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Gulf College continues to prove its academic stance and
professional mileage as Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al
Bulushi and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, as accompanied by the academic managers, witnessed the historic
finalization of the partnership between GC and Cardiff
Metropolitan University UK during the official launch at
the British Ambassador’s Residence, Al Rowdah.

OFFICIAL. (From left to right) Professor Mohammed Loutfi, Pro Vice Chancellor,
Antony Chapman, CMet Vice Chancellor, His Excellency Mr. Jonathan Wilks, British
Ambassador for Oman, GC Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dean Prof Dr.
Taki Al Abduwani witness the official partnership launch of GC and CMet.

PROVENANCE. Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa
Al Bulushi (top) and
GC Dean Prof. Dr. Taki
Al Abduwani (bottom)
present
tokens
of
appreciation to Cardiff
Metropolitan University Vice Chancellor
Antony Chapman, and
Pro Vice Chancellor
Professor Mohammed
Loutfi.

Both institutions assured
their allegiance of unceasing
quality education to their
students, which will provide
training opportunities that
are reachable, accessible
and of utmost excellence to
learners and intellectuals
worldwide. VC Anthony
Chapman discussed future
plans and programmes and
the way towards enhanced
collaborations with Gulf College; providing quality higher
education curriculum with

both local accreditation requirements
and
British
standards The academic
alliance
was
officially
launched under the patronage of His Excellency Mr.
Jonathan Wilks, British Ambassador in the Sultanate of
Oman. Notable in this event
was the presence of potential sponsor quests. The
significant occasion was
highlighted with a dinner
prearranged by the Ambassador.

Gulf College (GC) continues to enrich its academic prowess in the global
arena as Cardiff Metropolitan University (CMet) Vice Chancellor Antony
Chapman, Pro Vice Chancellor Professor Mohammed Loutfi, and International Development Manager Miss Anna Dukes, urge staff and stakeholders
to actively participate in the institutions’ partnership, during the Partnership
Launching, GC Hall.
In a speech delivered in the
course of the event, Vice
Chancellor Chapman proudly
declared that CMet has
reached one hundred fifty
years (150) of unbridled service in the academic field.
With that, he lauded both the
GC and the Ministry of Higher
Education (MoHE) for fostering International and Academic Relations to improve the
country’s overall scholastic
excellence. Prof. Mohammed
Loutfi endeavoured that this
institutional partnership shall
grow stronger with time; nur-

turing young minds locally
and internationally through
programs and a wide range of
subjects in arts and design,
business management, education, health sciences, and
sports. Cardiff Metropolitan
University has been a solid
partner of universities around
the world. such as those located in South Korea, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka,
and Greece. The CMet delegates believe that both
schools will benefit greatly
from this partnership; through
friendship, experience, and

internationalization.
Dean Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
reiterates that this partnership
aid GC in developing and
maintaining the practice of
educational delivery, as set
by the Oman Academic Accreditation Authority (OAAA).
He also believes that internationally recognized qualification will contribute to the creation of a successful workforce
dedicated to \the emulation of
GC’s mission, vision, values,
objective and strategic directions.

Both parties also cited an
improvement in curriculum
standards, and a conscious
effort to provide challenging
and conducive learning environments. Chairman and
CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, Mr.
Nooh Sabil Al Bulushi and
Major General Mahal Al
Mashaiky graced the event.
CEO Dr. Issa gave tokens of
appreciations
during
the
launching event to Vice Chancellor Antony Chapman and
Prof. Mohammed Loutfi. The
induction programme was
concluded by a sumptuous
dinner sponsored by GC.

Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr.
Shameena Mehtab ( Critic ),
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in
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Chief)

INITIATIVE. GC officials spearheaded by Dean Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (far right) and Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance Dr. Shameena Mehtab (center) attend the 3rd Conference on Quality Management and Quality Enhancement
in Higher Education.

The delegation took particular
note of the sessions pertaining to quality assurance and
enhancement, as well issues
concerned with learning and
teaching strategies, management systems, technology,
classroom set-up, academic
practices, and overall evalua-

tion. The conference was also
attended by intellectuals involved in the field of education and institutional administration.
Notable speakers include
H.E. Dr. Jawaher Al Mudhahki, CEO, QQA, Bahrain; Pro-

To continue the college’s provision of excellent service for the
betterment of the Sultanate’s
overall educational arena, GC
Dean Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, together with Deputy Dean for
Quality Assurance Dr. Shameena
Mehtab, and other academic officials of GC took the initiative and
attended the 3rd conference on
Quality Management and Quality
Enhancement in Higher Education, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Muscat.

