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As testament to Gulf College’s educational excellence and esteemed
international reputation, droves of brilliant students and athletes were
felicitated by Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the
Board of Trustees Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, together with Dean Prof. Dr. Taki
Al Abduwani for their outstanding performance during the Student
Activities for Academic Year 2015-2016.

GLEEFUL. GC Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees Dr.
Issa Al Bulushi (centre) awards certificates and awards to winning and participating stakeholders.

The winners were given medals,
tokens and certificates for their
exemplary work, maintained discipline, and efforts exerted to capture the respective titles. Participants were also given tokens and
certificates of appreciation for their
active involvement in the different
events, as hosted by the GC administration, faculties and staff
members. At the ceremony, Board
of Directors Chair and Board of
Trustees Vice-Chair Dr. Issa extended his heartfelt gratitude and
keen appreciation for the continuous support of the stakeholders
who continue to deliver their best
and most active performances to
ensure the success of the events.

He also profusely thanked the
Centre of Student Activities headed
by Mr. Mohammed Fouad of GC
for his tireless efforts in organising,
executing, and culminating the
extracurricular activities of the
college. Furthermore, he challenged all involved organisations
especially the student council to
support the college’s quest to excel
in different areas of expertise.
Notable guests and visitors also
arrived to witness the ceremony.
All winning participants were able
to continue training in their respective events, thus garnering multiple awards in inter-collegiate competitions, much to the pride and
felicitation of Gulf College.

Having accorded top priority to improve education in the Sultanate of
Oman, Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board
of Trustees Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
welcome the Regional Sales Director of CONNEC ME Business Ms.
Nicole Christie.
During her visit, Ms. Christie underscored the need for a new test
centre in English. In response,
Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
mentioned that Gulf College already subsumes multiple testing
centres such as: Cambridge ESOL
First Certificate in English Examination (FCE), Pearson Test Centre
and CMet Global Test Centres.

Board of Directors Chair and
Board of Trustees Vice-Chair Dr.
Issa Al Bulushi bolts in GC a more
enriched corporate identity as the
only Higher Education Institution
(HEI) in the Sultanate that is licensed to operate FCE, Pearson
and CMet Global Test Centres in
English. Behind this mantra of
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IN ACCORD. (From left) GC Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of
Trustees Dr. Issa Al Bulushi, FFS Programme leader Ms. Aisha Ghazi Haider, Dean Prof. Dr. Taki
Al Abduwani, and FFS Head Mr. Masood Khan present a token of appreciation to CONNEC ME delegate Ms.
Nichole Christie.

The Oman Academic Accreditation Authority (OAAA) recently organized
the Institutional Standards Assessment Training (ISA) workshop, as hosted
by Gulf College, to provide higher education institutions an overview of the
OAAA’s function in the facilitation of the ISA.

COVEY. Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance and Partnerships Dr. Shameena Mehtab,
Dean Prof. Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, with the ISA trainees.

The commenced workshop was also
attended by representatives from
Majan College, Oman Medical College, and Sohar University. During
the event, the guide for the processes of the ISAs as well as the link to
sections of the ISA Manual were
discussed. Participants were also
taught how to properly conduct selfassessment and prepare an ISA

Application, including the methods of
analysis and ADRI. The OAAA believes that through clear presentations of method and data, all members of the HEI will bear expanded
guidance for the proper initiation of
the ISA. The training was deemed a
success by the attendees, as organisers followed strict timekeeping and
instilled an IT Panel for the event.
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To ensure that the service deliverance of the college remains at par with
international standards of excellence, Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance and Partnerships (DD-QAP) collogued with the different coordinators of the faculty to discuss the completion of stages for the forthcoming internal audit, as well as the documents needed for the process.
DD-QAP Dr. Shameena held the
conference with Quality Assurance
Coordinators hailing from the college’s three faculties: Mr. Moises
Rajmohan from the Faculty of
Business and Management Studies
(FBMS), Mr. John Chacko from the
Faculty of Computing Sciences
(FCS), Dr. Joseph Cuarteros from
the Faculty of Foundation Studies
(FFS); as well as the and Head of
FFS, Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan.
The aforementioned audit will commence in eight stages, namely

auditors’ preliminary meeting, discussion and finalisation of dates
with the auditee, internal audit,
preparation of conformance/nonconformance reports, post-audit
visit for checking fulfillment of nonconformances, final internal audit
report submission to MR and clarifications by MR, internal auditors’
meeting with management, and
finalisation of internal audit report
and documentation for ISO purposes. The event is administered to
properly plan and address the requirements needed for the ISO
internal audit.

UNANIMOUS. Deputy Dean for Quality Assurance and Partnerships Dr. Shameena Mehtab
discusses GC’s audit reports with QA Coordinators and HOF-FFS Mr. Masood Khan.

