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Board Chair Dr. Issa, faculty and staff venerate outstanding students
Gulf College recently frontiered its annual recognition ceremony for outstanding students, under the leadership of Dr. Issa bin Sabeel Al Bulushi,
Chairman of the Board of Directors and Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees and Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean.
The event was witnessed by key members of the management and academic
staff, stakeholders and
students of the college.

EXULTANT. Board Chair Dr. Issa confers tokens of appreciation to the college’s outstanding students.

To further establish research capabilities
and achieve the students’ full potentials,
GC students under the Faculty of Computing Sciences participated in the oral
presentation in the Arab Open University 1st
International Student Research Conference
2017 at Majan International Hotel. (Page 2)

Gulf College continues
to contribute extensively in the fields of extracurricular/augmented
student activities. GC
shines as a pioneer of
sports,
academics,
culture and society, as
expressed by the students‟ skills and accomplishments .

For the awards: Silver
was awarded to the
handball championship
for higher education,
while bronze was for the
Federation cup of Athletics, organised by the
Oman Athletics Federation.
Another third place was
awarded to the college‟s
League
Competition
while the fourth place
went to athletics Championship for Higher Education Institutions. The
students got three dif-

IN AGREEMENT. HE Dr. Mona bint Salem Al Jardani
received token of appreciation from GC.

Under the patronage
of HE Dr. Mona bint
Salem Al Jardani,
Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Manpower
for Technical Education and Vocational

Training, Gulf College
honoured the sponsors and participants
of the training programme dedicated to
developing the skills
necessary for running
small business projects in the Sultanate.

ferent medals in swimming championships for
higher education institutions. The ceremony
began with the recitation of verses from the
Holy Quran facilitated
by Murshid Al-Riyami,
followed by a speech
delivered by Kareema
bint Omar Al Hinai by
which she thanked the
GC Management for
holding this important
event dedicated to celebrating the students‟
effort and skills.

The event, as hosted by
the College, included 10
training packages on
how to manage smallscale projects. Each
package is a five-hour
training programme that
includes
workshops,
seminars,
training
courses and peer learning, for a total of 50
hours. The training is
part of the initiatives of
the Gulf College, in the
framework of activating
memorandums of understanding signed with
a number of institutions
that support entrepreneurship efforts. Among
these institutions are: Al
-Raffd Fund - General
Authority for (Page 3)

Editorial Board: Dr. Issa Al Bulushi and Dr. Taki Al Abduwani
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Chief)

With the auspices of His Excellency Dr. Said Bin Hamed Al
Rubaii, Secretary General of the Education Council of the Sultanate, and in the presence of His Highness Mr. Firas bin Fatik
Al Said, Gulf College launched its first comprehensive forum
on higher education opportunities for special needs students.

KEYED. His Excellency Dr. Said Bin Hamed Al Rubaii, Secretary General
of the Education Council of the Sultanate, His Highness Mr. Firas bin
Fatik Al Said, Dean Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, and pertinent members of the
college at the SN opportunities conference.

The first part of the annual
event was participated in by
SN students of the college as
well as their parents and
guardians. This year, the forum
revolved around the theme
"Education with a New Vision",
which highlights the college‟s
mission of providing quality
education to all sectors of its
studentry, as well as help them
transform into productive and
immensely capable citizens of
the Sultanate.
During the forum, Prof. Taki Al
Abduwani, GC Dean, discussed the programmes and
specialisations as well as the
college's support for SN students. He also expounded on
student services, activities,
educational programmes and
centres that cater to these
learners‟ special circumstances. Finally, Dean Prof. Taki Al
Abduwani mentioned the vast
array of labour

EXCITED. Students of the college attend the Oman Air Arabian Travel
Market Exhibition 2017

Gulf College, in cooperation with Oman Air, offered
an educational experience
to the students of Travel
and Tourism programme
to visit to the Arabian
Travel Market Exhibition
held in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Dubai city
from 24th to 27 April 2017.
The exhibition was attended by 10 students from
different colleges and universities of the Sultanate
of Oman, including four
from Gulf College.

Oman Air provided free air
tickets while Gulf College
supported its students by
sponsoring their accommodations, living and transportation allowances during the
exhibition. This activity provided a learning opportunity
to the students where they
were able to interact with
representatives from leading
Arab and international companies in hospitality industry.
They also came across the
various cutting-edge products and services of these
international companies.

opportunities available for students after pursuing higher
education.
The forum also discussed researches and innovations, as
introduced by esteemed members of higher education, such
as the study presented by Ms.
Mariam Bint Saleh Al-Siyabi,
school principal, which focused
on the importance of providing
basic education opportunities
for people with disabilities,
partial and total integration,
and the parents' role in accepting and understanding their
children's special situations.
Dr. Nabeh Tarboush presented
a working paper on the importance of diagnosis and early intervention in the treatment
of cases and the development
of their individual skills and
abilities through the initial detection in the early stages of
their child's life.

Their research entitled, ”Oman Education System: Influence of
Social Media in Learners Learning Process was led by Dr. Rowena Ocier Sibayan, Research Coordinator and the two FCS students ; Khalid Al Balushi and Hamed Al Rahbi as they performed
an oral presentation of their research.
The GC researchers believe that education is necessary to
achieve a sustainable, well-adapted, and economically-stable
society. They gave credence to social media which is a superhighway to communicate with peers and spread message in a
simple and conversational way. Thousands of people earned
money every day only by trading online and millions learned by
studying online also .We can use social media to provide an identity to who we are and the kind of education that we offer .Their
research was carefully perused by Dr. Sibayan and has the following aims: evaluate the effects of social media in the students „
performance ,purpose in using social media ,time spent on using
social media ,and its positive effects in education.

