February 2016
Volume 5 Issue 2

As Gulf College exerts determined efforts in amplifying its
service deliverance, educational parameters and overall
efficiency structure , the institution is gaining acclaimed
recognition from the Associations of Arab Universities, the
prime accreditation body that
accredits private and government Colleges and Universities.
Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa
Sabeel Al Bulushi and Dean
Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani converged and finally submitted all
the requirements

The Electronic Newsletter of Gulf College

assisted by Deputy Deans,
Heads of the Faculties and
Centre Managers.The panel
headed by H.E. Dr. Sultan Abu
Orabi, Secretary General of
the Association of Arab Universities together with H.E.
Prof. Dr. Mohamed Rafat, Deputy Secretary General of AAU,
H.E. Prof. Dr. Ali bin Saud Al
Bimani, Vice Chancellor of
Sultan Qaboos University and
Dr. Abdul Naser Mousa, committee member.
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In line with the progressive
policies pursued by Gulf College, Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al
Abduwani signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Muscat Business Women Centre headed by Zahra Abdulla
Alajmiah, Chairperson.

The Oman Quality Network in
Higher Education (OQNHE)
spearheaded a Risk Management and Planning workshop
for Higher Education Institutions(HEIs) where Dean Prof Dr
Taki Al Abduwani of Gulf College was the resource speaker.

During the aforementioned
event, Dr Shameena Mehtab,DD-QAP,coordinators and
centre manager along with
representatives from different
universities and colleges attended the said workshop.
Several topics were discussed such as: Introduction
to Risk Management and
Planning, Risk Management
Practices in Higher Education
and How Higher Education
institution can benefit the
most from Risk Management .Several working groups
finally concluded that risk
management can be effective
if the essential elements are
applied , top management

EMINENT RAPPORT. H.E. Dr. Sultan Abu Orabi, Secretary General of the Association of Arab Universities together with H.E. Prof. Dr. Mohamed Rafat, Deputy Secretary General of AAU and Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Sabeel Al Bulushi during the
final accreditation visit.

BRILLIANT. Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani as resource speaker during the risk
management workshop (Top)
Participants from the different colleges
and universities in the Sultanate of Oman

should allocate the needed resources, managing risks is an
essential contribution to the
achievement of organisational
objectives, risk management
policies and the benefits are
clearly communicated to all staff,
and there must be a clear structure to the risk process.

The development of any institution hinges on the active role
played by SMEs and that they
need to be provided the required
support to realise their full potential. With this, Gulf College headed by Dr. Taki Al Abduwani entered into partnership with the
Muscat Business Women Centre.
PARTNERSHIP.
Dean Prof. Dr.
Taki Al Abduwani
together
with Zahra Abdulla Alajmiah,
Chairperson,
during the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding

Present on this event were the
Deputy Deans for Academics
and Research Dr. Mohanned
Al Obaidy who shared the best
practices and quality performance of the students in terms
of academics and research,
Mr. Waleed Said unveiled the
challenges dispatched in his
office being the Deputy Dean
of Admin and Finance, Mr.
Rizwan shared how GC
opened it’s doors to students
for training as mandated by the
Ministry of Manpower, and
Development, Ms. Antonia
Lamers cited the importance of
having the Centre
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Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bulushi
and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
(Chairmen and Publishers), Dr.
Shameena Mehtab ( Critic ),
Dr. Romeo C. Castillo (Editor in
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Gulf College spearheaded a
workshop on Fire and Safety
Mock Evacuation Drill to prepare the staff and students on
any eventualities .

the environment. The workshop
at the Grand Hall was followed
by evacuation drill where all the
students and staff were trained to
follow the designated exit points
and converge in one safe place
as they heard the wailing of the
siren. Knowing the evacuation
routes of the building will definitely assure their safety in the occurrence of fire and any other
emergency situations. The mock
evacuation fire training was done
in a timely fashion that made the
feat very successful .

