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Due to their remarkable exhibition of prowess on the
court, Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi proudly
congratulated the winners and participants of the recently-concluded Table Tennis Championship 2016.

Committed to providing exceptional, internationally
comprehensive and well-rounded education, Gulf
College, under the revered auspices of Chairman
and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki
Al Abduwani recently inaugurated the campus’ newest building in Mabellah, with the guidance of H E
Dr. Rawiyah bint Saud al Busaidiyah, Minister of
Higher Education.
The most recent addition
to the campus features
learning spaces with cutting-edge
technology,
comfortable workstations,
and efficient facilities.
The 24,000sq m. structure houses a large central library and digital
information
database,
seminar rooms and exhi-

bition halls equipped with
electronic
communication devices, web-ready
computer rooms, as well
as
separate
prayer
rooms for men and women. The special needs
students of the college
were also given unique
knowledge
areas
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Chair and CEO Dr. Issa beamed with energy and pride as he
expressed his appreciation for the winning athletes Shabib
Said Al Maawali, Champion, Ali Omar Al Haddad, 1st runner
up, and Hisham Al Jabri, 2nd runner-up, who competed
bravely and exceptionally in their bid to take home the top
titles. CEO Dr. Issa also commended all participants from the
three faculties of the college for their relentless effort and
support for GC’s extracurricular activities. Furthermore, the
Chairman profusely thanked the coordinators of the event,
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BREAKTHROUGH. Chair and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi with H E Dr. Rawiyah bint Saud
al Busaidiyah, Minister of Higher Education during the ribbon-cutting for GC’s new
building.

Gulf College accented its cogent academic ties with Cardiff
Metropolitan University with a training workshop commenced
for the betterment of administrative endeavours and service
deliverance, as enjoined by GC Chair and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, and Deputy Dean for
Quality Assurance and Partnerships Dr. Shameena Mehtab. The
conference, aptly titled Advanced Quality and Accreditation in
Higher Education, was held at Cardiff, UK and weighted heavily
on the following themes: Quality and role of the university,
NCAAA and the Drivers for Quality Assurance and Academic
Rigour, Compare and Contrast Quality Assurance and Accredi(Page 2)

BRILLIANCE. Chair and CEO Dr. Issa Al Bulushi (centre), Dean Prof.
Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (left), and DD-QAP Dr. Shameena Mehtab (right)
attend the CMU Advanced Quality and Accreditation Workshop.

The Europe Business Assembly honoured GC Dean Prof.
Dr. Taki Al Abduwani for his unbridled brilliance in academic leadership and the advancement of national scientific research, by awarding him the prestigious International Name in Science- European Business Achievement
Award during the 2016 EBA Achievements Ceremony,
London, UK.
The EBA awards gala is held as a tribute to outstanding representatives from the fields of business and academia (Page 3)

EXCEPTIONAL. Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (centre) receives the International Name in Science Award from the European Business Assembly.

Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr.
Shameena Mehtab ( Critic ),
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in
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Visiting psychologist and lecturer Ms. Ashwag Hassan Al
Kharss of Kuwait struck a personal conference with GC Dean
Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani and the managers of the college’s
different centres, as she toured Gulf College’s state-of-the-art
campus last month.

GRATIFIED. Psychologist and lecturer from Kuwait Ms. Ashwag Hassan
Al Kharss (left) confers with Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani (right).

tation: QAA and NCAAA,
Quality Improvement: Insode and outside the University, Quality Management in Higher Education,
Quality in Academic Development, The Student Voice
at the heart of the quality
assurance process, Key
Information Stats and Public
Accountability, QA: Institutional Review, QA: Writing a
Self-Evaluation Document
(SED), The Recruitment
Retention and Engagement
of Staff in a quality university, Effective Communication
within an academic environment, and Quality and Collaborative Provision.
The aforementioned workshop also highlighted the
finer points of academic
accreditation and service
maintenance required from
international institutions
Distinguished speakers of
the event include Peter Williams, CBE UWIC Governor
and former Chief Executive
of QAA, Prof. Dan Davies,
Dean of the Cardiff School

of Education, Prof. Gary
Beauchamp,
Associate
Dean for Research, Cardiff
School of Education, Prof.
Mohammed Loutfi, Pro-Vice
Chancellor (International),
Dr. Gill Jones, Director of
Learning and Teaching/
Deputy
Dean,
Cardiff
School of Education, Gabriel Jezierski I-zone, Manager, Cardiff Metropolitan University, Jo Bowers, Associate Dean: Enterprise, Julie
Placentini, Dean of Quality
and Standards, Cardiff Metropolitan University, and Dr.
Cecilia Hannigan Davies,
Principal Lecturer , Learning, Teaching and Assessment Coordinator for CSE.
The conference aims to
strengthen the college’s
leadership and management competencies as well
as underline valuable tenets
required
by
globallyaccredited higher education
standards. It also served as
a refresher course for administrators who work in the
field of academia.

