their research activities workshops, seminars, surveys and publications in referred journals. For him teamwork plays an important role to attain the peak of academic statuesque. He loves to interact with his colleague and treat them as members of the GC family.
A leader, a professional, but most important of all, an educator, Dr. Mohaned values the rapport and respect
appropriated by the GC family amongst its members. During our conversation, he admits to considering the
three faculties as his extended family; a group who he can rely on, support, and be proud of.

Kudos to the allies of the environment!
The Sultanate of Oman recently celebrated Environment Day, an international event which marks the
global initiative to respect and protect the gifts of
Mother Nature. From the capital to the smallest regions of the country, Oman actively expressed the
message of love and support for the environment.
Gulf College also contributed to the cause by staging campaigns and seminars throughout the college. Students pitched in to launch their very own
programmes, including nature appreciation trails,
Source: Khor Rouri- Sumhuram. Photo - Times of Oman
knowledge and donation drives, research events,
among others. It truly is such an honour to witness
an academic family band together to promote the essence of this relevant campaign. Oman, one of the most
beautiful jewels of Asia, will benefit greatly from such a moving cause. The Gulf College family extends its
acknowledgement to all who continue to participate and provide their efforts to the cause, and encourage all
members of the Sultanate to preserve the natural beauty and heritage of their country by protecting the environment.