The activity was facilitated by Dr.
Shameena Mehtab, DD-QAP,Mr
Waleed Said,DD-Admin and Finance and Mr. Moses Rajmohan,
QAC-FBMS. The first session
featured the rationale of the workshop presented by Mr. Mus’ab
Salim Al Adwani, Health Safety
Environment Advisor, Petroleum
Development of Oman.
The objectives of the drill are: to
understand the combustion process
and different fire classes, understand the operating procedures of
the different types of fire extinguishers and also understand the basic
firefighting concepts. He discussed
the hazards of gas or oil spilt on the
floor and broken equipment and the
probable risks and severity of fire to
human health, property and to the

URGENT. Mr. Mus’ab Salim Al Adwani, H.S.E. Advisor,
PDO (Top) giving the rationale of the firedrill. Staff and
students converged in one safe place (bottom)

PROUD.Dr. M. Nasrin Sulthana, Research Coordinator and Lecturer of FBMS
has drawn the reputed admiration of VIFRA as she received The Young Scientist award 2015 in India.

Having accorded top priority
to improve education in the
field of Business Management, Dr. M. Nasrin Sulthana,
Research Coordinator and
Lecturer of FBMS has drawn
the reputed admiration of the
Board of Management of the
Venus International Founda-

tion based on the VIFRA
2015 Expert Committee report and Apex Committee
recommendations to bestow
upon her this December in
India the Young Scientist
Award for the contribution
and achievement in the field
of Business Management.

TRANSPARENCY. Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani together with Dr.
Shameena Mehtab, DD-QAP and Mr. Raviraj Shetty, Registrar, during the
workshop on budget policy and process.

Brushing to shoulders with new
Mabelah campus development
and challenges, the administration is now again advancing for
the preparation for the next academic semester.

them to plan their annual
budget and facilitate decision
making by delegating spending authority and providing
accountability.

Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani called for
teamwork among the staffs and
officers to carry out the strategic
operational processes like the GC
budget policy and process. The
Dean discussed the annual budget
of the various faculties, departments
and centres for fair distribution of
the resources based on the contribution each division makes to the
college from the revenue point of
view and the services which needs
to be provided to the stakeholders.
This workshop on budget policy and
process aims to help the three (3)
facilities and the twelve centres in
financial planning, assist

Dr. Taki further explained that
the budget of Gulf College is
centralised into three (3) categories namely; revenues, expenses and capital expenditure. He further stated the role
of every department and centre
officers and staff in studying
the budget is crucial because it
will find out whether the budget
reflects the mission, vision and
objectives of the organisation,
other issues which might risk
the health and safety of the
students and employees, injuries and incidental damage of
the college assets.

The CARD chaired by the Vice
Chancellor Anna university, Dr.
D.Vishwanathan, Dr. Jayati Sarkar
from Indian Institute of Technology,
Delhi and Dr. V.K. Shanmuagam
IAS, Former District Collector, Tamilnadu, India. It is with great
sense of pride that draws Gulf College administration, to highlight the
many splendid feat of the lecturers
showing exceptional honour not
only in GC but also in the world
community.Dr. Nasrin beyond comparable expertise embarks her to
represent Gulf College and the
Faculty of Business Management
and Studies.

(

forQuality Enhancement and Capacity Building, while Mr. Masood
Ahmad Khan embarked on how the
students in Foundation Level were
accepted, handled, mentored and
tutored as we worked resolutely
shoulder to shoulder with Staffordshire University.
Mr. Abubuker Shaffi, Head, FCS
discussed the performance of the
students and reaffirm the commitment of every staff. Dr. Khalid Abu
Zayed, Head, FBMS, gave impetus
in providing quality education that
matches the benchmarked practices of SU and other UK institutions.

What’s Up in Oman?
Oman’s Jebel Shams is considered by
astronomers as a prime location for
viewing Pluto during NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft encounter .
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PERFECT TIMING. Head of the Faculty of Foundation Studies Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan along
CLARIFIED. Dr. Joseph Cuarteros, QAC and Programme Leaders with Dr. Irene Taguinod, lecturer and the PSIP
students who did the presentation during the
of FFS during the invigilation and marking guidelines workshop
awarding of certificates and token of appreciation.