In the course of the meeting,
Dean Prof. Dr. Taki discussed
the pertinence of Gulf College’s
eleven centres, the developments instilled by the administration in the construction of
the new campus in Mabellah,
and the programmes and services offered by GC to both
local and international enrollees. The Dean also deliberated
with Ms. Ashwag on the Memorandum of Understanding that
shall soon cement the partnership between both institutions.

Attendees of the aforementioned conference include Dr.
Ines Masmoudi, Manager,
Centre for Training and Professional Development, Dr. Agnes
Ilagan, Centre for Research
and Entrepreneurship, Ms.
Faisa, Centre for Industry and
Alumni, Dr. Ivy Villareal, Centre for Language and Cultural
Studies and Dr. Shameena
Mehtab, Deputy Dean for
Quality Assurance and Partnerships.

Gulf College gained another milestone in its quality service
enrichment strata as it engaged in the 2016 Partnership Conference constituted by Cardiff Metropolitan University (CMU) UK.
The programme was graced by the esteemed attendance of GC
Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance and Partnerships Dr. Shameena Mehtab, Head of Faculty of Business and Management Studies Dr. Khalid Abu
Zayed, Head of Faculty of Foundation Studies Mr. Masood
Khan, and Academic Registrar Mr. Raviraj Shetty.
The conference, abled with the
theme “Inspiring Success”, welcomed academic delegates
from around the globe. The
event centred on areas of technology in research and data
gathering, the significance of
academic calendars, consumer

law compliance, international
strategy and partnership, and
developing and supporting
partners. A keynote speech on
the Trends in the Internationalisation of Higher Education
was also featured after the
individual sessions.

BEACONS. The delegates of the 2016 Partnership Conference at Cardiff Metropolitan University, UK.

What’s Up in Oman?
The Ministry of Education has launched
two interactive learning apps to aid Omani students in mastering Mathematics
and English skills.
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Gulf College lauded the Royal Oman Police led
by First Lieutenant Issa Salim Al Nabhani as
they delivered a relevant workshop on road
safety and health precautionary measures for
the awareness of all staff and stakeholders of
the college.
The ROP seeks to heighten the social consciousness of citizens regarding the traffic situation in
the Sultanate, in order to mitigate and prevent
vehicle-related accidents in the future. The workshop was given high priority by GC, as morning
sessions were postponed so all staff members
and students could witness the discussion.
VIGILANT. The Royal Oman Police with First Lieutenant Issa Salim Al Nabhani, Prof. Dr. Taki Al
Abduwani, GC Dean, Mr. Waleed Said, Deputy Dean for Admin and Finance, Dr. Mohaned Al
Obaidy, Deputy Dean for Academic and Research, Dr. Khalid Abu Zayed, Head of Faculty of Business & Management Studies, and Mr. Masood Khan, Head of Faculty of Foundation Studies.

designed to help learners achieve
their full academic potential whilst
ensuring premium comfort and care.
In terms of leisure and sports, the
building also includes a fully-stocked
cafeteria, gym and sports zone accessible to all students and staff
members who require the use of
such facilities.

Chair and CEO Dr. Issa expressed
his utmost pride and support for GC
as it showcased its latest academic
marvel to the Sultanate. Meanwhile,
Dean Prof. Dr. Taki conveyed high
hopes for the college’s newest facilities, as it supplements GC’s overall
mission of providing quality education to its stakeholders.

IMMERSED. Faculty members with FFS Head Mr. Masood Khan instruct workshop attendees on
the salient point of sign language.

To eradicate the communication gap between workers
with disabilities and their
employers from different
ministries of the Sultanate,
Gulf College has launched a
series of sign language
workshops, under the guidance of GC’s centre manag-

ers and faculty heads.
The training series was conceptualised to further maximise job opportunities for special needs students and graduates. Additionally, these sessions also serve as encouragement for employers

The ROP stressed the importance of careful driving and following road and pedestrian rules at all
times. The organisers also presented videos
showing His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al
Said telling all the people how to get rid of traffic
and car accidents. He gave importance on the
life of every individual and warned everyone on
over speeding and other violations committed by
drivers and commuters.

who continuously contribute to the global scientific
research effort.
The award centres on the following criteria: urgency of the scientific research for civil society development, democratic basis of management, cost
efficiency, personal contribution of a candidate to
scientific research, his/her personal achievements
in the development of national science, possibility
of science research transformation for solving regional and global social, political and economic
problems, ratings and reviews of scientific press
and the public, recommendations of profile committees, scientific societies, and scientists.

to discover the true ability and
potential of workers with disabilities, and not be delimited
by their handicaps.
Furthermore, GC also sees
the workshop as a way for
their SN students to communicate more effectively with their

chosen company and
jumpstart successful careers in different fields,
regardless of physical setbacks. It also wills SN students to explore varying
endeavours to discover
their best skill.