In perpetuation of GC’s goal of developing innovative and globally-capable entrepreneurs, the SME Development Fund (SMEDF) as well as the Al Namaa Club have
launched the Campus Company Initiative, a love business laboratory that students of
the college can utilise to apply their ideas and skill in entrepreneurship.

ANIMATING. (Top)
Representaties
from the SMEDF
and
Al
Namaa
Club brief students
on
the
Campus-Company
Initiative.
(Bottom)
Prof.
Viren Lall, Managing
Director,
presents
the
proposed
entrepreneurship programmes to Centre Managers and
staff members of
the college.

Entitled ““Entrepreneurship… Building
Blocks”, the affair was overseen by Debmalya Bhattacharjee, Training ExpertEntrepreneurship at National Company for
Projects & Management-Muscat, Sultanate
of Oman. The Campus Company Initiative
will feature various activities, training workshops, field visits and discussions from
noteworthy experts form the field. GC has
already launched its first set of trainings,
and students have now begun their preparations for the business laboratory.
Additionally, Prof. Viren Lall, Managing
Director recently initiated a dialogue with
GC centre managers and staff at S11
regarding the dynamics and implementation of the Small and Medium Enterprise
Programme (SMEP). He encourages everyone to do small ventures and participate

in different workshops on SME’s, including
the staff, as this will also increase their
knowledge and understanding of the field.
Staff members also provided a small showcase of the different centres’, departments’,
and faculties’ purpose, vision, mission,
trainings, plans, accomplishments and performances. The said presentations were
spearheaded by Dr. Shameena Mehtab, DD
-QAP, and delivered by Mr. Rizwan Ahmed,
Ms. Antonia Lamers, QECB Manager, Mr.
Raviraj Shetty, College Registrar, Dr. Agnes
Ilagan, CRE Manager, Ms. Faiza KIran,
CCGA Manager, Dr. Ines Masmoudi CTPD
Manager, Dr. Ivy Villareal, CLCS Manager,
Ms. Carmi Cruz, CLR Librarian, Dr. Khalid
Abuzayed, HoF, FBMS, Mr. Abubucker
Samsudeen Shaffi , HoF, FCS, and Mr.
Masood Khan, HoF FFS.

To gain better groundwork of the college’ expenditures and accounting preparations, GC deputy deans, heads of faculties, centre managers, programme leaders, department heads, registrar, as well as members of the administration gathered to attend the Budget Preparation Workshop, as
sponsored by the Faculty of Business and Management Studies (FBMS).
The workshop anchored on the
Budget Preparation Guidelines
required by the college, as well as
the established budgeting process
for the college. The discussion
also outlined GCs Expenditure
Chart of Accounts, which includes
the budgeting scheme for projects
and services offered by the col-

lege. It also includes capital expenditures which consist of spent
utllities, facilities, and updating of
focal equipment.
The attendees also deliberated on
possible changes, improvements,
and pressing needs that should be
highlighted in the budget plan, to

further ensure the continuance of
the college’s proposed curricular
as well as extra-curricular events.
An appropriate budget for research
and development, and funds for
the further academic pursuit of
staff and stakeholders for their
respective studies and projects,

were also decided upon by the
delegates.
Furthermore, the speaker, Ms.
Mradula Binu, FBMS Programme
Leader, underscored the college’s
action plan based on forecasted
transactions, activities, and events
from the faculties and centres.

Celebrating the glorious and blessed reign of
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said al Said,

Happy Reinassance Day to the
Sultanate of Oman!
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The Faculty of Computing Sciences has unveiled their student co-curricular
activities for 2nd semester, AY 2015-2016. The activity set shall cater to all
students of the faculty, with an emphasis on software development, basic
and advanced computing techniques, as well as the processes involved in
conceptualisation, design, and simple implementation.
The faculty has already launched its
first group of workshops, as facilitated by Dr. Alrence S. Halibas, and
participated in by FCS Level 6 students. The conferences featured
different guest speakers and notable
visitors; all hailed experts of their
respective fields. These events are
crafted to fulfill the research needs of
the FCS learners, especially during
the development of new technologies
and appropriation techniques.
The sessions resonate on the pertinent tenets of software creation, such

as software methodologies, software
development tools, data modeling,
process modeling using object oriented approach and procedural approach, software testing tools, and
software evaluation methods.
In response to Mr. Stuart McNeil,
External Examiner’s, recommendation, the FCS has also organized a
staff workshop on Threshold Concepts, to rejuvenate the teaching
methods and techniques applied by
the staff members, as conducted by
Dr. Halibas.

PIQUED. Students listen to the demonstration of proposed programmes, activities and
workshops planed by the Faculty of Computing Sciences for the 2nd Semester.