As Gulf College exerts
determined efforts in
amplifying its service
deliverance, educational
parameters and overall
efficiency performance,
the Faculty of Foundation Studies (FFS) under
the headship of Mr.
Masood Ahmad Khan
together with Dr. Joseph
Cuarteros, Quality Assurance Coordinator, piloted
a workshop on invigilation guidelines and markings of examination papers and assignments.
The event was participated
by the teaching and non
teaching staff of FFS. With
the aim of demonstrating
and ensuring the best and
exemplary practices during
and after the conduct of
examinations, Dr. Joseph
B. Cuarteros showed his
methodical adroitness and
proficiency by doing this
feat with the following objectives: respond with the
Oman Academic Accreditation Authority (OAAA) Audit
Report 2011- Recommendation Number 9 – The
OAAA recommends that

students on their assessments, establish a very strong
relationship
between
the
mentee-mentor in terms of
guiding and assisting them in
their duties and responsibilities in the college; orient the
lecturers on the entry level
and exit level of all programmes in the Faculty of
Foundation Studies; orient the
new lecturers and reorient the
senior lecturers on how to
mark the final exams, assignments and Integrated Projects.Dr. Esther Simagala, Mr.
Peyman, Ms. Cherubim, and
Ms. Reshma Ahmed likewise
shared their expertise in
markings of examination papers and assignments and
warned the module leaders
and tutors to strictly follow the
stipulated guidelines.
Gulf College is gaining acclaimed recognition from this
work procedure as well as in
adapting a solid formative
assessment feedback mechanism, student oriented development unit, and good practices ethic fit for intellectual
highways of the international
academic arena.

The Faculty of Foundation
Studies (FFS) is again bustling
with
various
undertakings
which are geared towards the
total personality development
of the students. FFS Head, Mr.
Masood Ahmad Khan gave the
veracious signal to Dr. Irene
Taguinod, lecturer to hold the
presentation kicked off by Ms.
Thuraya Nasser Al Qassabi and
Ms. Muna Mohamed Al Hadrami, PSIP students.
It is not a pretense but it is a truism that many were astonished on
the endowed narration of the students as they deliberated the precarious Global Warming” where
they elucidated on the effects of
excessive emission of poisonous
gases such as carbon dioxide
(CO2), and methane gases that
devastated the ozone layer of the
planet
earth. They really deserved an ovation and get the
genuine feedbacks from the students and lecturers. Mr. Masood
reiterated that the students and
faculty members were very cooperative in the conduct of such
event and he is very optimistic
that more activities will be coordinated next semester for the benefits of the students and staff.

Continuing its commitment to the
proliferation of comprehensive educational development, the Faculty of
Computing Sciences (FCS) kicked
off their first extracurricular activities
on Data Analysis using Excel competition, computing quiz, e-poster
competition, web design competition, digital photography competition
and keyboarding challenge. Mr.
Abubuker Shaffi. Acting HoF, FCS,
thanked and congratulated he lecturers and studebnts who participated
in the competitions.

JUBILANT. Mr. Abubucker Samsudeen Shaffi, Head,
FCS together with Dr. Mohanned Al Obaidy, DD-AR
during the awarding of certificates and token of appreciation in the recent FCS extracurricular activities.

The event was participated by the administrative arm of GC under the auspice of Chairman and CEO Dr. Issa Al
Bulushi and the panelists from AAU
and other external members from
S.Q.U. There was thorough review of
the teaching/learning resources, various systems and procedures and the
entire operation of Gulf College in the
field of higher education. As GC ensure that all facets are at par with
global standards, the AAU panel was
truly satisfied and gave positive feedbacks after a thorough review and verification of all the requirements during a
3-day visit. Gulf College hopes to emulate recognition from the Arab world
and fit for intellectual highways of the
international academe.

Oman is looking to expand its underground
waste bin facility, in an effort to reduce the
country’s waste accumulation and conserve
the surrounding environment
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The Unparalleled
Richness of
Oman’s Underwater
World

www.seaoman.com
The
Natural Treasures of Oman,
Oman is preserving its natural resources which is considered the
treasures. Because of it’s unique environment, the Sultanate has shown
tremendous concerns in conserving
the environment as the economy of
the country continues to expand and
develop. The natural diversity starts
from the mountains of Hajar to the
long stretch of warm and windy
beaches where you can find the
hatching of green turtles. This is the
rich ecosystem which I believed is
incomparable, unique and diversified.
The fascinating and enigmatic underwater wildlife has been given great
attention from
conservationists
where it became the focal point for
rapid development.

www.seaoman.com

The most beautiful unspoilt beaches
where a lot of tourists enjoy an array
of hotels and resorts enhanced the
tourism industry of the country. There
are other projects which are intended
to preserve the natural resources and
wildlife such as; moths, turtles, humpback whales, butterflies, and other
marine animals which are considered

indigenous and endangered. Oman has
been embarking on different programmes, encouraging environmental
conservation through training, information dissemination educational campaign and organisational strategy intended to watch the critically threatened species and habitats in different
parts of the Sultanate.