Announcement
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Science, Culture and the Arts

FCS test schedule for 2015-2016 Semester 2, resit exam timetables for FCS and
FBMS are now available for viewing. Visit
www.gulfcollege.edu.om for details.
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Breaching the Melting Point
Carbon dioxide (CO2) levels in the Earth’s atmosphere are now at an
all-time high, bringing about cataclysmic disasters and inexplicable
natural phenomena to mankind. The rising emissions of CO 2 from excessive air pollution has thinned the ozone layer vigorously, which
prompted an increase in overall temperature, the melting of polar ice
caps (the world’s largest containment of fresh water), and a permanent rise in sea levels around the globe.
And this is only the first tile in the domino crash of climate change— Rain in Ruwi, MBD area. Photo - Abraham Richard/Times of Oman
the upturn of the ecosystem is now causing deadly effects to humans.
The abundance of air, water and soil pollution has led to the increased potency and fast spread of bacteria and viruses. As the
heat climbs, more viruses thrive, evolve, and become harder to kill. Over the last decade, the world has experienced a sudden
spike in disease outbreaks; the worst turn since its deadliest wave in the Middle Ages. Natural disasters lead to greater damages and higher mortality rates. Furthermore, the overall emission level of CO 2 is now inching towards 450 parts per million
(ppm) a point of no return or reversal for climate change, as many scientists
note. Soon the very air we breathe will be too contaminated for consumption, and the unbearable temperatures will hinder continued living.

Source: www.muscatdaily.com500 × 375 Search by image: Wadis flooded
after heavy rains in Oman, two children drown in Ibri

Scientists have pointed out that humans are the main culprits of climate
change. And though that is true, we humans are also the biggest agents of
change for our planet. Here in the Sultanate, we have experienced fatal natural disasters that have claimed valuable properties and loved ones. It is
time we learn from such events and start to lessen our carbon footprint. By
practicing proper use of resources such as water and electricity, recycling,
good waste disposal habits, and valuation for natural habitats and ecosystems, we can help pull the earth away from its melting point.

Fire Image Source: http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photos-fire-image17224783

GC initiates Newspaper Recycling Drive
Gulf College is aiding in the concerted effort to preserve the environment by donating old newspapers, magazines, and other old published materials. This is through the efforts of Ms. Carmi Cruz, GC
Senior Librarian. Paper recycling has always been a large and vital
contributor to the environmental preservation cause. As the process
of paper recycling continues to develop and become highly efficient,
more and more citizens are now starting to see the importance of
newspaper recycling and how it helps prevent deforestation and
waste production. Gulf College supports the live green, love green,
think green initiative, and is always ready to participate in all kinds of
recycling and proper garbage disposal efforts to help save the Sultanate of Oman, and the world’s, beautiful ecosystems.

What’s Up in Oman?
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Admin and Finance Updates
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The Oman Convention and Exhibition
Centre (OCEC), set to be the country’s
prime business frontier, is set to open on
August 15.
(Source: Times of Oman: http://timesofoman.com/article/83329/Oman/Tourism, Image
Source: http://www.3dmads.com/oman-ocec-package-3/)

New policies and requirements for international students seeking to pursue
academic units in Gulf College were recently disclosed in efficacy by Deputy
Dean for Admin and Finance Mr. Waleed Said.
Some of the college’s updated requirements for application include accomplished
application form, passport copy, passport size photos, deposit and expenses
amounting to 300 R.O. and 20 R.O. respectively (refundable), and a medical clearance certificate. The aforementioned prerequisites were deliberated and approved by
the department.
In addition, a new student application form must also be filled by
the registrants. These are to be submitted during the registration
and enrollment period in GC.
Aside from the declaration of requirements, the Administration
and Finance Department confirmed that separate accommodations will be provided for male and female students during their
stay in the college, in the interest of their personal comfort and safety. Room rates will range from
240 R.O. for single rooms to 70 R.O. each for shared, four-people rooms. Amenities in the hostel also
include television with channel cable, all-access refrigerator, individual study tables, beddings, and a
cube kitchen. Catering is also available to students at 100 R.O. month. As for transportation, the
campus will be providing two trips a week to meet the shopping and entertainment needs of the students. Round-the-clock security is also guaranteed by the college.
Mr. Waleed Said
Deputy Dean for Admin and Finance

DDAF Mr. Waleed Said expressed high hopes for the international students’ future endeavours in the college. He trusts that both local and international students will gain enriched, quality education as well as an expansive understanding of diverse cultures and the value of unity amidst diversity. The Administration and Finance Department also ensures that all students will receive topnotch
service deliverance, high-rate technology and amenities, and superior learning and instruction during
their enrollment in GC.

Oman Trivia

The Oman Golf Committee
(OGC) has formed a steering committee to discuss the possibility of opening a new
golf course in Sohar.
This development is sure to expand the sport’s reach and
regard in the Sultanate, as well as aid in the country’s tourism and beautification of the landscape. If approved, the
new athletic hotspot will be the first green course outside of
Muscat.
(Source: http://timesofoman.com/article/83448/Sports/Golf/Oman-golf:-Committee-discusses-feasibility-of-proposed-golf
-course-in-Sohar)

Image Source: http://www.sport-it.net/the-golf-course-a-beginners-guide/