essor Lee Keng-mun, Executive Director, HKCAAVQ; Dr.
Adam Biscoe, Director, HQM.
Other GC officials who were
present in the said conference were Dr. Mohaned Al
Obaidy, DD-RA; Dr. Khalid
Abu Zayed, HoF, FBS; Dr.
Joseph Cuarteros, QAC, FFS;

Ms. Antonia Lamers, QEM;
Mr. Masood Khan, HoF, FFS;
Mr. Moses Rajmohan, QAC,
FBS; Mr. John Velloreuzhathil
Chacko QAC, FCS; and Ms.
Syeda Kanwal, AL, FCS, who
presented her research paper
to the guests and visitors present.

In preparation for the coming semester, an induction programme was convened to welcome new students from the three
faculties of the college. This was done to provide students full and transparent disclosure of the institution’s standard
guidelines and administrative measures.
GC Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani particularized on the
credit accumulation transfer,
marking system, assignment
submission and other information relevant to their studies. The other officers gave
their words of inspiration and
encouraged the new students
to study hard and perform well
in their studies. On the other
hand, assigned lecturers assembled the students by department in separate rooms
and conducted inclusive orientation for three days. A tour
around the campus was also
conducted to help students
familiarize
themselves
on
classrooms, faculty officers,
and tutors.

During the induction programme, the primary rules
and regulations, introductory
academic information and
learners’ agreement were
discussed. Library resources,
learning centres, computing
facilities, electronic links with
Cardiff Metropolitan University
e-library and other support
services were likewise presented. Thorough campus
tour, powerpoint presentations were also discussed.
Notable officers present during the induction programme
were Dr. Shameena Mehtab,
DD-Q.A., Dr. Mohaned Al
Obaidi, D.D.-A.R., Ms. Aisha
Ghazi , Award Leader, FFS,
Dr. Khalid Abuzayed, Dept.

CIRCUMSPECT. New students and faculty members attend GC’s induction
programme in preparation for the coming semester.

Head, FBS, Mr. Manhel Munir
Shaker, I.T. Manager, Ms.
Eman Riyami, Head Admission, Mr. Waleed Said, DDFinance;
Mr.
Mohamed
Fouad, Head, Student Affairs,

Dr. Agnes Ilagan, REIPD
Manager, Mr. Rariraj, Registrar, and Prof. David Brooks,
Deputy Vice Chancellor and
Dean, School of Management, Cardiff Metropolitan
University.

What’s Up in Oman?
The government of Oman, in cooperation
with the IOC-UNESCO, will soon open a National Multi –Hazard Early Warning System.
This includes a Tsunami warning, which will
be able to save thousands of lives in times of
calamity (Source: Times of Oman, 22-2-15 )
Image Source: www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/christmas-day
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Mrs. M. Nasrin Sulthana, lecturer and Mr. Moses Rajmohan, Quality Assurance Coordinator of the Faculty of Business Studies (FBS) were recently
given the honour to have their scholarly work, entitled “A Study of Financial Markets Issues and Challenges Faced by Various Countries and its
Awareness among College Students in Oman”, published in the EPRA
International Journal.
to improve the economic status quo of
the country.
The FBS lecturers showcased their
scholarly adroitness and methodical
Meanwhile, the FBS has also spurred
proficiency in their research; with the
efforts in publishing faculty and stuintention of creating knowledge about
dent works in prestigious international
financial markets among college stujournals. This is in line with the FBS’
dents in Oman. Their paper issued
goal to improve its research status
with p-ISSN:2349-0187 and e-ISSN
and endeavor.
2347-9671 gave an overview for evaluating the issues, concerns, trials and
Dr. Khlaid Abu Zayed, Head of FBS,
challenges experienced by a lot of congratulated the researchers for their
people around the globe regarding
efforts and subsequent recognition.
financial markets thus ascertaining
He states that such activities from the
the consciousness of the students
faculty will contribute greatly to the
about monetary issues, stocks, bonds
collective knowledge consumed by
and derivatives that are very essential
students of the Sultanate.

As Gulf College continues to develop a reputation for internationally acclaimed learning standards, Dr. Agnes Ilagan, Head of GC’s Centre for
Research Entrepreneurship and Professional Development (CREPD), with
lecturers from the college’s three departments, conducted a prospective
institution campaign to the students of Ahmad Bin Majid Private School.
Dr. Agnes expounded on the importance of obtaining a Bachelor’s
degree with honours from Cardiff Metropolitan University, UK by pursuing
studies at Gulf College, Mabelah.
GC’s aim is to maximize the employa-

bility rate of the graduates; enhancing
the students’ physical and mental
abilities, helping learners understand
diverse cultures, and providing continuous higher education opportunities,
whether in local, national or interna-

VICTORIOUS. The winning team of Gulf College poses in front of the
competition arena.

