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WORTHY. Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, Gulf College Dean (centre) received the award for Best Abstract and World Research Advocacy 2015 from the
IAMURE Multidisciplinary Research

Gulf College is once again venerated and recognised around the world through the excellence demonstrated by its academicians. Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani’s effort to spur the research expertise and prestige of Gulf College was recognised during
the 2015 World Research Festival, held from 1 st to 3rd May 2015 in Palawan, Philippines, as organised by the IAMURE Multidisciplinary Research. The award for World Research Advocacy was also bequeathed upon this exceptional academician.
Dr. Taki’s paper entitled “The
Catalytic Role of Small and
Medium Enterprises: Basis for
Entrepreneurial Development
Program”, was adjudged best
abstract for Business and
Management by the IAMURE.
He further honoured the college and his country when he
garnered the award for Out-

standing Researcher of the
Sultanate of Oman. Prof. Dr.
Taki, along with other esteemed researchers around
the world, was also given the
opportunity to present his
study in front of distinguished
academicians.
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CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi warmly felicitated the GC team
after garnering the championship title in the recently
concluded Table Tennis Tourney 2015, under the
spearheading of the college.
INTUITIVE. Mr. Masood Khan, FFS Head, Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, FBS Head, Dr.
Mohaned Al Obaidi, Deputy Dean for Academics and Research, Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, GC Chairman and CEO, and Dr. Shameena Mehtab, Deputy Dean for Quality
Assurance and Partnerships oversee the International Students Reception.

In a prodigious manifestation of cultural solidarity, the Center
Career Advisory and Employability led by Ms. Faiza Kiran Ahmed recently launched “International Students’ Reception” at
Gulf College. GC Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi personally invited the students and parents to show his support for
this momentous occasion. (Page 3)

The chairman likewise extended his appreciation to
Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidi,
Deputy Dean for Academics
and and Research, Mr.
Waleed Said, Deputy Dean
for Finance, Dr. Khalid Abu
Zayed, Faculty of Business
Studies Head, Mr. Masood

Khan, Faculty of Foundation Studies Head, and Mr.
Mohammed Fouad, Student Activities Head for
organizing the aforementioned sports tilt.
The college’s
(Page 3)

athletes

Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr.
Shameena Mehtab ( Critic ),
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in
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INTELLECTUAL. (Left) Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean,
and (right) notable speaker Dr. Ali Amur Al Shidhani of The
Research Council (TRC) deliver a comprehensive discussion
on the research process.

The abstract states that small and medium enterprises serve as a fundamental engine in the market
economy, which then contributes to sustainable
growth and employment generation in Oman. The
study describes the policies of entrepreneurship with
regards to the role of SMEs towards developmental
programs in the Sultanate of Oman.
Dr. Taki cited that the output of his paper reinforces
Oman’s quest for more competitive entrepreneurial
development programs in Oman, as well as the global market. Furthermore, Dr. Taki’s research underlined the pressing need to overcome employment,
managerial, and cultural barriers.

Chief)

With the aim of transforming GC into a research driven higher education institution not only on a national level but also on a global scale,
Dean Dr. Taki Al Abduwani invited Dr. Ali Amur Al Shidhani of the Research Council (TRC), to share with the academe the comprehensive
practices that TRC is doing for the past several years in terms of research.
To keep abreast with the global research activities. Gulf College has
standards, four (4) research objec- coordinated with the Research Countives were formulated: Research cil of Oman to link GC with the ReExcellence, Research Capacity, search Evaluation Submission SysKnowledge Transfer and Research tem (TRESS) avail the Open ReEnvironment. TRC programmes allo- search Grants (ORG). It aims to concate funds if all the documents and tinue its provision of valuable and
requirements are achieved by re- excellent researches, as measured
search applicants, and those chosen by national and international standfrom the pool receive incentives un- ards. The institution’s researches are
der the Researchers’ Incentives Pro- ensured to be relevant and respongramme (RIP) which is based on an sive to the country’s development
Open Research Grant Programme needs.
(ORGP).
To clarify salient areas on Research,
Gulf College is taking serious steps Dr. Ali answered all the queries durto boost their research output, and ing the open forum. He reiterated
embed outstanding studies in all that the lecture forum was held in
aspects of the teaching-learning pro- keeping with the mandate and stratecess. Efforts have been made to gy of the TRC; that is, to enable a
further this cause, including the insti- sustainable research structure that
tutionalization of the Research and shall contribute to the emergence of
Industry Equipment Center (RIEG), effective national innovation systems.
the fine tuning of the research medium term strategic plan, and the crea- Lecturers of the three faculties also
tion of policies and mechanisms to shared their views, visions and stratencourage the faculty participation in egies in this field of education.

The Ministry of Higher Education (MoHE), led by Souad Abdul Baqi, Deputy Director for Educational Services, and Ms. Fatima Al Battashi, from
the Office of the Administrative Affairs, empathically discussed implementation plans and programmes with GC’s student support services
managers, headed by Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, Dean, Dr. Shameena
Mehtab, Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance and Partnerships, and Dr.
Mohaned Al Obaidi, Deputy Dean for Academics and Research, and Ms.
Antonia Lamers, Manager ,Centre for Quality Enhancement.

FOCUSED. (Top) GC-SSS managers deliberate on the learning
and teaching plan of the college. (Bottom). MoHE representatives Souad Abdul Baqi, Deputy Director for Educational Services and Ms. Fatima Al Battashi, Office of the Administrative
Affairs discuss their finding with GC Dean Dr. Taki Al Abduwani.