Awesome dolphins
in Qantab

Watching dolphins in Qantab is my
most memorable experience. What
made me amaze was the fact that
hundreds of dolphins were seen dancing with the waves and showed their
antic performance as it drew thousands of amazed tourists around the
world. Truly wonderful and spectacular
to witness their natural habitat, untouched corals. Sometimes, dolphins
migrated in other warm waters during
the cold season which is why this
lovely creatures seldom surface.
Oman has been the haven to more
than twenty species of dolphins.
Oman promulgated several strategies
to preserve and protect dolphins.

Another tourist attraction
is an unforgettable experienced about
Al Khayran which depicts the amazing
beauty of the undersea. I really was
astonished as I visited the place because it offers a unique exploration to
witness the hidden wonders of the fathomable seabed where the diverse marine life is preserved in its natural habitat. This semi-submersible vessel gave
me a unique experience to have a
close contact with the marine life. The
countless underwater species and corals and colorful fishes of varied sizes
caught my great attention which is con- www.youtube.com/jumpingintowadishab
sidered a remarkable experience in the
Sultanate of Oman. As I also, believed
this marine heritage plays a vital role in
the economy of the country. The gov- www.tripadvisor.co.uk, googleimages.com/omandaytours/qantab
ernment of Oman is doubly working
“Oman has been embarking on
hard to protect and preserve the didifferent programmes, encouragverse marine life and its natural habiing environmental conservation
tat by investing in a big artificial reef
through training, information
programmes and enforcing laws for
fishermen to freeze from catching en- dissemination educational camdangered marine species, giving at- paign and organisational strategy
tention to fishing seasons, concen- intended to watch the critically
trate on new species and go over
threatened species and habitats in
deep sea fishing which will ensure
different parts of the Sultanate.”
protection to marine life.
www.seaoman.com

5
Gulf College News Gazette February 2016 Vol. 5 Issue 2

Waleed discloses Fiscal deliberations
Deputy Dean for Admin and Finance unfolded the financial challenges and considerations which his department is facing this year.

Mr. Waleed Said
Deputy Dean, Admin and Finance

He had just unfurled to the Editorial Board that the students are
of paramount significance to the management of Gulf College where
all policies and guidelines revolve on helping them how to settle their
accounts this year .He mentioned that it is really a big challenge to
plot a timeline suitable for various groups particularly those self paying students. He reiterated that self paying students need more considerations than those ministry sponsored students who are always
asking for the sending of invoice to the appropriate authorities so
that their payments are forwarded promptly to the Gulf College Admin and Finance . He admitted that this responsibility entails consistent collaboration and follow up with the sponsors to give utmost
assistance to the students especially those on a part –time basis .

Mr Waleed Said also revealed that he has a crucial role in the upcoming standard assessment where he is chairing working group 9 which
is all about the General Facilities Services .He disclosed that he is
working closely with the maintenance of the state of the art building
GC Admin and Finance Staff
in Mabellah and strictly implemented the remaining timeline before
the assessment begins this year set by the OAAA.
He also mentioned that Gulf College has been audited by the International Network (KPMG) providing audit
and advisory services. They have audited all the financial statements of GC which comprise the statement
of financial position and the statements of comprehensive income ,changes in equity and cash flows and
relevant notes related to the summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information
we have provided during the process. It was clearly shown in the report that GC complied with the commercial companies law in all material aspect as reviewed by the external auditors. This is the reason why GC has
obtained a Class A status.
Mr Waleed Said remarked that his department is always working hard in preparing the necessary documents and files and the overall financial statements .He thanked all his staff for the job well done last
year2015.