(Left) Mr. Moses Rajmohan, QA Coordinator of FBS Department
and (right) Ms. M. Nasrin Sulthana, FBS Lecturer

PROSPECT. Students of Ahmad Bin Majid Private School
attend the marketing campaign launched by GC’s CREPD.

ional competitions. Students are also encouraged
to integrate themselves in the service of their
country. The lecturers also mentioned that Gulf
College is always ready to support students in
realizing their aspirations, even after they finish
their education in the college. This way, stakeholders are guided in their chosen field. Trade
license processing and networking are some of
the entrepreneurship skills mastered by the students of Gulf College.

The athletes of Gulf College recently bagged second place
in the Sultanate’s Inter-Collegiate Football tournament held
at Al Hail Beach resort.
Such activity was held to develop students’ cooperation
The skilled team bested other
and sportsmanship with the
competing public and private
other sports talents around
colleges
and
universities
the Sultanate. GC aims to
around Oman. Dr. Issa Al Bucultivate the students’ active
lushi, CEO and Chairman, and
participation to different sports
Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, Dean
events which will encourage
bequeathed their earnest felicithem to engage themselves in
tation to all GC football players
many productive endeavours.
who showcased their talent,
The college continues to
skill and determination to win.
prove its chops not only in
The administration also gave
academic but in athletics as
thanks to Mr. Mohammed
well, as It continues to receive
Fouad, the team’s coach, and
awards for sports tourneys
head of the student activities.
around Oman.
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Females at the Apogee of Society
March welcomes the celebration of the female, as nations all over the world commemorated International Women’s Month.
Here the different functions, roles and powers of the woman in society are rightfully recognized. In Gulf College, students and
staff members join the globe in emulating the amazing women who continue to shape and influence their lives. Here are accounts and anecdotes from some of GC’s most inspiring and fundamental female figures.

“The indespensible position of
Omani women is very evident in
the kind of role they are doing
in the society today. Very indicative of the role they are engaged is endemic and evident in
all areas of Oman.”

-Ms. Suhaila Al Zadjali,
GC FFS Lecturer

“It is a perfect event to feel
proud of our greatest achievements and contributions in the
world. This is the right time to
apprehend our rights, upholding
triumphs, realising trials and
mobilize all women to do their
utmost share.”

-Ms. Fadhila Al Tobi, GC,
FFS Lecturer

CELEBRATING CULTURE:
MUSCAT FESTIVAL

”As a woman and lecturer in
the computing department, I
make sure that my students
acquire at least the minimum
knowledge and skills expected. I
instill in them the value of
honest work as well as the
responsibilities of knowing such
knowledge and skills. I ready my
students to meet challenges
and overcominghardships at
work and in the community so
they become good and productive citizens and fellowmen.”

-Dr. Hazel Tagalog, GC
FCS Lecturer

Showcasing Oman’s
best commemorating
heritage

“Women in today’s generation have attained great
achievements in the field
of ICT Education and actively participate in the
development of modern
technologies
for
the
betterment of the government, education, and
business
organizations .Further, being an ICT
lecturer,
inspires
the
young Omanis to partake
their talents and skills for
the country’s progress.”

-Dr. Rolou Lyn R. Maata, GC FCS Lecturer

There’s no way to deny
that the role of women
in the world has
changed a lot over the
years. With a wide
range of industries,
women are making
names for themselves .
Today, around the
globe, women are
awakening to their
power to be the best of
what she can be. There
are so many doctors,
businesswomen, lawyers, and many other
successful women in
their careers today. In
politics, women are
actively participating.
Today’s women are
empowered globally.
-Dr. Rowena Ocler
Sibayan, Lecturer

It was always so difficult to explain my feeling when I first experienced Muscat Festival in Nazeem Park, Barka, Oman. I was so grateful and it was a perfect pitch to spend the night with a giant dinosaur surprisingly awes the diminutive children blissfully frolicking as they
breathe a sigh of relief. Walking along the rugged road merely moved my muscles to appreciate the deepest culture, traditions, heritage and
food odyssey of the Omanis.
The fresh air and the cold night filled with noisy people caught my attention and awaken my soul to suddenly forget my longings to my
own family back home.— Dr. Irene, FFS Lecturer