The MoHE delegates conducted the
conference with GC as part of the
routine visit of the Oman Academic
Accreditation Authority (OAAA). The
event deliberated on the college’s
teaching and learning plans, available
facilities, student-centred services
and
stakeholder
support.
Dr.
Shameena expounded on the institutions pertinent QMS-Student Support
Services, Dr. Mohaned discussed
aspects of Research, Enterprise and
Entrepreneurship, and Dr. Agnes
Ilagan, Manager for CREPD, deliv-

ered on Career Advisory and Graduate Affairs. Meanwhile, Ms. Lamers
spoke about the seven focus areas
of CQE, and Mr. Manhel, I.T.Head ,
explained the facilities of the college; wireless gadgets, turnitin and
VLG, Mr Raviraj Shetti on admission, Mr. Waleed Said explained the
school’s policies for student support
in terms of financial matters, and Mr.
Mohammed Fouad, shed light on
student activities especially on
sports programmes.

Announcements:
June 8: Graduation Ceremony
June 21-22: Programme Advisors from
Staffordshire University visit the GC teams
for review and revalidation
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Gulf College once again proves its dedication to producing
well-versed and job-ready students as it engaged in another
set of extracurricular activities, as organized by Dr. Joseph
Cuarteros.
The event was participated in by
the three faculties of the college.
During the weekly meeting
headed by Dr. Irene Taguinod,
the mechanics and logistics of
the competitions were discussed. Dr. Taguinod further
mentioned that this activity will
not only help the students practice learning activities or hobbies
in their free time but also improve their study habits.

After generating massive participation and support from
both the student body and the
faculty, the extracurricular
event was deemed a success
by the college. Students also
state that they perceived the
relevance of this project for
their optimum development as
future workers in the job market.

The different coordinators of the
three departments agreed to
brief the students regarding the
mechanics, to help them comprehend the context of the contests. Gulf College also provided
refreshments and other necessities for the students and participants. Seeing as the activity in
part of GC’s best practices, Prof.
Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, Dean,
urged everyone to sustain the
conduct of extra-curricular activities, to further develop the well
rounded personality of the students.

After the event, Prof. Dr. Taki
expressed his relentless appreciation for the efforts exhibited by the GC Heads, lecturers and students in an inspirational message. He thanked all
organizers and participants for
their unparalleled commitment
in spearheading the grand
extracurricular activities despite volumes of work this second semester beefing up the
success of Gulf College for
2015.

MATCH POINT. The champion athletes together with Chair and CEO Dr. Issa,
Deputy Deans Dr. Mohaned Al Obaidi, Research and Mr. Waleed Said, Finance, and Heads Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, FBS, Mr. Masood Khan, FFS, and
Mr. Mohammed Fouad, Student Activities.

hailed from the three faculties of GC, and competed bravely in
their bid to top the tournament. The viewing crowd was jubilant
when GC athletes Ali Al Hadad, Bader Al Sulimani and Shabib
Al Maawali were adjudged winners of their respective matches
and categories.
Gulf College has always exercised its privilege to forefront the
sports activities, as the administration believes that such activities are vital to delivering well-rounded growth and learning for
their students.

In an effort to maximize university facilities as well as student
opportunities, Dr. Jurgen Werner, Deputy Rector for Academic
Affairs of GU Tech held a formal visit of Gulf College’s Pearson
Test Centre last month.
Mr. Masood Khan, Faculty of
Foundation Studies Department
Head, Ms. Aisha Haider, Award
Leader, and Ms. Antonia
Lamers, Manager, Centre for
Quality Enhancement were present during the visit. Mr. Masood
Khan facilitated the discussion
by providing a summary of conditions for the Pearson Test
Center, as well as the previous
activities conducted in the said
facility. He also mentioned the
operation schema for implementing the exam, as exhibited
in the college’s recently concluded Pearson examination.

Furthermore, Mr. Masood also
discussed the administration’s
recent improvements for the
test centre, especially in fulfilling the speaking exam/
evaluation component. Finally,
general guidelines for the use
of the centre were reiterated,
such as the seclusion of cubicles to minimize noise in the
testing areas,.
The director’s visit was implemented to explore the possibility of GU Tech students
taking the Pearson test at Gulf
College, due to its optimal
proximity .

COLLABORATIVE. Dr. Jurgen Werner, Deputy Rector for Academic Affairs of
GU Tech, toured GC’s testing center with Mr. Masood Khan, FFS Head, Ms.
Aisha Haider, Award Leader, and Ms. Antonia Lamers, Manager of Centre for
Quality Enhancement.

The event was conducted to foster an excellent learning environment for the college’s International students. It discussed
available job opportunities as well as career advice during and
after completing their education. It also delved into professional
development projects which can be undertaken by the students.
Furthermore, the event highlighted the fee discount scheme
employed for the benefit of these foreign learners.
The students’ reception was also attended by Dr. Mohaned Al
Obaidi, Deputy Dean, Academics and Research, Dr. Shameena
Mehtab, Deputy Dean, Q.A.and Partnerships, Dr. Khalid Abu
Zayed, Head, FBS and Mr. Masood Khan, Head, FFS.

Announcements:
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June 23-24: Review and revalidation of Oman of GC
staged by Staffordshire University
Sept. 30: Submission of GFP pilot audit Self-study
document to OAAA
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GC’s Pride: The Exceptional SN Student Body

CONGRATULATION S
Ms. Faiza Kiran, Manager, Centre for Career, Advisory and Alumni who presented her first Research paper on Banker Perception on Islamic Banking in Oman
at National Symposium on Business Emerging Trends (NSBET 2015) at Al MuDr. M. Nasrin Sulthana, Lecturer, FBS, new recipient of Doctorate Degree in
Management Science at Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University Hyderabad Andhra Pradesh, India.