What’s Up in Oman?
Oman is ranked 4th safest country
in the world for visitors, according
to a recent World Economic Forum
(WEF) report .
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To further enrich the tourism services of the Sultanate, the Ministry of Tourism
recently commenced a workshop entitled “Innovative ideas to serve the tourism sector” in cooperation with The Research Council (TRC) as part of a research project that aims to collate Oman legends and folk tales associated
with tourism sites. The event was partaken by HE students, including members of Gulf College’s prime studentry.
The workshop witnessed the participation of researches, small and medium
sized enterprises, universities and students of tourism. From Gulf College,
four student representatives and the
Programme Leader Mr. Mutaz Hamid
attended the workshop.

INTERESTED. Participants tune in to the salient campaigns introduced by the Ministry of Tourism.

The workshop provided the participant‟s with a platform to bring effective
strategies to market and promote these
stories as well as explore creative commercials and campaigns. The workshop included several activities like a

detailed presentation of some legends
and folk tales.
Some related video recordings and photos and a presentation of the researchers
experiences in sites.
Additionally, attendees were engaged in a
brainstorming activity where they exhaustively conversed about folk tales and legends of the Sultanate.
The Ministry‟s representatives summarised the crucial and commercial ideas
that can be used to promote the project.

Mabela, Oman – The Gulf Hall of Gulf College in Mabela was
filled with fun, excitement and learning about cultures of
different nations when the Gulf College International Students Annual Cultural Gathering (GCISACG) was staged.
The GCISACG featured various activities such as booth displays,
cultural presentations, and time-honoured games. Each stall
exhibited local materials
and products like traditional
foods, handicrafts, clothing,
fashions,
and
innovations. There were also
stage plays and actions
performed showcasing the
heart-warming traditional
songs and music, artistic
Faculty and staff pose with the Sudanese delegation.
and colourful tribal dances,
and adorable indigenous literatures – all showing the richness of cultural heritages and practices unique and special particularly to the participating countries namely, Oman, Philippines, India, Pakistan, Qatar, Egypt, Palestine, Kuwait, Jordan, Bahrain, and Sudan.
The entire celebration was graced by the Dean Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, and senior staffs.
Ms. Faiza Ahmed Kiran, Manager, Centre for Career Guidance and Alumni Affairs was the
overall in-charge of the event.

(Right) Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean

It was likewise highlighted with the creation of „Rangoli‟ art of the Indian culture that is
thought to bring good luck, the singing of the unity song “We Are the World” as a culmination, and the banquet where traditional foods were shared by everyone after the programme. Apart from acquaintances and friendships, the GCISACG was able to strengthen
own cultural beliefs, understand and respect cultural diversities, internalise global citizenship, unity and teamwork, and promote peace and a deep sense of solidarity.
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Culture and Research

GC congratulates our faculty
members and students for their
first approved FURAP Research
Projects!
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The three faculties of the college have merged ideas and concepts to start the 3rd Grand Extracurricular Activities this year 2017 with the theme
“Student Innovators and Entrepreneurs: Drivers of
Regional Growth”.
The working committee coordinator and support staff headed by the overall chair, Dr.
Alrence Halibas, Programme
leader, FCS, extend her heartfelt gratitude to all the teaching
and non teaching staff of Gulf
College for their unwavering
support and cooperation to
make the event a success.
The different contests participated by the students were
team Building Challenge, Innovation and Entrepreneurship quiz, Dated and Packaging Challenge, Extemporaneous Speech Contest , Videog-

raphy Competition and story
telling. The winners were given medals, trophies, certificates and gifts. Gulf College
expressed their pride for the
talented students who fought
valiantly in the different contests and hone their communication, artistic skills, and entrepreneurial abilities and innovative capabilities in pursuit
of higher learning. The GC
Management hopes that the
three faculties will be able to
sustain their very excellent
programme annually.
Prof. Taki Al Abduwani expre-

Resources (CLR) on
the students’ learning
outcomes. The paper
was published by the
International Journal of
English Language and
Translation
Studies
(ISSN: 2308-5460, Vol.
5, No. 2, pp. 29-34).
(From left to right) Mr. Peyman
Nouraey and Ms. Romana Syeda,
FFS lecturers

Lecturers from the Faculty
of Foundation Studies, Mr.
Peyman Nouraey and Ms.
Romana Syeda, recently
published a joint research
on the effectiveness of the
Centre for Learning Re-

The published study featured
an author-designed questionnaire tailored to address
key aspects of the centre.
These elements include students‟ visits frequency, availability of books related to
modules, centre facilities,
use of discussion rooms, use
of online resources, staff

ssed his relentless laudable appreciation to the Department
heads, coordinators, working committee, staff and students in
their unparalleled commitment in spearheading the grand extracurricular activities 2017.

cooperation,
impact
on
knowledge
enhancement,
and
recommendation
to
peers. Findings of the study
revealed that participants
were mostly in agreement
with all eight statements provided in the questionnaire,
which were interpreted as
positive feedbacks from the
students.
The researchers hope that
such a publication will aid in
the betterment of the college‟s CLR, which was instated to amend and augment
the learning strategies of the
students, as well as maximise students‟ skills.

Small and Medium Enterprises (REEDA) - Youth
Development
Fund
(Partnership) Muscat for
Businesswomen - Small and
Medium Enterprises Development Fund. The ceremony began with the welcome
speech of Prof. Taki Al Abduwani, GC Dean, who
stressed the importance of
the SME sector, which is the
main nerve in the national
and international economy
for its flexibility, diversity and
sustainability in the business
movement. The scientific
material of the training program was prepared according to GC‟s initiatives.