The Faculty of Business and Management Studies recently expounded
on the tenets and principles of the Harvard Referencing system through
a workshop for all staff members and learners of the college.

UNERRING. Dr. Anna of the FBMS explains the important tenets of the Harvard Referencing
System to the young researchers of GC.

The aforementioned event was
spearheaded by Dr. Anna C. Bocar,
FBMS lecturer, and tackled the
author, date, style and consistency
rule of Harvard referencing format.
She also delivered in detail the
importance of establishing and
following the strict tenets of the
Harvard Referencing System, as
this is one of the standards observed during the publication of
international researches. She also
incorporated various illustrations
and scenarios where the Referencing System is required and appropriate for use.

Ms. Aisha Ghazi Haider, Programme Leader of the
Faculty of Foundation Studies (FFS) has administered assignments to GC students, which are set to
be accomplished during the vacation.

EARNEST. FFS Programme Leader Ms. Aisha Ghazi Haider distributes assignments to GC students.

Twenty-seven (27) batches were given the academic
work, with submission dates at the beginning of the
semester. Gulf College regularly distributes additional
academic work to ensure the continuing learning of its
students, especially those who are yet to master the
English language. Aside from the assignments, Programme Leader Ms. Aisha also distributedand recommended reading materials, grammar works, sentences
formation to aid students in improving their language
skills. This activity is aligned with GC’s continuity of the
English Programme Development.

After the tour, the FBMS learners
were asked to deliver feedback as
well as general observations regarding the management of the
activity.
The students remarked on the
efficiency of the Chamber’s processes, especially its refined guidelines for approving permits and
documents for business establishments. Some of the learners also
commented on the rich fount of
beneficial information they received
during the tour, which will be useful
in their chosen careers.

is Ms. Aisha G. Haider, Programme
Leader, FFS and Mr. Masood Ahmad Khan, HoF, FFS who efficaciously manned the operation of the
testing centres, and ensured the
proper execution of the event.
Ms. Nicole Christie and her companion received token of appreciation from the Chairman and CEO
Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dean Prof.
Dr. Taki Al Abduwani, as thanks for
their relentless endeavors in improving the landscape of the academe of the Sultanate.

Announcement
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Culture and the Environment

Gulf College’s Innovation and Incubation Club, a development group for budding entrepreneurs, is open for registration. Visit gulfcollege.edu.om for details.
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Senior learners impart gems of knowledge to their younger counterparts
Though the pursuit of higher education is a thrilling and very rewarding
experience for young learners, the beginning of the process can be very
daunting to many. Education requires more than just knowledge— it demands discipline, commitment, further research and thought, and social
interaction, among others. New learners also find the task quite challenging, as the language used for academics is foreign; with its own set of
rules, guidelines, form and alphabet.
To help ease this particular transition, the three faculties of Gulf College
devised the Learning from Seniors forum, wherein SEM2 students delivered inspiring talks, heartfelt messages, and practical academic advice
for the benefit of the SEM1 learners. Each SEM2 mentor was given the
task to introduce themselves, and offer any form of lesson, skill, technique or anecdote that
may be useful for the learning of the enrollees of SEM1. Many of the lessons
focused extensively on language and reading comprehension, as these are
some of the most challenging aspects of the SEM1 learners’ education. Others offered advice on research and academics, with recommended information websites and journals for supplemental homework support. Some
also discussed the various services, programmes, and workshops offered
by the college, and how each student can benefit from these offered courses. Still, others provided
food for thought and
words of wisdom to the
younger students; offering stories of how they
too first struggled with
their preliminary studies
and how each of them managed to overcome it through hard work, discipline, and constant effort. The project also aims to establish better communication among members of the student body, particularly among the
new students and the seniors. This good rapport not only stimulates a
healthy atmosphere for learning, academic, and cultural development—
but also opens communication grounds for both sectors, thus allowing
the sharing of information, skills and technique mentoring.

It’s nesting season for one of the Sultanate’s most breath
-taking marine creatures: the sea turtle! Oman contributes greatly to the conservation of the endangered Green
turtles. Around 20,000 female turtles arrive at the country’s shore to lay eggs. These include five of
the rarest species of turtle in the world: the Green Turtle, Loggerhead Turtle, Olive Ridley Turtle,
Hawksbill Turtle and the Leatherback Turtle.

Oman Trivia

The Sultanate of Oman continues to implement strict rules and guidelines on marine fishing and
coast conservation, so that these magnificent creatures can thrive for generations to come.
Data Source: http://www.whatsup.sg/news/may10_Oman.htm, http://timesofoman.com/article/87764/OmanPride/#OmanPride:Oman-is-

Image Source: http://www.macroevolution.net/sea-turtle-hatchlings.html, Windows 8 (Lenovo wallpapers)

